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Painter never experiences dull moment

BY MARY HObRIQUE
STV Waimex

This is the eighth in o series
about the Farmington Area Arts
Cummission Artist in Residence
winners.

When Tom Hale was named
Farmi Artist in Resid:

the capability at this paint. 1 hope
to some day acquire the skill to
pull off these ideas.”

About five years ago, Hale, and
his late wife, Mickey, designed
the magnificent 700 square foot
studio that was built onto the rear
of their home. With numervus

in 1983, he was still designing au-
ws full time for American Mutors
— painting during lunch hours
and evenings.

By 1985, Hale abandoned » 20
year carver as a corpurate car de-

Swigner and plunged inte painting

full time. He has never looked
back.

“I've never for & mament been
bored with my art,” he said in his
heme studio in Farmington Hills.
“U'se been drawing since | was 7
yeats old. You'd think 1'd be
bored but | can’t get enough of
painting. My wotk continues to
erolve.

“Art is challenging to me.
There are things that I want to do
but | don't feel there yet. | can
visualize them, but 1 aton’t have

kylights and large picture win-
dows, it provides just the right at-
mosphere for his work.

Hale begins each day at T:30
a.m. snd paints until about 7 p.m.
He follows the same achedule sev-
en days a week. Sometimes, he
spends a couple of hours in the
evening psinting. when his
creativity is in sharpet focus.

“Dincipline is a major issue
with luta uf artists because theee's
not necessacily an urgeney to do
nnyllhinx on a daily basis,” he
said.

Discipline has never been a
problem for Hale, but early on in
his career he would spend as
many as 100 days a year at art
~hows from coast to coast.

“There's & requirement Lo sell
the work and show the wark and

that takes energy,” be said.

Although he has shown work
locally at the Robert Ridd Gallery
in Birmingham and is planning a
wmajor exhibit of southwestem
themes in a Taos, New Mezico
gullery, most of the time, Hale is
his own agent. Through his trav-
els to art shows, including the
Ann Achar uet fair, he has made
vuntacts over the years.

Automobiles are a major theme
in Hale's work. He paints in
serylics using bright colors and
interesting perspectives. Current.
Iy he is working ot w large paint.
ing depicting a 1931 Chrysler
Imperial, cummissivned by a ma.
jo¢ automotive executive.

A graduate of the Art Center
Cultege of Design in California, he
credits his cation for giving
him the discipline to establish
good wark habits.

Clients mange from the moneywsd
to every day folks who appreciate
art.

“The most fascinating part of
this is the peaple 1 meet,” he said.
“In the automaotive industry, 1'd

meet a small segment of the pop-
ulstion. Now 1 encounter a total
range of people. Some could care
leas about cars but they like art.
1'm really not trying to sell a pic-
ture of a car, but art.”

Hale is not interested in photo-
realism, he says, but enjoys ™
nipulating ¢ i
sense, exaggerating things.

An intervsting seties pits highly
rellective automotive sheel metal
panels against delicate Nowers
aml plants.

“The Nowers ure ative, organic,
soft, The auto is cold, hand, me-
tullic,” he said.

Hale vreated the painting de-
pivted on the poster fur last year's
Concourse de Elegunce ot Mead-
ow Brouk Hall. His work has been
featused in Automotive and For-
wne magazines, He has won na-
tivnsl  awardy, including  fiest

nas LA STAY PHOBRKAPILK
Tom Hale: The artist shows one of his works, which was
featured on last year's poster advertising Meadowbrook's
Concourse de Elegance.

place for a painting of a desolate

looking building in a competition
at Walt Disney World.

“I semember being numed art-
ist in residence in Farmington.
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Medicare Certified

Physical, accupational speech therapy. Whatever your physician
prescribes, whatever is needed, is exactly what you will receive at
Peachwood Inn. Working in our fully equipped therapy department
or at your bedside, our therapists' goals are the same as yours. We
want you to reach yaur fullest potential. We'll help you reach just

An added feature is our Restorative Therapy Program. Specially
trained staff assists you in maintaining your current level of

Call now. Tour Peachwood Inn. Take advantage of our excellent

Peachwand Inn

An Older Adult Health care Facility

3500 W. South Blvd., Rochester Hills

810-852-7800
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THE MERRILL-PALMER INSTITUTE

Super Summers for Kids

A 1996 CAMP AND ACTIVITIES FA

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 25, 1996
11:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

Cranbrock Schools

1221 N. Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills

Free Admisslon « Familles Invited
A chance to meet with representatives of local and nalional
summer progroms who will help you choose the right
summer experience for kids ages 3-18.
« Overnight Summer Comps
» Day Camps
« Speclalty Comps
« Year Round Cultural Programs
« Teon Adventures and Tours
» Academic Enrichment
+» Summer Employment
For further Information call Sandy Schwartz st (313) 672-1790

SPONSORED BY
The Merriil-Palmer Institute
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