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POINTS OF VIEW

Business approach won’t work with schools

5 Peddlers of the “priyatization™
snake oll probably didn't notice the
television industry's ratings of weekly
aitcoms.

That's because the “privatization”
crowd is selling idealogy and can’t be
bothered with facts. In the insulated
world of Mackinac Center and its
right-wing money tree, government is
nlivays dumb and inefficlent; private
buasincss in always amart and efficient,

Reality that g

whites; “Living Single" is second
among blacks and 107th among whites,
And soon.

Some critics nay there ahould be
mare shows with racial diversity; like
the Clinton Cabinet, TV sitcoms
should reflect the face of America, [ of-
fer no opinion. Let's just try to under-
stand how commercial TV works.

Advertisers {moatly private busi-
nessen) '.°.'k a narrowly defined, demo-

and business have their shares of he-
roea and villains, but they are different
kinds of operations. But I'm getting
nhead of tho story, which starta with
commercial TV,

Among white households watching
prime-time TV, “Seinfeld" is the No. 2
program, but it’s 79th among blacks.
“Single Guy" ranks fith among whites
‘and 109th smong blacks. And so on,

" Ameong blacks, “New York Under-
cover” is firat, but it’s 106th with

hie group of viewers.
11 you'roe selling products white folks
want, you buy commercials on shows
white folks watch; ditto with black
folkn,

That's business, Demographica.
Market niches,

Government works dilTerently. It
deals in services for all strata of soclety
in all cornersa of the region,

Congress in the 1790s made a deci-
sajon about mail. It would be a govern-

ment enterprise that would charge the
same amount for delivoring a lettera
block away as it doea to deliver it 1,000
miles. The idea was to bind together
many states into a nation.

It was a political judgment, not an
economic one.

Public schools operate the samo way.

When Michigan led the way into a free
ducation as a tutiorall

anteed right In the 1830s, the state
tried o give every kid something
resembling equal opportunity.

That meant integrating all strata of
society and all roligions. It meant
atandardizing the curriculum so that in
& mobile society an eighth-grader in
Farmington or Novi would be studying
the same things as an eighth.grader in
Kentwood or Engadine.

Most Michiganians like the idea.
They tell pollsters they like and trust
the neighborhood schao), warts and all.
If specialized programs are necded,
provide them close to home — for ev-
eryone.

The oppoaite notion is sold by the
privateers. Oh, we gotta have “competi-
tion.” Oh, good schools should be al-
lowed to drive out bad. Oh, lst's give
private, sectarian and ethnic schools

chartars and call them “public acade-
mios" so they can compets.
1t is no more nacessary to have com.
{tion In education than b

n po-
lice departments or building inspec-
tars. Can you imagine what quality
housing we would have if builders wero
free to choose batween building inspec-
tors instead of being required to deal
with the local city or townahip's in-
spector?

Government is government and
serves everyone. Business is buainess
and serves market niches. Government
can't do a good job of providing food
and houschold services, Business can't
serve everyone with mail and educa-
ton,

Enough of this “privatization” and
“competition" snake oll!

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional events.

Water wonderland is fine — no matter what the tem

est Bloomficld, Walled Lako

and their environs aren't the

only ones with plenty of lak-
eshore. It's one of the things that
makes a drive, oven on icy roads, some-
thing to be treasured.

Obvioualy Lake Orion, Oxford and
Clarkston have those ahorelines, too.
Troy’s Emerald Shores, ponds in Ro-
chester and Farmington Hills, Car-
venter Lake in Southfield arc known,
but say, what? Bloomficld Hilla’ Yhay
Lake and others in Blomfield Town.
:ship? You bet.

" When the aign on Maple Road says
‘Wing Lake, it means morc than a road.
i «Sometimes house buyera think
iabout mare than the local school when
ichoosing a place to live. 1t's more a life-
style they're looking fur, and if that in-
cludes water, then Oakland County is
hot proprety indeed, even in the depth
winter, :

‘This year I've seen ice skating, and

‘anec residential hockey rink marked out
‘with a good shovel and those orange
:road commission cones, Some people
ialso sail across theiceon a windy day,

Populist Pat powers up
government for workers

t's beginning to look as though the March 19
Michigan presidential primary could be de-
cinive in the suddenly wide-open race for the

Republican nomination,

but wait for different conditions for ice
fishing.

And we're all probably familiar with
summer's fun and the glory of a tree-
lined shore drive in tho fall.

Actunlly F've known about the se-
crets held by seme of our communities
for some tima, having read stories
about how people feed too much of the
wrong kind of thing to ducks in tho
area, However, in a recent Birmingham
Eccentric was a story about divers from
the Bloomfield Hillg public safety de-
partment, who were practicing their
skills on and under the ice of Vhay
Lake.

Practice is important for rescuing
both two- and four-footed species who
think they can tackle the best, even
though they sometimes end up in the
worst of situations. The public safety
officers reported having to rescuo ani-
mals this year, but no one sizeable had

There are others who skillfully per-
form rescucs, patrol the lakes and prac-
tice what they know. They are Oakland
County Sherilf's Deputies,

All these (olks are a breed apart, Per-
hapa dealing with an unusual part of
nature lstun of it. 1 can distinctly ro-

gono through, thank heavens,

numb upon learning
that my son, an exporienced dlv:r.‘nlm

And to kecp those situations from
becoming even worse, the officers must
make sure they can handle the cle-
ments and the rescue,

P  ico diving. “It's so peaceful
and quict,” he said. There is a time you
have to trust — and let go.

But back to the heroes. They call

them public safety officers or fire-
fighters, but they really deal with all
the slementa — fire, wind, water (fro-
zen and liquid) and, I suppose, dirt il
necessary. Added to all these are chem-
ical spills, natural and man-made dis-
asters. it's a whole lot of punighment
for very little glory.

Right now various firs and police
agencies are giving us a little bit more,
trying to teach us how to watch out for
unsafe ice and how to perform a rescue
if an accident does occur (start by al-
ways going out with a buddy). The re-
cent warmer temperatures arce a good
warning signs of danger below, Those
in the lokes areas know the meaning of
the phrases first ice and last ice — nei-
ther are to be trusted.

But there is a certain beauty to be
appreciated in our suburbs, and by fol-
lowing the good advice about respect-
ing the many moods of Mom Nature,
we'll all be able to step back and enjoy
the scenery just a bit longer.
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Rescuers: Public safety person-
nel have been practicing their
cold water and ice diving rescue
shills throughout Oakland Coun-
ty.

nm presents giorgio armani

Join us March 4 for our spring trunk show in the Couture Solon.

Originally designed to be little more than a
sideshow in the stately process to the nomina-
tion of Sen. Robert Dole, the race in Michigan
has been thrown into o turmoil by the unexpect-
edly strong showinga of Patrick Buchnanan,
Lamar Alexander and Steve Forbes.

A poil taken before Buchanan's upset victory
in New Hampshire indicated that likely voters
in the Michigan GOP primary preferred Dole by
anly two to one (43 percent versus 19 percent)
over Buchanan, The poll aluo showed that 45
percent of people from union households
planned to vote in the Republican primary.

And that could spell trouble for Dole. Part of
Buchanan's powerful appeal — 80 powerful be-
cause so i 1 ional — is a
atmed straight at working Michiganians who
are scarcd of losing their jobs, worried ebout the
post-NAFTA giant sucking sound of jobs leav-
ing our country, and baffled about how to make
enda meet.

! Buchanan isn't dumb. He knows that the me-
‘Qian wage of American workers has fallen by
‘around 13 percent since 1973, Ha realizea that
‘the gap botween the rich and the middle class is
inow the greatest In moder history. He sees gi-
want corp ions laying off th ds of workers
nwhile salaries of top executives keep climbing,
iand he figures there are moro voting family and
friends of the former than the Iatter.

: Buch 's policy p iptions are simple.
‘Slap a tarifl on goods imported from countries
‘with whom we have a trade deficit. Slap a bigger
tarl(f on goods from countriea like China who
teoat thoir people badly. Rescind NAFTA.
Withdraw from the Genera) Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trade. Stop playing (cotsie with coun-
tries where workers are paid pennies an hour.
Stop coddling big shot corporate executives who
.earn hundseds of times what their averago
‘workers do.

In other words, populist Pat would use the
:power of gov ineulate Ameri
workers from foreign competition. No wonder
‘traditiona) conservatives (read: pro free market,
‘against government, taxes and deficitn) are apo-
‘plectic at his candidacy.

Intercatingly, there is just now a wonderful
'deal waiting to be made betwecn Senate majori-
'ty leader Dole and President Clinton, thanks to
Ewrk done over the past few years by a couple of
IMlchigan folks. The idea is to consolidata the
oconfualng morass of job training programe inta

vouchers that could be used by workers when
their joba are threatened. Talk about using the
prower of government to address direetly the
concerns of worried workers!

Doug Rosa, who was tho super-active directar
of the state Commerce Department In the

Bianchard 1

went to Washi

in 1992 with Bill Clinton as assistant secretary
of Labor for training and employment. Based on
the Michigan experiment with the Opportunity
Card, hia alm was to create what amaounts to the
G1 Bill applicd to workers In need of skitls and
training.

Roas was joined by another Michiganian,
Paul Dimond, who is the resident worker train-
ing oxpert in the White House policy shop. Over
the years, thoy persuaded Labor Secretary Rob-
ert Reich and tho president to back the Careera
Act, & bill recently passed by the House of Rep-
resentatives with bipartisan support.

But once in the Sonate, the Careers Act ran
into trouble. Republican g includi
Michigon’s John Englor, preferred pouring all
job training money into bloc grants to the
atates. Withstanding criticism that their ap-
proach merely substitutes inefficient state bu-
reaucrats for inefficiont foderal ones, they have
managed to hold up the bill in a House-Senate
conference committee. .

Wouldn't it bo fun to see Sen. Dole, the

riul legislati hanic, move the Ca.
reern Act to passage, to be signed by President
Clinton, the governmontal activist?

Dole could argue powarfully against Bu-
chanan that the best way to succeed in interns-
tional competition ia for government toem-
power American workers inatead of putting up
walls around them, And Clintan could achieve s
policy initiative long-sought by his Michigan
advisers. .

Phil Power is chairmun of the company that
awna this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail phone number is (313) 953-2047, Ext. 1880,
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