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Prutow from pag.e 1A

Brouilletts, 43, 1a a former
AT&T and computer sofiwars
busineas owner, She has a daugh-
tor Ann Marlo in third grade at
Hillside Elomontary and another
daughter Catherine In meventh
grade at O.E. Dunckel Middle
School,

“I have a protty strong back-
ground in technology,” esid
Broufllette, who has been iIn.
volved with Hillslde PTA and
other committees. “Thore’s a lot
of lssues that have to do with
technalogy In the district. All the
individua! schocle are golng In
that direction.

“It atrikes mo that I can make
the biggest contzibution right
now.”

For Prutow, 20 years ls enough.

“It's gaing to be hard,” sald
Prutow, who made the announce-
ment at a Jan, 23 board mesting.
“I've boen toying with thia in my
mind for some time,

“[ remember ! was sitting on
atage at one of the high school
graduations and realized all of the
kids graduating had naot even
heon born whon 1 ran for the
honrd."

Prutow has worked with four
Farmington scheol superintond-
onts, helping to hiro three of them
— including current chicf Bob
Max(leld. Only trustee R, Jack
Inch’s 18 years approaches Pru-
taw's senlority, “I've got two years
on him,” she said.

The tenor of school hoard busi-
ness has changed in terms of
helng more harmonlous.

“She has not riled the waters
unncceasarlly,” Inch sald,

Prutow has been 2 full-timo
schoal board members, In eddi-
tion to her duties on the Farming-
ton board, she's paat president of
the Michigan Association of
School Boards and on the Oak-
Iand 1SD board.

A dovoteo to cducatlon, Prutow
has also attended numerous nn-
tional and state seminara and
conferences, She's been able to
keep Farmington board mombera
posted on trendn and legialation
affecting education.

Prutaw has been particular out-
spoken on technalogy and special
Issues.

Her family moved to the Farm-
ington Hilla arca hecaune of the
district's speclal education pro-
grams, she aaid. Her one aon, now
32, wan learning disabled,

That issue, along with hor PTA
invalvement, propelled her to run
for the baard in 1976,

Technelogy has progressed in
the distrlct without the henefit of
» bond fusue to pay for it.

“We're having to go slow he-
cause we don't havo all that mon-
cy," she sakd. “Thot's not such a
bad idea, We're doing very well
with what we havo.”

Prutow has remained sctivo in
state, county snd district affaira
deapite  being dlognosed  with
Multiple Scleronis 11 years ago.
The discase leaves her tired at
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Insure Your
Home and
Car With Us
and Save

When you insure your
home and car with Auto-
Owners, we'll save you
monay with our speclal

multi-policy discounts

Cosnd Rager
Frank Hand
Insurance mﬂ?
Fumhmm%‘ 0) 478-1177
Auto.Owners Insurance
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B‘l remomber | was
sltting on stage at one
of the high school gra-
duations and reallzod
all of tho kids graduat-
ing had not aven been
born when | ran for the
board.’

Helen Prutow

timen,

“I never missed a meeting be-
cause of it,” Prutow waid, “It's
nover reslly held me back.”

As for n poasibla replacement,
Prutow said there are plenty of
qualified people. The district has
invalved numerous peaple In ita
community wide task forces and
committeos.

“Thera's a lot of peaple who are
truly intercsted n oducatlon,”
she said. “When they're not,
that's when you begin to have
troubls,”
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Telecomm bill may boost cable rates

On_ Feob. 8,
Prosidont Clin.
ton signed the
Fedoral
Telecommunica-
tionw Act of 1996.
Municipal ef-
farta to retain lo-
cal zoning,
franchising and

CABLE
CONNECTION

real competition, {2) it s unclear
in some flolds whother or when
competition will develop (will the
phene companios offar cable ser.
vice?), and (3) the Act could help
1oad to one mega-manopoly if the
telephone companies force out the
cabls campanles (or vice versa) in
the competition to provide “one
inf. fon wire” to g

strecta and abllity to manage
thnir' use by ul?cum’mu‘nlcauunl

Many changes wero mude af-
fecting municipalities and cablo
levision. So:

P 1Y Includ- me of the major
ing the ability to franchise and cable ralo regulation changes are
permit such providers. that regulation of basic cable ser-

Under the Act, cable b vice il § untii the

wishing to enter the phone bus}-
ness mre aubject to these provi-
slons an municipal control and

! for use of the

control of the
rights-of-way
EN wore generally
succesaful.

The Act so-
moves logal barrlers to cable com-
!mnleu entering the telophone

CAR
COLLINS

homes. Tho Act alds somo merg-
ars between phono companies and
cable companies.

The Act removea many atato
and local legal “barriers to entry"
by naw tel feati

rights-of-way as they do now,
Thoy must obtain the tolsphone
franchlse or permit required un-
der applicablo state or local law.

phone company enters tho cably
business in a municipality. Ra e
Jatlon of cable \
servire or (expanded basic chan-
nels) ends immediately for “small
cable companies” and ends overy-
where on March 31, 1999. It will
end earlior if the phone company
onters the cable busincss in &

pro-
viders and authorlzes the FCC to

phone los ontes-
Ing the cable business and the
former Bell Telsphone companies
enterlng the long distance busi-
nese, The goal of removing barri-
ers is to increase competition.

But cable and phone rates
could go up hefore they go down.
This is becauso (1) the Act re-
moves regulation hofore there 1a

P pt legsl that
vivlate this provision, However, It
statoa that nothing in it pro-
empta that authority of a local
unit of government to manage Ite
righta-of-way and to require fair
and bl ton on

The Act states that a cable
franchise {a not Iredd for such
phone service.

The Act i to

Mty. “Small cable; com-
panies” muat have undor 50,000
bacribors in & franchi

the elfect that a municipality may
not under the Cable Act impuse a
requirement prohiblting o cable
company from providing phone
lcrvlsw.

a competitlvely neutral and non-
discriminatory basia.
So, municipal contral aver the

can now
obtain a cable franchise and pro-
vido conventional cable service
under this Act.

a ares,
and (with parents and affillates) |
have fower than 560,000 tatal sub-
scribora and lesa than $250 mil-
llun in nnnual revenues, o' this
does not apply to Time Warnor.

Caren A. Callins is the Execu-
tive Director of the Sauthwestern
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INTRODUCING AMERITECH’S NEW PICK UP & GO CELLULAR.

With 2 3-year Pick Up & Uo Cellular Safety plan, you got a free portuble phonce, monthly alrtime and service all fur just $19.95 a month.

1U's everything you need to go cellular In one simplo pack. Hurn? Offer ends soon.

CALL 1-800-MOBILE-1 TODAY.
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Offer eveds V2196, 1508 Ameeitech (i All Fighis rvaerved. 106 11, Puowre and Aswordates Cellolsr Satisfathot btudy based on 2,443 crilubas telephone sitru sitmrs In A of the Lop tF marbrts

Arst month,

eritech

YOUR LINK T0 BETTER
COMMUNICATION®

n Detroit, Amieritech Cellular Receives Highest Overall -
Customer Satisfaction Ranking '

mong Cellular Users. -

it's a Great
Cellular Value.

Oakland Cable Commixaion.
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