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POINTS OF VIEW

hoy appoar botweon 4 and 4:16
* pum., help themselves to pop
and protzuls and take a seat at a
lang, boardroam-like, table. .

Polsed, polite, snthusiastic, onorget-
ic are these 25 seventh graders belying
the myth that middle school students
aro neconsarily difficult.

They are part of the flrat 215t Centu-
1y Leaders group — which meata twice
monthly after school at The Communi-
ty House in Birmingham.

The school-year-tong program Is
mainly the brainchitd of Judy HoelMer
wha $aid she took an a personal chal-
lengd n 1094 Eccentric column extol-
ling §fforts by the city of Troy on be-
half §f its young people.

THo column began, It takes a whole
village to ralee a child, iing to an

chairing a Children’s lasues Commit.
teo sponsored by The Community
House.

“What we heard over and over agaln
was pay attantion to the middle -
school,” said Hoefflor, who's masried to
Birmingham Public Schools! Superin-
tendent John Hoefflor,

Thoy oventually camo up with a
middle school leadership program for
“kicln who normally wouldn't have a
chance to come togother.”

Hoefflor, on a volunteer hasls, wrof

the curticulum and chairs the

A mini-grant from Chrysler Corpora-
tlon pays for exp Includi

asalst- i

v (i
1on skills.

ant Michelle Pryalak.

The kids ropresent 12 public and
private middle achools-in Birmingham,
Bloomfield Hills flold. "Wo

old nflage.” And it read in part: *In-
stead of the don'ts, Troy i emphasiz-
ing the do’s, . . More communities
need to do the same.”
Hoefller, the new exccutive director
of Oakland County Child Abuse and
‘ Neglect Council, began her quest by

and South
wanted londers, but not ily the

As in adult leadership programs,
such an Leadorahi{p Oakland and Lead-
‘ership Dotroit, thoy are exsmining in- *
nlltut.lon‘l and cnnup(l‘bolh tl:lmugh

an

unlela who are always tapped,” Hooffter
rald,

Right now, theso 21st Century Load-
ers are more than half way through
their year-long dincovery of leadership
skitle; ul‘vnriyul roclal, economic and

through hands-on projecta.

They've taken on art and symbols®
and how an art show is put together.
Two weoks later, thoy taured the DIA,

“They've donned athlstic clothes for
some aeroblc conditioning as thoy *

learnod the importance to leadorahip of
o wound body and mind. Two weoks
later, they toursd the nearby Beau-
mont Rehabilitatjon and Health Caro
Conter,

They've hoard about the world of &
foster child from an Qrchards Chil-
dren's Services socinl worker. Andl they
brought stuffed aninals es holiday
gifta for foster children,

] attended two sesslona on the world
of business. After hearlag several peo-
ple in differont busincsses talk about
what it takes to succeed In business,
the kida hit the road to evaluate Bir-
mingham's retall community.

“The leader has the visian to see
things as Lhey should be, might be,”
wald Hoeflor as she sent them on thelr
way,

‘The worlds of guvernment, reaching
put to others and a final group out-
reach projuct are still to come.

Tho kids say they're gotting a 1ot out
of the vxperience,

*I'm learning things  dldn't know

A village can work to help its children .

abaut the community,” says Paul Dor-,
set, from Birmingham, :
“1 learned how lucky 1 am to havea -
family," saltd Adam Zussman, of Hunt-
ington Woada, v
“It's learning about leaderahip —
ahout making correct decisions and
about knowing the needs and what's
going on,” sall Steve Saraquse, from .
Southfiehl.

Phis is a program that not only de. *
serves to continup, but that other com-’
munitles should be lining up to model.’
‘I'he currlculum is there and can eanily
bo tailored to fit your homotown, :

1t can bo run by gualified volunteers:
and takes (ittle monuy to fmplement. *

1t certainly secme like one way a vil-
lage cun holp a child,

Judith Doner Berne, a Weat Bloom-
fivld resident, is former managing edi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You
con feave her a message at (313) 953-
2047, ext. 1997 or write or fax a letter to
the editor of this newspaper.

Voters flunk judicial civics test at the polls

b oalkhd

houldn't be casting ballats for tho Su-

11 90 percent of Michigan a
flunked thelr fourth-, seventh. and
11th-grade MEAP teats, schools and
kida would face parental wrath, There
would be thunderous breast-beating
and howls for more intensive teaching
of “the basica.” v

But hardly anyone raised an eyobrow
when Michigan adulta flunked a clvics
test about the third branch of govern-
ment, the judiciary. itema:

8 90 percent couldn't namo a single
Justice of the state Supreme Court,
B No single justice wus named by more
than 7 percent of the olectorate. Jim
Rrickley, Michaol Cavanagh and Con-
rad Mallett Jr, were identified by 7 per-
cent; Patricia Boylo, Elizabeth Weaver,
Charles Levin and Darothy Comstock

| Riley by 8 percent,

| 8 93 percent dldn't know how many
justicea there arc (seven).

Since I'm not running for public off-
fee d can nl"l'ord to u.-!l the srut!'x; Tho

voters are a0 uninformed that they

‘V-chip’ offers protection,
not censorship for viewers

Gnaui h tor of

annah Arendt wan one of tho best politi-
cal philosophers of my generation.

She studiod Hitles's Germany and Sta-
lin's Runsia to distil} the core of totalitarian-
ism. In a famous phrase, she concluded the dis-

e 2t Vetal

preme Court.

Yot 88 percont of voters thought that
Supreme Court justices should contin-
ue to be clected, Pone!o can be jyst as
samug aa politiclans.™ ., .,

The sutvey was conducted by the Al-
liance for Judiclat Accountability, a
nice cover name for the Michigan |
Chamber of Ci TR,

Manufacturers Arsociation and &
bunch of medical profeasional groups.
They have an ax to grind bocause thoy
get aued by unions, cansumers and pa-
tionts. Yet AJA’s questions and rosults
scem honest enough,

State Bar president Thomas G.
Kicnbaum, of Franklin, is giving a lot
of thought and magazino ink to the
question of “morit selection" of judges
— o system that would involve ap-
pointment followed, In a couploof
years, by a judge's facing voters fora
“yes” or “no" decision on contlnuing in
office,

- Tim RicHARD

Obviously, Kienhaum has an uphiil
battle. He ahould be encouraged.

Marstin Doctaroff, chiof judge of the
state Court of Appeals, leans in that
direction. On last week's Channel 56
*OIf the Record," Doctoro{f had good
things Lo say about merit selection.

Doctoroft, of Birmingham, was ap-
pointed by n Domacratie governor but
tends to be consarvative, scholarly and
fair-minded. Yot he had the innards

M Tho survey was conduct.
ed by the Alllance for Judl-
clal Accountablility, a nice
cover name for the Michi-
gan Chamber of Com-
merce, Michlgan Manufac-
turars Assoclatlon and a
bunch of medical profes-
slonal groups. Thoy have
an axe to grind because
they get sued by unlons,
consumers and patients,
Yet AJA's questions and re-
sults soam honest enough.

acared out of him in a recent election
by an abscure lawyer with little to ree-
ammend kim beyond a gorgeous Teiah
name.

In truth, peaplo voto for names., The
Michigan Manuat index llsts 13 Kel-
1vn, 11 MacBonalds, 10 Brennana, sov-
en MeDonalds, seven O'Brions, five
('Neitls, and so on; mostly Trish, but
there aro o few gead Jowish names, toa,
like Levin and Kaufman,

Or us "Pom Kienboum puta {t, “ireel.
evant name recognition will continue
ta Ie the single most significant (actor
in the Judicinl election process, partic.
ularly in farge population areas.”

Az "Fhero is no chance for any real
comparinon of records of incumbents
versus those of challengers, let alone
incumbent versus Incumbent. The re-
sult ia an enormous waste of judicial
energy and resources. . "

Clenrly, we should be appointing ap-
pellate judges. But how do you make

changes when adults who Qunk civies
tents still think they're goorl at electing
them?

Pirn Hichurd reports an the local im-
plications nf state and regional events.

“Lanality of evil.”

tarian that it b ‘the

systems — what made them 3o awful — was the

Evil, in other words, is so shot through totall-

the norm, the ordinary, the banal.

lot of TV,

100,000 acta of violsnce an TV.

The phrase echoed in my mind laat weok in
connectibn with kids and violence and televi-
aton. The ovidence keeps piling up that:

& Kids {(not to mention their parenta) watch a

& Violence "predominates on telovision,” ac-
cording to the just-released, largeat-aver study,
By the time an average child finishes elementa-
1y school, he will have seen 8,000 murders and

@ No leas than seven U.8. and Canadlan scion-
“eorralation b

asking a gourt to declare the

children watch on television. Itis a way of giv-
ing parents control without censorship.”
Not surpriaingly, the telovision industry in

sorship, an unconstitutional violation of the
Firat Amendment free speech guaranteea,
Ho, hum. That’s nothing more than a predict-
able (dnd self-intereated) renction of an indus.
1itional

V.chip illegal een-

tific studios d

mare likely that kida wili be violent.

,

the banality of

prolonged childhood exposure to TV and a

| to physical aggression that extends
from bofore adolescence into adulthood.”
In other words, watching violent TV mekes it

The effect of today's talevision of vinlnncb in
%0 pervanive, 30 normal, so ordinary that It has
become banal. Misusing ArondL's phrass, ::uh-

more i

specch,

tional intrusion on my son's

t
vertising time than in promoting freedom of

Toll me, I5 it censosahip when | tell my 13-
year-old son Nathan that ho can't watch certain
shows? Of course not. 8o how s my decisivn es
‘a parent to program the V-chip an unconatitu-

d in selling ad-

i
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Vfindow Treatments
Wallpaper & more

viewing habits?

p Baby Crib Mattresses |

tho anter ani

vislon p

telecommunications bili that passed C

That's why | was s0 encouraged to ses the big -

hut inly st

bedded in various p

ratings are above levels set by parents.

Jast week requires “V-chip” technology to be in-
stalied on all TV sets manufactured two yoars
hence. The V-chip is a computer chip that man-
ufacturers will place inside TV seta that sllows
parents to block violent or sexually explicit
showa they feel are inappropriste for their kids.
To work, the V-chip requires a rating systom
Indigating various levels of violence or sexuality
ba ein e V.chip
would be programmad to block shows whose

U.8. Rep. John Dingsll, D-Mich., whase com-
mitteo has bean looking at TV and violance for.
years, commentad: “All we ars doing Is seeking
to give parents tha ability to control what their

the very minimum, tends to
yiolence?

And just why is It the constitutional right of
A brosdeasting industrl
to bring in to my house ~ without my explicit

';ummlng that is banally violent and which, at R

Should parents b more actively invalved .
with their children’s TV viewing than merly
programming a V-chip? Sure. But many work-
ing parsnta don’t have much cholce.

And when Kathy and I went to & dinner party
st a friend’s housa leat Friday night, ] would
have beont a lot mare comfortable about what
Nathan was watching at home on TV if there
had been a V-chip in the set.

Phil Power i chairman of the company that
owns this newspoper, His Touch-Tone voice
mall number is (313) 553-2047, Ext. 1880,

their profit — pro-

coarsen my son to
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