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A teenager {a found dead in s
snowbank, her head bashed in.
‘The prime auspect is o boy who
way aeon carlior with her. And he
has dissppoared.

Thus begins Barbet Schrosd.
er's “Before and ARer,” a drama
that examines the fragile threads
that bind families and tho pas-
slons Invol In seeking — or
covering up — the truth.

Lifo as they know It is disrupt-
od for the Ryan family ance Caro-
Iyn {(Moryl Streep), a small-town
pediotrician, and her sculptor
husband Ben (Liam Neesoa) are
visited by the police, who want to
saarch the car their son Jacob
(Edward Furlong) was driving
earlier in the day.

Carolyn, trusting amall-town
valuos 'and amall-town law en-
forcomént, has no preblem with
that, But Ben refuses and de-
mands| a search warrant, And
while the copa are aff securing
one, hp takes bloodled evidence
from the trunk of the car and de-
atroya jt,

Ben| doean’t know if his son ia
guilty or innocent, but he plans to
prot him at atl costs. Carolyn
is equally passionate — but her
quest is to find out what really
happened.

Neithor can fully grasp the po-
TItlon of Jacab and thelr young
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A sampling of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan

DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Dotrolt Instituts of Arts, 6200
‘Woodward Ave., Detrait. Call
(313) 833-2323 for Information.
($5; $4 students)

*‘A Midwintor'n Tale” (USA -
1895). 7, 8:30 p.m. March 1-2;4,7
p.m. March 3. Kenncth Branagh's
latest comedy is & tribute to
i chutzpah whon a struggling, on-
the-ropen actor attempts to
mount a production of “Hamlet”
with only s handful of actors.
Joan Collins appears among the
memorsble cameos,

“Nobady Loves Me" (Germany
- 1694), 7 p.m. March 4, Told ro-
paatedly that a woman's hopes for
marriage sink after age 30, a 29-
year-old Fanny looka for the per-
fect man in all the wrong places,
Another look at modern life and
love from Doris Darric, the ac-
claimed director of “Men,”

R KINOTEK

Windsor Film Theatre, 2136
Wyandotte St. Weat, Windaor.
Catl (619) 264-FILM for informa-
tlon. {$4.60 Canadian; $4 US)

“Daughters of Darkness” (Bel-
gium/France - 1970). 8 p.m.
March 4-5. According to Guiness,
the Countess Elizabeth Bathory
preserved her beauty by bathing
in the blood of virgins — 610 to be
cxsct. This in her story, a highly
stylized camp version that makes
other recont vampire tales look al-
most toothiess in comparisan.
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‘Before and After’ examines fr g'ile

daughter, Judith, who see things
in black-and-white: Thero Is truth
or deception, and nothing in be-
twean,

s Ben lator tells Jacob: “We
save your life first, Thon we worry
about your soul.”

Shattered famlly: Shocked by allegations and mounting evidence that suggests their
teenage son Jacob (Edward Furlong, right) may have committed o brutal murder,
small-town pediatrician Carolyn Ryan (Mery! Streep, left) and her scuiptor-husband
Ben (Liam Neeson, center) find their ordinary world shattered, and they must decide if
and how they can defend their son in Hollywood Pictures' “Before and After.”

S8CREEN SCENE

I MATN ART THEATRE

118 N, Main Streot at 11 Mile,
Royal Oak. Filme play through at
jeast Thuraday, unless noted oth-
erwise. Cal! (810) 6420180 far in.
formation and showtimes. ($6.60;
$4 stud ince; $3

’ Friday.

Behroadar's  di

mi ties

s b rom &
screenplay by Ted Tally s at
times slow and ponderous, and
the ch ’ actions i

+{ from Stroep and
Neeson and by poppering his
movie with a few lovely and tell-
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always the appearance of some-
thing deoper h(ﬁedn( beneath the

strain credullty.
Schroader redeomn himself,
though, by drawing two sterling

ng
In one Auci; scone, he paints the

faces his parents while being held
p h 1
Jacob has boen apprehended and

ins center, He aita sul-
fen and sllent, a paaty, gaunt

H MAPLE YHEATRE

4135 W. Maple, Bloomficld, All
titles play through at least next
Thursday, unless noted other-
wisc. Call (810) 865-3090 for in-
fi ion. ($6; $2.95 twilight)

and
twilight)

“Senao and Sensibility” (Brit-
ain - 1995). In a superior film ad-
aptation of the Jans Austen nov-
cl, tragedy changes a family's cir-
cumstances and altars the
romantic aspirations of ite daugh-
ters. Emma Thompson, Alan
Rickman, and Hugh Grant star,
with a acript written by Thomp-
son and dire by Ang Lee
(“The Wedding Banquet”).

“'Dead Man Walking” (USA -
1996). Sean Penn mokes a wel-
come return in frant of the camera
as a condemncd man who formis a
controversin] friendship with o
Catholic nun (Susan 5i !

“Leaving Las Vegas” (USA -
1995). In this uncompromisingly
depressing drama, Nicolas Cage
playa a hopeleas alcohalic who
finds true love too late in a Las
Vegas prastitute (Elizabeth
Shue). Tough going, but the kind
of movie that haunts you tong af-

child. His parents fire questions
Jeft and right trying to break his
uilence, but falling to understand
his pain and confusion. Nor does
Jacob comprehend his parenta’
agony and frustration.

As Jacob, Furlong fen't a totally
convincing troubled youth. Yes,
he has the proper James Dean
look, but it’s superfictel. There's

surface, that noeds to
get out to make his performance

complete.

Julia Weldon fares a lot better
as Jacob's younger sister, Judith,

Craggy-tooth Alfred Molina ap-
pears a8 {awyer Panos Demetls,
who agrees to dofend Jacob but
also must deal with Jacob's un.
coaperative parents.

“Before and Afer” is bared on
the book by Rosellen Brown, The
Hollywood Pictures release Is pro-
duced by Schroeder and Susan
Hoffman.

ter sceing it.

B MICHIGAN THEATRE

603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call
(313) 668-8397 far Information.
($6; $5 students/soniors)

“Richard 111" (Britaln - 1995).

March 1-11 (call for showtimes).
*Slr Jan McKellen atars in this
amhitioua but uneven attempt ot

)
A decidedly offheat drama direct-
ed by Tim Robbins.

“Restoration” (Britain - 1995}.
In this long-promined period
piece, Robert Downey, Jr. plays a
notorious womanizer In the court
of Charles IT who may have been
stung by true love. Sam Neill,
Meg Ryan, and Sir Isn McKellan
co-atar.

“French Twist” (France - 1996).
‘When Victoria Abril discovers
that her Realtor husband is

“cheating an her, she gets sweet re-
venge when a tenderhearted wom-
an (played by the director, Josl.
ane Balasko) has her van break
down In front of the house. Starts
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tothe
1930a. Though the hunchbacked

Jamea Brinces

king seems at home In the cra of
Mussolini and Hitler, dircctor
Richard Lencraine doesn't know
whether he wants the movie to be
clasnical ar over-the-top.
“Georgin" (USA - 1995),
‘Through Merch 10 (call for show-
times), Jennifer Jason-Leigh
plays Sadie, the marginally-tal-
ented sinter of a fo)k-rock super-
star (Mare Winningham). The in-
Limacy and rivalry between them
results in one of the best.acted
(and most depressing) films of the
car,
* STATE THEATRE
2115 Woodward, Detroit, Call
(313) 961-5450 for information.

$1)

*'National Lampoon’s Animal
House"” (USA - 1878), 9 p.m.
Morch 4. The Kennedy-era frat
comedy is rude, ubnoxious, and
still hilarious, thanks to John Be-
{ushi’s now-legendary perform-
ance os the quintessential party
animal.
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ON-LINE!.

1t's never been
easler to get online.
Your computer world
will be a whole lot
widerr!
TO SUBSCRIBE:
313.953.2297
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