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Wide-rangling style
pop melodi

311 blends hip-hop, juzz, mk, and
into its music. The band — from left, vocal-

ist SA Martinez, bassist P-Nut, guitarist Tim Mahoney,
lead vocalist/rhythm guitarist Nicholas Hexum, and

drummer/percussionist Chad Sexton — come to the
State Theatre on Thursday, Feb. 22,

For Omaha’s 311
‘Interesting’ music
is their top priority

By CHRISTINA FuoCO
HYA WRITLE

‘The rock/hip-hop band 311 has
been kicking around, gathering
grassroota following since its in-
ception in 1990. Sold-out club
dates followed and consequently
the bend’s first two albums, "Mu-
sic” and “Gransroots” have sold
in excess of 100,000 each.

Now, six years later, 311 has its
first across-the-disl national hit
single, “Don’t Stay Home," and
anather, “All Mixed Up," on the
way. Both songs sre ofl the hand’s
self-titled third album.

Band members should have
known that success with 311 was
in the cards. Afier all, 311's first
gig was with punk legends Fugazi.

“We kind of lucked out for that
show,” drummer/percussionist
Chad Sexton said. "It was only
one show but it helped our fan
basa in Omaha (311 hometown).
We were tnknown and we played
in front of BOO people. When
you're unknown, 800 people is &
lot.”

"It just gave us a little bit of
confidence.”

The album “311" (Capricorn)
biends traditional rep with rock,
jazz, funk and rsggae. A bold,
multi-dimensional band like that
would have to have some innate
confidence.

Sexton explained that the band
members’ diverss musical influ-

B ‘My belief Is for this
type of music it takos
listeners a longer time
to understand where
tho band Is coming
from, Instoad of lis-
tening to it and right
off the bat loving It, it
takes flve times may-
be six times before
you'll lovo It.’

Chad Sexton

drummer/percussionist

being raised in Omaha didn't
have much of an effect on 311.

“Jt was more of a good place for
us to grow up. We have good val-
ues and thingw like that. That all
goes to help in your mental stabil-
ity lateron.”

The positive lyrica on “311,"
however, prove that Omaha had
20me influence on them. [n the
anti-weapon song “Guns,” Hex-
um snd Martinez write “You guys
think thst you're hard/But you're
in fear of being harmed/] fear no
man and | am unarmed.”

Along the same vein is "Mis-
directed Hoatility” : “So much
angst and pain, it's so wack/You
should toke & tip from the ons
{singer} Prank Black/ Plsy soms
Pachinko, Play some Parcheesi/”

Drumme

BY CHRISTINA Fuoco
HYA WRiTEW

A few yoars ogo, the Rochoster
Hills alternative rock band High-
er was a publlcity-hungry, promo-
tion wmachine. Complate with a
flashy prosa kit, pretty-boy looks
and an album re-mized by Jack
Ponti of Skld Row fame, Higher's
whort-lived carcer was & classle
case uf trying toa hand to get what
you want.

Drummer Michael Falzon
jumped ship bofore the “‘official™
end of the band hoping to start a
new project, Ho played around
with a fuw local bands but still
unsure of his musical futusy, Fal-
200 took a chance that most pso-
ple probably wouldn’t be brave
enuugh tu do.

“The Afghan Whigs were look-
ing for u drummer 20 on a whim
sent some of my work Lo thelr
manager, A weok later John Cur.
ley, the hass player, called ms up
ut hame aml sald, ‘1 really like
your stufl.’ "

The following weok, the alter-
native rock band’s charismatic
singer Greg Dulli phoned up Fal-
zon und asked if he could come
down to Cincinnati, the Whigs'
humetown, to try out.

Falzon rehearsed  with  the
band, wecording to an Elektza En-
tertuinmont spakeswoeman, but in
the end wan passed up for
Memphis musician Paul Buchig-
nani, who sppears on the demoa
and final rlings for the Af.
ghan Whigs' new album “Black
Love" which s due out Tuesday,
March 12,

Falton — a 26.year-ald gradu-
ate of Adama High Schoal in Ro-
chester — haw fond memories of
hin stint.

It was coo) because [ got Lo sit
there and play with my favorite
hand. It was kind of surreal,” Fal-
200 said.

There's no hard feelings be-
cuuse, after oll, Falzon got some
valuable tips that he hapes to use
in Star B0's suhtls trek Lo fame.

*[ kind of picked John's brain
ahout how they started. They did
some shaws in Cincinnatl, but
mostly every weekend they went
out and played out of town ss
much az they could,” Falzon said.

“So § started forming theso ida.
as. | came hack and Eric (Myera,

Up and coming 'stars':

winger/guitarist of Stur 80 and fur.
mur Higher member) and I start.
ed getting a listle more serious
about the material for Star 80.”

This weck Star 80 is releasing
its debut three-song EP on the
Ruochester-hasad  Wondahed
Recards lahe). The CD releass
party will be held at 9 p.m. Satur-
day, Fch. 17, at the Old Miami,
3930 Cass Ave., on Wayna State
University's campua in Detroit.

‘Tha CD, which inclucdes a cover
af Bruce Springsteen's “Fire” and
two originals “Luck” snd “Star
80." Falzon said the band in using
the CD to introduce Star 80 ta
clutm, the public, and wnedia.

*It’s just like & calling card,"
Falzon said during an interview at
his Royal Qak hame. *Wa're going
in the atudio to record demos just
for people wha want tu hear more

r gets tips on success

Star 80 — from left, singer/guitarist Eric Myers, bassist James
Burton, and drimmer Michacel Falzon — is releasing its debut C on Saturday, Feb. !
17, with a party and performance at the Old Miami in Detroit. :

!

wtaff”

Star 80 is & far cry from the
hard rock-Navored Higher, Chop-
py guiters {(a la Afghan Whigs)
and Myers's steipped down vecals
puir up o create o Replacementa-
enque sound on " Luck.”

On the sang “Star 80, Myers
and his fuzzy guitar bring along o
PTD (post-Tanys Donelly)
Breeders sountd whila Falzon lays
down the rhythm with bossist
Jumes Hurton, formerly of Ethos.

When the band members write
songs, they push aside their influ-
ences, which range from Motown
and Prince to Iggy Pop to tradi-
tional country,

I think the main thing s when
Eric cames up with the idea of the
song, | kind of just dan't think
about my influences and [ just
play ta the song. Eric's guitar

uying inspites me for my purta.
1 listen to a ot of stulf but Tden's
cansciously try and incorporate
anpects of staff that 1 listen to.
It's nat a contrived thing at o]l

Falzon added that Star 60's
sound is still evalving.

“We've just begun 1o explore
wihc:lm we want to go with the mu.
L10A

Star 80 celebrates of CL with
party and performance at 8 p.m.
Suturday, Feb. 17, at the Old Mi-
ami, 3930 Cass Ave., (between
Alexandrine and Selden), Detrait.
The show in open to thuse 21 and
older. For more information, call
(1.3} 811-3830. For more informa-
tiun about Star 80, write
Woudshed Records, P.O. Box
#2391, Rochester, MI 48308.
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der. There's
and weird. |

— helped create the 311 sound. Cause :ll the anget {stuff) is just : 364
“We wers in aly cheesy: o : L SR N Lk
these different u“d'l"‘ music "’;: Seston said that Herum and  Colsbeating relonse: The Volebeats — from left, singer/guitarist Jeff Oakes, singer/guitarist Matthew Smith,
3;( wﬁu 4 throug  In our U4 Martinez, the group’s u;d.‘llu guitarist Bob McCreedy, bussist Russell Ledford, and unpictured drummer Scott Michalski.
Cive ffort instead of a basic rock {2 0 47 by dal- . .
Ho sdded that “intaresting”  “I'va beerd them say before l b t 1 p]. t g g EP
e ot Volebeats release plaintive, gorgeous
*“To ma, the No. 1 thing has not {motivate them). SA tole s xisTiNa Fuoco Lection of trembling, tw: love er got beyond the very moment
hnn‘l'::ﬂum:‘n u:t‘duvw :‘:: ‘“;" though. But E.‘lﬁ’&m. A songs that m:in“' .l that we pasted/My Iilc' without
an "““’,"‘;:.‘_u."“s_mi”"'.; $0e of positivity end just really  Thanks to bands like the Juy. scundtrack to an ending of s rels- u’?"ﬁ:é’,';..“‘“”‘..,’*““;;.‘?:.‘i‘;
plaioed. ’ epilling out what' they've bawhe Wikee snd 800 Uk 00 e ‘sibum kicks off with & broken beasted/l'm sad sod lone.
T T Ry - oL ey g e R R
music sod really unique mosic, | ba eaid it dosea's bothe bim tha &W-M'r"ﬂ““"ﬂ"' Love You Just A lide Morv, same cid you “
alweys thought o meinstrsam sudisnces are - thrilled & : “Bittersweet” is » segue o
first thing thet everyous would  pow catchingoo. Jost “new” But it's sctual- On it, JofT Oakaw’s vocals arw so  Vedebeats’ follow-up to 1994's
e Dosime.who i Iy tbe opponte, Plasce skt th o fijod (st he soands like *Up Nor which wil be rv
are - - 0 . OB ow .
e L i for the msiz, which uylrdunm:m “We kad that sound dows si :-:mwh-m:-l.hwmn; Hoaed Sade Houoe Records. s coo-
T2t  big surprise amymore. it g music it takes years sgo,” eald ainger/ gl L with you J'm fal-  tioea bome Lo the Lusachicks and
& surprise how fow people are out time to understand where the Lo, ouriter/guitarist v you 'Sa Lo the band
thers who are well known who W“““"‘h"‘“‘-'&":’g e e s wotio /e, has 1616 songs sscorded for the
selely concentzste oo bow moch Lﬁqmm.l:?nk-ge‘dmm- 'Wm":m“"‘u"‘ ot and saper, :z. foed your out in smid-96. Sivce
o M NS e R Ty Tl e b S R
311 s comprisnd of Sive guys — from * ,‘.‘:-.-“ =y el vy magarines, followed the
Joad vecalist/rhythms gaitariet Cypress Hills, the Pharcyds and Froes a markating band afar “Uip North,” that's
chelas Hoxum, drummer Sexton, 311 ploy & t=id-out show ot 630 ooulda’t be pcre per- mwmm sure 0 follow. But the modest
mitariet Tha Mahoney, bacizt  pam. Thurnday, Feb. 22, at the fact. The Volebests bave 084 You,” writtan  band shrugs it off.
P-Nut, sod vocslist BA Mertines Siate Theotre, 3116 Woodwerd the EP ~Bittarsweet™ on the -+ by formee drommes Bill Patorscn,
— whe op toguther in  Ave, Dutroit. For more informe. ol Oak-besed Thizd Gesr whers Oekies ks copvincieg  The Yalsbests will make it o0
Oxnobe, Elﬂn neld thet riom, coll (313) P61-5451. W“‘-‘;‘(”“'mﬂl’ 23 a brokma-bessted fover: “} nev-  theis own lawrels, not hocaase of 8
b ’ F » /e A



