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Black gold: There’s oil under
them thar subdivisions. . .orat
least one company thinks so. '
Farmington Hills has scheduled a
hearing on the matter. /3A

Anyone for the board?: Beinga
trustee on a public schaols board
of education is an important role
for the right people. /BA

Write onl: Once again, Farming-
ton Observer readers aren't shy
about sharing their opinions in
letters to the editor. /8A

That Internatlonal feeling: With
its new name, Oakland County's
airport boasts a global feeling. /8A
 coumuNITY LFE
At a Glance: Meet Michele

Glance, the Farmington Obgero-
er's new Community Life editor.
/11A

Oh, Mercyl: The career ofa
Farmington Hills parochial school
principal seems to have gone
circle. /11A

Art: Joseph Wesner's retrospec-
tive at Meadow Brook Art Gallery
is more than a look back at the
internationally renowned sculp-
tor's career. /1B

Music: Spend ‘One Hot Minute’
with the Chili Peppers. /1B

Tourney winner: Farmington
High wrestler Matt Michalski cap-
tured his second regional champi-
onship and qualified for a thi

state meet. /1C

Showdown on skates: Catholic
Central and Brother Rice clashed
in a regional tournament hockey

game

ednesday. /1C

Exciting eclectic: A visit to the
area residence of columnist Sally
Gerak shows the fun the imagina-
tive innovator has with eclectic de-
sign. /Section D

Opinlons . .
Polios,fire .

HERE'S HOW TO REACH Us

Officials on di;ersity: Just

What do the Farmington and Farmington Hills
council members and the Farmington school

versity in the community, the focus of a joint
meeting at the Farmington Training Center.,

trustees have In common? A desire to manage di- -

BY LARRY O’CoNNOR
BTty WRITHR

Three elected governmental bodies
of the Farmington srea threw their
full support behind ongoing diversity
efforts Tuesday.

But they’re anly 19 people — a tiny
fraction of the 85,000 who live in both
cities.

Othors outslds of offizialdom have
to come forward if muiticulturalism
is to work, said mumbera of the Fam-
ington Board of Education, Farming-
u;ln and Farmington Hills city coun-
cils,

Diversity — and how to deal with it
— highllghted the annual joint meet-
ing at the Farmingten Teolning Cen-

tor.

In the past, the elected threo bave
discussed ostablishing 8 police iai-
son school ! llzed

© 1090 Dissrvat b a0 tiraiOapen. ic.

do it:

managed. .
Cleveland Heights has been pecog:
nized notionally for its nine-point

teen conter snd conflict resolution

program.

“J think moving into something
Itke this Is just logical for two com-
munpitics that have been very proac-
tive in this,” said Farmington City
Manager Frank Lavhoff.

Members of the Fasmington/Parm-
ington Hills Multiculturel Multisa.
cial Communlty Council gave a report
on its visit to 8 Cleveland suburh
where Integrstion is being carefully

planon i $on, which has curbed:
mc accompanying trend of white

ght.
All three elected bodies ngreed both

communities should sdopt similar
gulding principles, The steering cox-
mittee of the multicultural council
will dovelop those thames. .
EBach elected hody would then con-
sider formally adopting such a plan.

Sce DIVERSITY, 2A

*BY ALLEEN WINGBLAD
Brary Warma
ave you petted a python late-
Jy? How about ao Indian
Munjac deer in ao African

serval?

Chances are you bave ... ff
you're among the hundreds of Farm-
jngton-area residents who attended
last Fridsy's third-aonua) Family
ﬂvl‘ﬂ;lltthwuﬂmM.OnldckM-

tios Contar,
Dads, moms aud kids of all ages

A time for familles in Farmington Hills

Lots to eee and do: The Bell family of Farmington Hills attended th
Margaret holds 2'%-yeor-old Christopher, and Doug holds 3%-year-old Amy.

enjoyed a full schedule of events
throughout the evening jncluding
vigits with exotic animals, craft
making, & turnbling demonstrations,
a live atage performance and open
swimming.

Team muscots “Paws" and
“Roary" from the Detzoit Tigers and
' Detroit Lions were oo bend to sizn
autographs while Farmington Hills
Fire Department clowns roamed
through Shannon Hall delighting
fornities - with balloon and magic

)

cks.

“The activities were hosted by the
Farmington Hills Recreation Divi-
sion along with the Commission on
Children, Youth and Familles.

“This (Family Night) is really
very nlce. We get to go out und meet
people and it’s good for the kids,"
said Farmington resident Linda
Bywalsc, who camo to the Activities
Center with her husband Rou and
their two children Michael, 8, and
Stacey, 4. “When I mentioned to the

e recent Family Night at the Activities Center.

Exotic critters fascinate Family Night crowd

SHARUN |EMELNBTARY PIkITeN

kida that there would be animala
here, they couldn't wait to come,”
shbe said.

“And it ia nice to get out this time
of year,” added Ron, “IU'a neat to
have a day that f{amilies can do
something tike this together. I was
protty excited about it myself, cape-
clolly the animals and nature
things.”

Indeed, tho animals were & major

Soo FAMELY NIGHT, 3A

West Bloomfield woman makes board bid

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
Brary WaTeR

Ellen Bouchard may live outside
city limits, but she won't let s mailing
addeess limit hez from running for the
schoo! board in the district her chil-
dren attend.

eld

FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

also taken out a petition and said
she'll run.

Trustee and board President Joe
Svake plana to seok n"seecng,u:rm.

Bouchard, 47, is a West Bl
resident but her three children attend
Farmington Public Schools, which
boundaries include a portion of the
south end of the township. Some 331
West Bloomfield children attend
Farmington Schools.

Bouchard has taken out » nominat-
ing petition and sald she Intends to
run for a seat in the Juna 10 election.

Two seats are open. Farmington
Hills parent Priscilla Brouilstte has

""m an ‘hard
who Is & speech langusge pathologist.
“J have a neod to understand what
happans from the other side.”

Bouchard has twins, Adam and
Melinss, 16, who attend North Farm-
ington High and & daughter, Denn,
13, who goes to Warner Middie
8chool.

She's boeu activo in the Eagle Elc-
mentary PTA, past president of the
Warner Middle School Paront Forum,

and member of the middle school’s
Building Leadership.

At the district lavel, Bouchard has

been 8 member of the Commanity Fo-
rum and been involved with the Mis-
slon 2007 strategic planning Initia-
tive,
She works full time in her busi-
ness, Functional Rehabilition Inc.,
which provides home care for people
who have traumatic brain injurics,

Bouchard has a master's degree in
Speech Language Pathology and a
bachelor's degree in Special Educa-
tion. She eamed both degroea at
‘Wayne State University.

The Pennsylvania native also hes a
TV and radie background, including
a stint as an on-alr consumer reportar
on WCAU-AM in Philadelphia. She
did writing and editing in the WXYZ.
TV (Channel 7) newsroom.

Little things remind Weat Bloom-
field reaidents that they belong to s
different schoo! district, Bouchard
said.

For one, Farmington Board of Edu-
cation meetings aro not cablecast in
West Bloomfield. Continental Cable
wiros West Bloomficld; Time Wamer
handles the Farmington ares.

See BOUCHARD, A

Let's honor volunteers

F somsone who. . .

8 Gives Just a little bit more?

armington Hills' Commission on Children,
Youth and Families is asking Do you know

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Award winners will be announced at the Farm-

Republican Club president
en Marks, former Farmington Hills Mayor
and C .t was id

& 0
@ the Farmington Area Republican Club dur.

B 8 his/her time for others?
committeex ar clubs?
8 Is always thers when needed?
® Volunteers in any
Those pecple deserve recognition, commission
officials think. Now, Farmington-area residants

ington Hills' volunteer Recognition Night at 6:30
p.ta. Thuesday, Aprll 25, at the Willlam M. Cos-
tick Activitios Center, 11 Mile Road east of
Middlebelt.

An entey form for honaring volunteers may be
found on page 4A. Please fill It out and mail it to '
th insion at the address indicated. For more

can say thank you to
thair names for possible awards,

Information, call Kim Healey at 4731813,

inhtha group's annual meeting Feb. 14,

arks, exscutive director of The Longacre
House of Farmington Hills (formerly the Commu.
nity Center), served on the Hilla Charter Commis-
alon (1872), the City Council (1883-92) and as
mayor (1887).
Ha was also president of the Michigan Muni,
pal League in 1992, roceiving statewide recogn!
tion for his leadership during the term.

7




