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Exploswe Broken Arrow’
aims, but misses targt

The military
uses the term
"Bmken Arrow"”
when & nuclear
warhead ends up
misaing. Doos
Hollywood have
a similer way of
describing &
movie that salso
goes nostray, one
Jonn ‘hat has all the
MONAGHAN trappings of

+ something explo-
sive but ultimately proves a dud?

You can see why Twentioth
Century Fox hesitated to reloase
thia lackluster actioner untll now,
the traditional dumping ground
for movies not strong enough to
compete during the holidaya,

It should have been great: John
‘Pravolta and Christian Slater
playing good-pilet/bad-pilot when
the former dunips a palr of nucle-
or warbeads in the desert and
holda a good chunk of the North-
west for ransom.

And duking it out hand-to-
hand under the direction of Hong
Kong action master John Woo? It
really wan too goad te be true.

Set primarily In the Utah
denert, *'Broken Arrow” turns Into
the beigest action movie ever,
with scrublyy, sunbaked locales
only punctuated by yellow explo-
sionk. You long for the action to
move somewhere, anywhero other
than the slightly darker shades at
the buttotn of an abandoned cop-

e —
TICKETS

per mine,
Director Woo i at home in the
apening  seene, a  well-choreo-

graphed dance around the ropes
with Travolta and Slater trading
punches that sound ilke bomb
dropa. The two spar for $20, a
symbolic link that fuela the ulti-
mato competition to come.

Slater comes off eapecially well,

RicItat FORRMANAOTIE CENTURY FOX +

Actlon: John Travolta is Stealth bomber pilot Vic Dea-

kins in "Broken Arrow.”

desplts some truly pathetic dia-
logua. He's given a love interest in
a park ranger {with seeming com-
bat training) who inaists on com-
ing along during the moat danger-
ous polnts uf the battle,

Travolta tries to have fun with
his teo-cool bad guy, almoat giddy
at the thought of dotonating the
bomb he's been carrying around
all these years. But when he
aimulates sox by holding a gun to
the woman's head, seducing her
inta touching the dellcate Lauch-
pad that will detonate his bomb,
it's embarassing for just about ev-
eryone involved.

‘This is John Woo's second en-
tree into American filma. The
firat, “Hard Target,” still stands
o3 the best of the Jean-! Claudo
Van Dammo “Broken

script that mines just about every
cliche of the western and actlon
inovle genres, Rumor has it that
his script for tho megahit “Speed”
required intense doctoring by a
whole team of writers, something
that probably should have hap-
vened here.

‘Tho man who was supposed to
show American directars how it's
tlono Is responsiblo for ene of the
year's  biggest dluppolntmenla
“Hroken Arrow,” begun in ear-
nest, turns into the kind of project
that leaves the actorn and the au-
dicnco mimply trying to mako the
hest of a bad situstion,

To lenve o messoge for John
dial 853-2047, mail-

Arrow” has nona of the over-the-
top set pieces that made hin Hong
Kong-based “Hard Boiled” and
*“The Killer” such cult classics.
Sophomore  screenwriter
Graham Yost hes concocted a

box number 1866, on a touchstone
phone, fax him a note at §91-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
p;},’;;l, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
4 ,

Series presents ‘Green Pastures’

Southfield's Cultural Arts Divi-
sion, along with the Southfield
Public Library and Potpourr
Priductions, will preaent “Green
Pastures,” as part of their Clasaic
Cinema Series 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Feb, 16, in the Marcotte Room en
the lower level of the library,
Tickets are $3 per person and in.
clude light refreshments. Call
(B10) 424-9022 far rescrvations.

Filmed In black and white,

“Green Pastures” fentures an all-
black cast including Marc Con-
nelly, Rex ingram, Eddie Ander-
son and Oscar Polk. Connelly
wrute this fable of live In Heaven,
The film gives more meaning to
biblical stories and figures such
88 Adam, Noah and Mosea than
most more “biblical” films of the
time.

Prior to the showing of the film,

guest lecturer Dr, Karen Davis,
chair of the Humanities Depart.
ment at Marygrove Colloge will
give a brief discusslon of the
background of the story and the
time in which the film was pro-
duced.

& Coming to the Clsasic Cinema
Series on march 26 will be
“Judgement at Nuremberg’ atar-
_ring Spencer Tracoy.
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