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Consultants help Kevorkian attorneys select jury

BY PAT MURPIIY
S1AF WaitER

Religious background may have been
off limits for the lawyers of Dr. Jack
Kevorkisn as they screened juroms in
Oakland Circuit Court.

But that didn't mean attorneys Geof-
frey N. Fieger and Michacl A. Schwartz
couldn't try to delve into the conscience
and psyche of prospective jurvrs for
hints of convictions — religious or oth.
vrwise — that might interfece with ob.
jeetivity.

Sixteen jurors — eight men and cight
women — were empaneled Thursday for
Kevorkian's felony trial that beging
Tuesday before Judge Jessica R, Cooper,
who also denied a motion to sequester
the jury.

Jurers were selected from a pool of 60
people selected at random. More than

two dozen  prospective jurors  were
excused — some for cause, and some on
led ¢ chall

lives in Bloomfleld Hills, and Oliver,
who llves in West Bloomfield, are

ptory requir-
ing no reason or explanation.

*1 used my last pre-emptory on that
‘Nazi', * Fieger said Friday, referring to s
juror who said he considered suffering to
be a “badge of honor,”

“Ldidn’t want anyone like that sitting
in judgment of Jack Kevorkian,” said
the Numboyant attorney, who has em-
phasized that his client helped gatients
terminate the pain.

During jury selection, Kevorkian's at-
turneys were accompanivd by three con-
sultants, Louis Genevie from New York
and Ruth Holmes and Susan Oliver ol
Pentee, Inc., in Bloomfield Hills.

“This is the Grst time I've use
handwriting experts,” said Fieger, wha
declined to tatk about what Holmes and
Oliver might have told bim based on
handwriting samples of the jucars.

Jury selection is a critical considera-
tion in a high-profile caso like Kovorki-
an's, according to Larry Dubin, profes.
sur of law at the University of Detrolt.
Metcy. “That’s because many people are
already predisposed on an saue like os-
sinted suicide.”

Nubody hus a constitutional right to
jury consultants, said Dubln, “but their

atout
lassifivd

e dedlined to

ly populas, ially when

Genevie's expertise exeept o
him as o “juey expert.” Holmes, whe

there ate important issues involved™ and

the client has some resources.

*Jury consulting is not an exact sci-
“ joned D Birmingh

suggesting Eh'" a majority of poople fa-

ence, ubln, &

resident. “And somo luwyers prefor not
to use them. But they (jury consultants)
can provide valuable information.”

in her instructions, Judge Coopor sald
it was okey for prespective jurors to have
religious convinctions or strong oplnions
about suicide, assisted suicide, Kevorkl-
un ur other particulars involved in the
case,

“But you must bo able to listen with
both cues,” admanished the judge. “You
must boe able Lo put aside your beliofs
and render a fulr and impartiol decision
bosed on the {acts and the law."

Prior to the case, Oakland Prosecutor
Richurd Thompson said the prosecution
will have a difficult chanco of convicting
Kevorkian given public opinion polls

vor assisted  suiclde. The
strategy, he said, would be to demon-
strata that osslsting in a sulcide wos
illegal under what was then Michigan
law.

In 1993, tho atate legislature passed
the law — almed speciflcally at Kovorki-
an — meking asslsting in a suicide o fel-
ony carrying a maximum penalty aof four
years in prison. The law expired 18
months later with the legislature unsble,
or unwilling, to cantinue it er ennct a
replacoment.

Assistant prosecutor John Skrzynaki
cautloned jurors to put aside any per:
sonal beliefs on assisted suicide and
linse thelr declsion on the law aa it exist-
il from February, 1893 until it lapsed a
year and one-half later.
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POLICE /FIRE CALLS

tisted below are some of the
Farmington.ared pohce ncidents,
tirer €aNS and court ases report-
o dunng the past week.

M YHEFTS

A $250 cellular phone was
stolen from a green 1996 Mercury
Sable parked an Ashley in Farm-
ington Hills Feb. 12-13.

B CARFIRES
Fanni Hills firefigh
from Station 2 put out an engine
fite in a 1974 Chevrolet on Ore-
harid Lake at 1:54 pan. Feb, 12,
The owner said he had started the
car to warm it up and retumed in
afew minutes to find it on fire.
BDarage to the car was $1,000 {to-
taly.

($1,750) was stolen
from the Sears Hardware store on
Middlebelt in Farmington Hills
Feb. 10-13.

A black walnut tree ($1,200)
was stolen fram a residence on
Vucri in Farmington Hills be.
tween Jan, 29 and Feb. 3.

A $300 AM/FM casette sterca

Sometimes You Have 1o

was stolen from a 1989 Ford Muu-
tang at the Collision Shop on
Eight Mile, cousing $1,500 in
damage to the dash and consule
Feb. 12-13.

A $150 pair of black, blue and
white Anfeence Hordaway bosket-
ball shoes, u $14 Nike cap and a
$60 Michael Jurdan North Caroli-
nu basketball jersey were stolen
from the YMCA on Furmington
Road in Farmington Hills Feb,

13.

An $850 snaw hlower, $800 gen-
erutor and $350 pawer washer
were stalen from a residence on
Ramble Hills between Jan. 20
and Feb. 13,

‘The driver's doot lock wan bro-
ken (3400) on a 1988 BMW
parked on Montclair in Farming-
ton Hills and a $300 cellular
phone, $50 bricf case and $100
Texas [nstruments caleulator
were stolen Feb, 13-14.

A $500 snow blower was stolen
from o garuge at & reaid

tween Nov. 30, 1995 and Feb. 14,
1

996,

A $2,800 1BM lap top computer
and Northwest Alrlines tickets to
Atlantn ($300) were among items
stolen from a 1995 Ford Escort
parked in u garage on Pipers Lane
in Farmington Hills Feb, 14-15.

A $200 cellular phone and two
remote cantrols for a garage open-
er ($50) were stalen irom a white
1995 Fard L.TD parked on
Greytharne in Farmington Hills
Feb. 14-15.

“Touly ($1,100) were stolen from
#1982 Chevy van parked at
Muack's Plumbiing on Hathawny
in Farmington Hills Feb. 13-16.

Forty-eight pair of carrings
{$20,380) were stolen from o reai-
dence an Willow Caurt in Farm-
ington Hills Jan. 23.

Four chrome wheel covera
($:360) were stolen from a 1991
Buick Century parked in the lot
of the U.S. Pont Office on 12 Mile
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[ Don’t be afraid of the
INTERNET!

Observer & Eccentric On-Line! and New Horizons
Computer Learning Center have teamed up to get you

n

|

Gol Away To et Topethen

WJnl 10 gel away lrom eventhing careptyour lamiby? Consider

X - Blr mlngham onto the internet, and teach you how to use it once
i . : you're there.
10 haflgyow‘ fowel.. O&E On-Line! subscribers can earoll in New Horizons'
i . Internet Classes at a special discounted rate. All classses
- . are taught in LIVE, HANDS-ON INTERNET classraoms in
Troy and Livonia.
in one day you'll fearn:
lnternet Basics
DNewsgroups, Remote Connect and File Transfers
Olnternet Surfing: Gopher and World Wide Web
Olnternet Security and Internet Cullure
Call O&E On-Linel—
INFORMATION—(313) 953-2266
TO SUBSCRIBE--(313) 953-2297
TECH SUPPORT—(313) 953-2278

our Famity Value Package. 1U's lun. It's affordable. Andyouand
™ " the kids will enjuy a spacious twu-room suite

including separate bedroom and Ining room
wilth awet bar, relrigeratur, microwave, colfee
makerandasofabed. It alsoincludes cempli- .
mentary preparcd-10-order brezklasl, a two-
hour beverage reception, microwavesble pop
corn, fous non akoholic beverages, a pood toy,

one free mevie rental anda homemade pizza. Kind

of makes you want to run away, does'til? For

resenvations, call yout professional travel ageat,
1-800-HILTONS, ot the Auburn Hills Hilton Suites a1810-334-2222
andask for the Family Value Package.

Wheni comes to personal fitness,the Cakland Atbleic
Club is the area's most exclusive address, Located in the
heart of downtown Birmingham. we offer all she amenities

e -

you deserve, From certified personal fitness tralners and
1. computerizeg fitness logs right down ta Bose strseaand * - !
=+ hardwood lockEry. And. nio matter what your workout, o

3, membership b Hmited, 30 yout
neves have o fight a crowd.
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2300 Feathesstone Raxd Avburm Eils, MI 43326 # 810-34. 2222
(Across from the Fontiac Sikerdome and near The Pabwe of Aiburn Hilts)
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Compuler Leaining Cenler

(313) 525-1501 ext. 1132
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your bags packed. Yewr Tl nees] them
for Jack Nickbus and Pete Dye golf. And
fox aficrmoont at Wiightsile Bexch.
At1andball, all of the best things
in life are brought together: The rutra)
bezuty of woods and water, (3T Drysdale
tennis. Friendly neighihon. Gatehose
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Or Even 50% On Selected Items i . N
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More Than Just Great Golf
Yourll ke fiving 3t Landiall, but




