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.Ylm Kimura performs with
the Rochester Symphony at
Varner Recital aﬁ on the
campus of Oakland Universi-
ty. Call (810) 651-4181 for
tickets.

SRO Productions “Everybod

.| Loves Opal,” by John Patric

‘| in the City of Southfield's his-

toric Center, “The Burgh.” Call
(810) 827-0700 for show times
and tickets.

Vo ~-B

Have yuu&' bids ready for a
silent auction of celebrity
aprons at Taste of Troy, 1-4
p.m. at the Troy Marriott. Call
(810) 689-1687 for details.

Hot tix: Colm Wilkinson
stars in “Andrew Lioyd
Webber — Music of the
Night" at the Fox Theatre.
Tickets available at all
Ticketmaster outlets or by
calling (810) 433-1616.

Artist shares experiences ‘At Mid-Career’

BY MARY KLIMIC
OTary WAITIX
Joseph Wesner's retroapective at the
Meadow Brook Art Gullery at Qakland
University in Rochestar is moro than &
back over 18 yeass of the interna-
sculptor’s carver. It is
alxo a celebration, ono for new viewers
as well as for Wesner and those who
tered and d him in his
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‘One Hot
Minute’

with the

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
BYAYY WaITER

Theroe is no auch thing a8 a straight-forward
interview with the Red Hot Chili Peppers.

Not five minutes into the interview, Birming-
ham native and Red Hot Chili Peppers’ drummer
Chad Smith turns the tables and begins asking
cxtremely personal questions.

*You don’t have to b§ ashamed of soxuality
(even though) we've bean raised to think it's a
dirty and terriblo thing I{: this typical American
saclety of oppressed soxunlity,” the Bloomfield
Hills Lahser High Schoo} graduate said with a
sly giggle via telophong from his C. liforni
home.

“Oppressed sexuality” asp two words that have
pmbu.gly never been used in associntion with tho
Red Hot Chili Peppers, From the infamous sock-
wearing incidont to tho lyrics on their albums,
the Red Hot Chili Peppers aren’L onea to hold

ck,

Tho tradition continues with the promotion for
thoir latest album “One Hot Minute” (Warner
Bros.). The video for the frantic firat single,
“Warped,” ends with o platonic smooch between
new guitarist Dave Navarro (ex-Jane's Addic-
tion) and singer Anchony Kiedin.

Navarro puckered up again, this time with
hassist Flea, on the cover of Guitar magozine's
Qctobor issue above the headline “Nothing’s
Shocking,” o take on the title of Janc's Addic-
tion's 1988 album. A number of book, drug, and
other steres who disapproved of the cover shot
pulled it from tho shelves.

“We liko to stir the pot of controversy every
once i-n awhile. It's not even like a conscious

With the album “Ono Hot Minute,” however,
the coatroversy stops there. The band steered
away from sexua) lyrics on the album, which
s0ld one million copies in the first month of
releaso.

Instead, songa like “Warped,” “Acroplane,”
“Deep Kick,” and “Falling Into Grace” lock into
the offects of drug addiction, a problem thut
singer Kiedis kicked prior to recording “One Hot
Minute.” The album's closing track “Transcend-
ing® was written for decoased actor River

In a recent intorview, Kiedia wouldn't com-
ment on the songs’ change of focus soying he
hates talking nbout song themes,

*] really hate analyzing our music. It takes all
the fun out of it, it takes the mystery and the
beauty out of it. We work on songs and wo record
them for peoplo to hear and it ian't our place to
sit thers and try to give detalled cxplanations of

2 song came to be or what it's about.”

Musically, “Onc Hot Minute" ricochets

between psychedelic, metal and spoken word

Anthony Kiedis, guitarist Dave Navarro,
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Four hot musiclans: The Red Hot Chili Pcﬁpers - clockwise from top, singer

assist Flea, and drummer/Birming-

ham native Chad Smith - will play The Palace of Auburn Hills on Thursday,

March 7.

1N CONCERT
who; The Red Hot Chili Peppers, along
with special guests Toadies and Space-
hog. .
When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 7
Where: At The Palace of Auburn Hills, 2
Championshlp Drive (Lapeer Road at I-75),
Auburn Hills,
Tickets: $22.50 available al The Palace
box office and all Ticketmaster oullets. For
more information, call (810) 377-0100 or
(810) 645-6666.

while making nJ:H. stop at funk. Smith explained
that with the addition of Navarro it was natural
to Jeave the Chili Poppers® trademark funk far
behind.

“Dave has brought his personality to the band
which {s important, especially in our band. Our
strong, individual personalities are a big part of
how we suund. We didn’t want him to try to play
funk. We told him to “Bo yoursclf and do your
own thing.'* .

Smith added tho band is *lucky to hove him
play with us.*

“He's n wonderful, sensitive coring individual
and he's tortured os well, He fits In just well.
Ho's fulfitled !l the proper requirements for
being a Chili Pepper.®

Not too long ago, Smith was vying to become a

Pepper too. He left Dotroit for Las Angeles in
1988 after his band Toby Redd had “kind of fiz-
zled out.” Three months later a friend of a friend
referved him to the Chili Peppers.

Soon thereafter he found himself holed in the
studlo recording “Mother’s Milk,” which featured
their break-through hit “Higher Ground.”

The album was followed in 1993 by the multi-
platinum selling “Blood Sugar Sex Mogik™
which, along with relentless touring, a string of
hit singles, and TV appearances, made the band
8 houschold name.

Smith, whose family still lives in the area,
comes back to visit often. Last year as 8 favor to
friond Dan MeCourt of McCourt's Music in Pon-
tiac, Smith played the “world's biggest drum set”
at the Sanctum in Pontiac. The 308-picce kit got
McCourt, who assembled the set, in the Guin-
ness Book of World Records.

He has also ployed the National Anthem prior
to Pistons games. Ho and his band were sup-
posed ta play The Paluce of Auburn Hilis on Sat-
urday, Nov. 26, but Smith broke his wrist play-
ing basebal and the tour was subsequently post-
poned. Prior to injuring his wrist, Smith said he
was looking forward to touring the United States
pgain but, ho admita, it's “weird” to play “all
thesa big places.” Neverthelesa, he said, fana
won't go away disappointed. .

*It's n now thing for us to play all theae big
huge places with crazy lighta. (Bu ) we're gonna
vock ns hard and s well as we can and that's
whnkwe da every time. People will be very enter-
tained,”
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The dioplay, *Joseph Wesner: At Mid-
Career,” continues ugh March 81.

Besides his aculpture, it foatures draw-

“Anyone who awns work, looks at /

. N lic art displays in Birmingham and
et dosapt e M s Carosrar || Detroit by CCS atudenta. As part of Ast
Maadow Brook Ant Galky, ecrogs on the Move, he created an artist men-
from Maedow Brook Theavs a1 sidand Urlh torship program for college art atudents
. R B and Dotroit high school students.
Maroh 39 The permanent collection at Cran-
Mlow: 1-6 p1m. Wednisdey, 2030 pm. Sei- || brook Art Museum contains one of his
-Sunday, 7 p.m. thiouph the frt ltwr- 1) as does the p t 20th
» of Meadow Brook The- century colloction at the Detroit Insti.
. tute of Arts, and another is permanently
Phene: (310} 970-3006 installed outdoory at OU. .
— - Ameong his travels oversons, Wesnor

waa artist i residence in Sweden and
Denmark in 1989, and went to the Peo-

The rotrospoctive shows how Weaner
incorporates his cultural experiences
into his work. Ho la gencrous with his
art, pouring his sense and sencitlvity
into it; reaching out, communicating.
Tha artist works to pleass himaelf but
lie alsc wanta to share, not intimidate.

*What you deny your work you ?nny
your audience. \

*('m} trying to make work so nc.one
foels cheated when thoy oxperience it.”

Wosner's materinls ~ amorig them
stone and metal — sing of tha earth,
thoir surfaces a) of (‘urmau:m by

SIE

ings by Wesner, most of which have wark, makos work, exhibits work, teach | ple's Republic of China as visiting artist | naturcorman, ; ) e -
never been exhibited. The majority of | esnbout {thas ... part of that window | soon after en Squars, : Rocks aro specinlly fascinating to him. At work; Birmingham sculptor.
works shown wero from private | to graco.” N . The artist has been chosen to repre- In 1989 he went into coal'minea in Ken-  Joseph Wesner stands near
around the countsy. Wesner, 40, studied ut Gegrgetown sent tho United Statos in the "Condi- ' { tucky to seloct alabs for His ast. *“Eco Eco,” one of his pieces in
“It's  shared , this idea of Unlunit{ln ‘Washington, D.C., and tiona of Liberty” exhibit scheduled to “Rocka are the soul of;things, the his recent “Eco” series. Wesner's
making art ... (You) have this window | Cranb; Academy of Art in Bloom- originate in Norway this year and tour | csxence of things.” 1t is featured i )
to grace that nobody else has, fleld Hills, © ! around the world, Also in 1996, he will The cnrlieat pleco il the shaw is Wea.  G7% 18 /0 m:ieo inare IXSptZC-
Wesner, & Birmingham resident who His coms 1 includ p the Unitod States in the nev's drawing of a fc player, made  4iUe at Meadow Brook Art
Ipture dep t at Con. | the C ‘public art project in I fonal C y Art Feati- /. Gallery at Oakland University
tae for Creative Studies in Detroit. | Birmingham, and Art on the Mové pub- | val in Romania, ' /Beem. inside in Rochester. .
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