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'Custom features
rule ’90s homes

ach year hirings shifts and changes in home

buyer lifestyles, product choices and aes-

thetic tastes, according to editors of Cus-
tom Home magazine. They sought out houses
designed for the way people want to tive in 1996
and found sume interesting treads.

“We found a big shift from the show-off ‘808,
writes Leslle Ensor in Custom Howme, “Today,
people apt for comfort over status, perhaps be-
cause they're spending a bigger part of theie lives
at home.”

Two of the hotteat new trends ate special inter-
est rooms {home theaters, exetcise rooms, patting
centers) and hamne offices.

Editor at Bullder maguzine add computer al.
coves, direct-vent fireplaces, flex space, recycling
centers and home automation to their list of hot
hame design trends.

*Builders are designing flexible spaces for
evolving fomilies,” says West Bloomfield custom
builder Rabert Joncs. He streases the need for
houses to accummodate the new blended fumily
that might include teens, u returning college stu-
dent, a mother-in-law and visiting grandchildren.

With all of this in mind, [ vivited the Spring
Home & Garden Show at the Novl Expo Center
for the latest building industry products and ser-
vices. The following ate my “Best of Show" picks:

“Decks are out and paving stone patios are in,”
says landscape designer Clody Richardson of
Four Seasans Garden Center in Oak Park. Uni-
lock Classico pavers when combined with wall
stunes, create a tiered patio thot forms your out-
dour apace into an cntertainment area with music
and soft light.

To achieve this ambience, simply integrate Pisa
Lites and Pisa Seunds units into your walls or
steps. With these natural aterials, you can enjoy
a low-raintenance outdoor living environment.
Fur more information, contact Unilock Michigan,
Ine. (800) 336-4056. Add a pond, water garden or

in for the ulti inut Juction

landscaping.

Laundry palace
No, it's not your “keep the door shut, or 1se”
laundry room. It's a multifunction special-intarest
room that combines a laundry facility with a hob-
Ly naok, gift wrap center, pottin sink and recy-
cling center. There's even a ventilated kitty litter
house. It's ail done with Homecrest Custom Cabi-
netry from Cherri Kitehea & Bath, Nocth-
ville.Opt for specinlized cabinets such as a pul-
g : Jout cubby for

rihbon spoolx, &
hinged pull-
down bin for
taundry deter-
gent, pullout re-
cycling bins, =
tilt-out soap
storage bin, even
a drawer that
Runul" radiator/

houses a pop-n ironing board. A
towel warmer from Ruasell Hard

Magic of tetevislon: Live from New York. .
bridge line, the designer appeared in an informal

Avenue in New York.

. it's Isaac Mizrahi! To market his new youthful
12-city satellite broadcast from the Saks Fifth

MALLSSVIAINSTREETS ..........

Mizrahi
via videa

M Detroit was among the
markets chosen by Saks
Fifth Avenue to view & '
simulcast developed to per-—
sonalize a designer's work =
for his cllents. =

BY SUsSAN DEMAGGIO
HIANE WRITLR "
Passing Perrler and popcorn down
the aiales, fans of Now York deslgher
faanc Mizrahl gathered before a big
screen TV at Seks Fifth Avenue in
the Somerset Collection recently to
view his new bridge line IS@@C via
satellite broadcast linking 12 markets
to the event.
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Veteran clothier mixes art and fashion

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
ST WHILIR

Today, when large department
store chains dominate the business of
women's fashion, Michacl GetsofT's
i little shop in di Bir-
mingham is a refteshing change,

After more than 50 years of dress-
ing »style.conscious women, Getaofl
knows his gingham from his Gore-tez.
He knows the errors women make
when purchasing clothes and  he
wants to helyp his clients avoid them.

At Michael's Fashions, 280 North
Woodwand in the America Building,
he helps women use thelr asseta to
put their best loak forward, Eay him a
visit if unly for the tips he's gathered
through his experiences in the world
of image making.

As an art student at Cass Tech in
Detroit, Getsoff studied design and
costume illustzation. He honed his
art skills as an spprentice at Kem in
downtown Detroit. Before owning his
awn shop, Getsoff managed Julie's in
the Fisher Building for yesrs.

At Julie's, his tolenta served the
apparel whop well. Getsoff worked st

ything from designi indows to
illustrating ads end Nyers. Tiring of
retail in the 19508, he became an ap-
parel stylist for Detroit photogra-
phers, creating advertisementa for the
automotive industry.

He recalled the highlight of his ca-
reer, dreasing Zaa Zsa Gebor for n
commercisl on the West Coast. The
fun assignment offaet the reality of
having to rise at dawn 1o prepare for
shooting in the best light.

“The most cammon shopping mis-
take peopic make is Impuleive buy-
ing.” he edvised. “Before you make &
clothing purchase ask yoursclf, ‘Can
this item work in my wardrobe? Can 1
weat il with other things?' Make sure
it"s multipurpose.

“Garments for women should hbc

" he

inine and fig

conlirued. “Anything in black is al.
ways number one. Far apring, it's the
pastels, but in fashion what goes
around comes around. Fashions don't
change that much.  like young de-
nigners — Chicago designers Peggy
Martin and Csroline Rose. JJ
Hobeau la fun; Ferinas of New York
in good for canservative; for apice, it's
Tadashi.”

Jewelry pieces are created especial-
Iy far Michael’s by o local ortist cx-
clusively to accessorize vieces like a
black pantsuit trimmed with faux
leapard ond two-piece business suita
purchased during buying trips to Chi-
cago and New York.

Lenther briefcases, perfumn bot-
tles, topestry pillows, china book
ends, and a few antiques round out
the shap's offcrings adding flair to the
houtique's charm.

Getsoff doean’t cansider his appar-
el for upscale shoppers only. Prices
range fzom $195 to $460. His market-
ing strategy is simple: the personal
touch of an old-fashioned gentleman
aiming to outfit a one-of-a-kind lady.

“Jt’s & small shop, but it's very spe-
cisl. 1 don’t approach customers as
soon as they walk in. | let them look

sround. 1 also have a markdown rack.
I don’t belleve In gimmicks or high
prives.”

While you're st Michacl's Fash-
fans, ask to see his gouscho paintings
of whimsical fallen angels and cats
ance exhibited at the Detrolt Astists
Murket, Detroit Institute of Arts, and
other spaces around
fecls the artworks tie-In with fashion
compasition, color and (ine.

town, Getsoff

Cummenting on the demise of so
many independent fashion retailors
of Inte, Getsoff said his business too
has stuwed down.

“Sinco the beginning of January
it’s been tough,” he sighed, “But I'm
hanging on. 1 like being in Blrming-
ham. 1t's vory speclalized. I will ride
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Sonsa of style: Michael Getsoff pases among the treasures in

his Birmingham boutique.
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