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Unanswered questions

BY PAT Muneity
BTV WHITER

The questionu that defense
sttorneys want to ask prospoc-
tlve jurora In the trial of Dr.
Jack Kevorkian are mure than
an invaslon of privacy, accord.
ing to the Birmingham-based
Michlgan Chriatian Coalltlon.

*“They're antl-Christian,”" sald
Glenn M. Clark, executive direc-
tor of the atate hranch of the
Christian  Coalitlon, which
clalma 200,000 members and
supporters in Michigan,

Jury selection In tho trial of
Kuvorkian was delayed Tuvaday
for the sccond day aw the Michi-
gan Court of Appeals inued

6 Several religious
organizations, mostly
Chrlstlan, have con-
domned asslsted sul-
clde. Earller this
month they were
Joinad by the Councli
of Orthodox Rabhls
of greater Dotrolt.

tive Jurars about their beliefs,”

Religious groups blast Fieger

similar to those he asked of pro-
spective jurors when Kevorkian
was on trial in Detroit for the
asuiatod suicide of Novi resident
Thomas Hyde. The flamboyant
attornoy said they were deslgned
to detect religlous blas on the
part of Jows, Musllms or Cheis-
tlanw,

But that's not tho way the
Michigan Chrlstian Coalition
views them, said Clark, who
noted the yuestions specifically
rofer to “born again,” ur “ro-
born" Christiane.

he snid Tuesday, “F
do the samu thing, especlally in
canes invoiving Cathotic priests.

to review a challenge from Oak-
land County Prosecutor Richard
‘Thaompson.

The court of appeals put the
trial on hald until it can decide
whother questions «defenso at-
torney Guoffrey N. Fiegor wante
to agk prospective jurora do cro-
ate on unconatitutional inva-
nion of their privacy, as claimed
by the prosecutor.

Flogor sald he intends to
question jurors about possiblo
roliglous projudlces rogardlvss of
Thompeen or the court of
appezls,

“1 have a right to ask prespec-

“Wo (the dofcnse) have a right
ta know the ruligious boliefs of
jurors the snmo as wo have the
right to know thele polltical
leanings,” sold Fioger, who has
sometimes referred to religious
people — especially those op-
posed to Kovarkian — as “relig- -
ious nuts.”

Fiegor said his questions —
that he had hoped to sek in the
questionnaire known as the vair
dire ~— were denigned to counter
thy prosccutor’s sttempt  to
“ptack the jury (with rellglous
fundamentalists) against o falr
trial,*

He nald the questions were

“If the q wore specifi-
cally aimed ot Jows or
Muslhms," snid Clerk, “there'd
be en uproar. But because
thoy're nimed at Christinns, no-
body says anything."

Clark waid he agrees with pro-
secutor Thampaon that aeking
wuch questlons would  have
cause kome prospectivo jurors to
withtirawal from conaideration
rather than disclose intimate
dutuils of their religious convic-
tions.

Several religlous  vrganiza.
tions, mostly Christian, have
condemned  awsivted  sulclde.
Earlier this month they were
jolned by the Counci! of Ortho-
dax Rabhis of greater Detrolt.

The group's spokeaperson,

Center of Controversy: Defense Geoffrey Fieger was the focal point of mediu attention -

JERRY ZOLYNGKY/STATY PIUTOGRAIE,

in Oakland Circuit Court this week where Dr. Jack Kevorkian was scheduled to go

on triad.

Rubbi Elimelech Sliberborg of
Cungregativn Bais Chabad In
Weut Bloomfield, way quoted as
snying that people who commlit
or help with suicide aro not
“bod! ur vicious, but simply mis-
guided.”

Quoklund Circuit Judge Jessl-
co R, Cooper, Tuenday declined
ta comment on the upcoming
trinl or thy controversy swirllng
around jury questlons,

“1 have saued an order in-
structing the prosecutor’s office
and defense attorneys to refrain
from commenting on the case,”
sho sald. “I intend to abide by
that order ns well."

Kovorkian {s facing two four-
year felony charges for the 1993
duaths of Merian Frederick, 72,
of Ann Arbor, and Dr. Ali Khali-
H, 61, of wuburban Chicago.
They are two of 27 people known

to have taken their own lives af-
ter connulting with Kevorkian, a
retired pothologist who has be-
come an international figure be-
cause of his ndvocacy of physi-
cian-ansisted suicide,

Frederick died Oct. 22 and
Khalill dicd Nov. 22, both in the
apartment of Kevorklan, who at
that time lived in Royal Oak.
The retired physicion has since
moved to West Bloomfield.

Hills ice arena profits, dry-floor activities still in plans

By Bitt. COUTANT
K1 WiIvEH

The Farmingtan Hilla lco Arona is
showlng a profit, much to the rellef of

city offictala.

A report fram City Manager Bill Cos-
tick ptosented at Munday's regular
mesting clarifted proponed guidelines for
the comlng year, but aluo brought out
some philosophical differonces between
the city council and sume members of
the Ico Arena Advisary Committeo that

the cauncil appointed.

“We want to make sure that every kid
that wants to play hockey in Farmington

Hills will have & place to

to discuns the guidelines. *

Councilman Terry Sever, who mot with
Councilwoman Cheryl Oliverio, Mayor
Aldo Vagnozzi, Costick, Assistant City
Manager Dave Call, lco Arona Manager
Jerry Nulnon and members of tho Farm-
ington Hills Hockey Asaociatlon Feb. 7

Thase guidelines provide that all
Hills residents who apply by Aug. 1 to
play hause league hockey will be includ-

play,” said

ed in thu progrum.
residents who opply after will be conaid.
ered an e first-come basis, with resl-
dents getting priority.

The new guidelines oluo address trav-
¢l team requirements, providing thet 50
peecent of each team’s players be resi-
dents. That had been a sore paint carly
in the 1995-06 scuson,

The guidclines also provide that one
of the arens's two ice surfaces will be
melted this summer for dry-floor activi-
tles. That is where Dennis Fitzgerald,

' ~ FARMINGTON FOCUS

Wanted: ballot checkers

he city of Farmingtan Is leoklng for o fews
0od . . , election workers,

“They'H bo needed to handle precincts for
the upcoming Presidential primsty, and August
and N bor alocth fections Insy put
In a ful) day, checking vater registratlons, helping
ot voter machines and filling out etatement
gheets. Inapectors are pald for the 12- Lo 14-hour
work day.

“I'm looking for quite a fow appliconta hecause
many of out workers ars retiring,” maid Janice
Schmidt, who works In the clerk’s offtco.

Elections Inapectars have to be registered votetn
in the city. Application forms are avaliable at
Farmington Clty Hall. For information, call 474
5500,

Tax help, seniors?

embers of the Farmington Hilla Chapter of

the American Association of Retired Per-

sons (AARP), with speclal training from
the RS, will help Formington-aroa sonlor citizens
prepare thele tax retumns (ree of charge.

The AARP volunteers will be st the Farmington
Hills Activity Center on 11 Mile cast of Middla-
belt from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on the following
Mondays: Feb. 18, 26; March 4, 11, 18 and 265;
April 1,8,16.

For more information or to register, call 473-

830,

Apptause for him

eno Williams has been named Botaford
Continuing Health Center's “Applause!
Applause!” winner for February.
Williams, » maintenance assistant at the Farm-
ington Hills senlor citizen resldence, juggles many
ihilities Including plumbing and electrical

Noar tiles. He also maintains houses in the Bats-
fard Commens retirement cammunpity.

Willinmn was nominated for the “Applanse! Ap-
plause!” awsrd by his collengues. He lives in De-
troit with his wife, Bernlee,

‘Casual Classics’ coming

innlat Dickran Atamisn will be the fea-
tured performer at the Farmington Arca
Philbarmanic's annual “Casual Clossics”
program 3 p.m. Sunday, Feh. 25, in the Clooney
Auditorium of Mercy High School, 11 Mile and
Middiebelt roads, Parmington Hills,
Waorks of Brahams, Prokofiev and Stravinsky
will be performed. Tickets at $20, $156 and $10, ore
ilable ut all Mctrobank locati or through
the moll; Fermingten Area Philharmonic, P.0.
Rox 449, Farmington 48332
Tickets are discounted fur students and senior
citizens and discounts are available through an
annual Fund Membership. Call 478-2075 for more
information.

trish Cooking School
he (ith-annual Jrish Cooking School will
T De beld Seturday, March 2, in the hallroom
of the Betsford Inn, 28000 Grand River,
Farmington Hills.
The themo for this year's school I “Irish Coun.
try Houxe Breakfaxt and Pub Gruh." A $16 donn-
tion, which includes a buffet lunch and a huok of

Irish recipes, Jo asked.
Far more information, call 540-6687.

Items for Farminglon Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Obxerver, 33411 Grand River,
Farmingtan 48336; faxed to 477-9722; or dropped
off at the newspaper office. For the computer [i-
terate, the Internet E-mail address is:

X i

Non-renidents and

chairman of the now defunct advisory
committee, took exception.

Fitzgerald, & former chairman of the
city's Parka and Recreatlon Commisslon
and member of the original committee
that studied the feasibility of an arona,
said the arena hus covered debt servico
and costs ahead of schedule because of
the demand for ice. Not using that ice
during the summer would not make
business sense.

“I'm dismeyed,” he sald. “The de-
mond (for ice) could carry through the

summer.”

Ken Fortier, who has also been in- .

valved with the ice arena since the sty

slago, agreed with Fitzgerald thet the
arena should be run like a busine

adding that two weeks of proceeda for ice
time would be lost i it was used for dry-

floor activities.

The council unanimously accepted
the report and directed Nelson to hegin
work on finding appropriate dry-fluor sc
tivites, such as in-line skating, basket-

ball, craft shows end exhibitions.
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Five Parmington.area students
have been nominated for U.S. ser-
vics academies by U.B, Rep. Joe
Knollenberg, a Republican whose
11th Congressional District in-
cludes Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills.

Maurs Duggan, Brian Raldl,
Thomas Mondous, Gecrye Adams
and Marc Plotkin wure nomi-
nated. Each student mt r:ov
apply to the reepective amies.
ahy demy will d ine fi-

epairs, carpentry projects, puinting and

com.

pack;

year at the Naval Academy Prep
School, a one-yoar school for N+
val Academy candldates.

Duggan has excellsd st the
NAPS whils participating on the
women's basketball team. An ex-
cellent student, Adams also s
member of the track and crosa
country tesms.

Mondous, currently number

one in his class at Farmington
High Schoc), has been Involved in

na) approval. .
Duggan, Adams, Mondous and
Rajd! were nominsted for the U.S,
in Annapoils,

Md., wu and - Adsms, both
1995 ustes .of Farmiogton
High Bchool, sach spent the fast

vansity athletics since bis frosh-
man year. He also has served as »
member of the FHS Student

Council,

Rajd!, who is In the top third of
his class at North Fermington,
has also excelled [n varsity athlet-
Tcs, aa well as participeting In »

Students get Knollenberg’s nod

aumber of school activities.

Plotkin was nominated for ad-
mission to the U.8. Military
Academy al West Point, N.Y. A
resident of Fermington Hills,
Plotkin Is a senior at North Farm-
ington High Bchool.

“Thesa are excellent young men
and women who are grest all
around students,” Knollenberg
said. “1 sm pleased to nominate
them to our academies. If accept-
ed, I know they will maks Farm-
Ington, Farmington Hills and
Michigan proud.”

Ovarall Knollenberg nominated
23 studenta from the 11th Die-
trict, which includes southern
Oskland County as well as por-
tions of Livonia and Redford
Township.

Jacobson

336 W. MAPLE RD. ¢ BIRMINGHAM
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,

AND SATURDAY, 8:30 AM TO 8 PM
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, 9:30 AM TQO 8 PM.
SUNDAY. NOON TO 8 PM.
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