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LEANNE ROGERS
STA"' WRITER

During a recent trip to my local
video stare, I was pleased to find
that “Exotica” one of my favorite
films during 1995 had been re-
leased on video, | was, however,
horrified when 1 saw tho box and
read the description of the film,
which makes it sound llke some
sort of sleazy sexploitation film,
Nathing could bo further from the
truth. This engrossing film waan't
accurately promoted during it's
brief thestrical reloase and the vi-
deo package is even worse.

1 probably wauld have played
up that fact that “Exotica” wen
the International Critics Prize at
the Cannea Film Festival but
what do § know about marketing.
If you are looking for a film with a
Jot of nudity and ses, this lsn't
the movie for you. If you want to
ses a fascinating and wetl., ncte
drama about the ve way.

AR RIADT A W BIEaTe

“Exotica’ fascmatlng drama

Minamax Pl

Dramatlc: Mia Kirshner and Bruce Greenwood in Atom

Egoyan’s “Exotica.”

a VIDEO

people copo with thelr omnllanll
injurien, then this will be the
movis for you.

The title comes from an clabel;

him p His ok jon with
the ycunn dencer, who per!orrnl
dressed aa a schoal gitl, aren’t for
the obvious or x| s0ns.
Frencis reuullrly plch up hln

rate adult cl

where Revenue Canada auditor
Francis, ployed by Bruce Green-
wood, camen regularly to visit an
exotic dancer, played by Mia
Kirschner. Francis is a sad man,
emotionally devastated by the
murder of his young daughter.
His vizita to the club don't bring

nlece, ly
can come to his house to use hlu
piano. His nleca knows the real
reason Francls wants her to come
over while he is out for the eve-

tentlons to Francis but there is
more there than appears at first
glance.

Froncis lv suditing the books of
an exotic pet store and finds the
men has a lucrative lmuulin'

When the b
manages to get Francis banned
from the club, Francis coerces the
bird smuggler into helping him
get his revenge.

1 hesitate to reveal much more
lot about the plot because the way
the characters are revealed s part

ning — he’s di hia
daughter is st)) alive and needs a
labysitter. It's telling that only
lhil young xirl will confront the
and tedl him It has to

’l'm disc jockey at the club, Ell-
us Kuteps, Is the dancar's former
boyftiend. He's jealous of her at-

aof what makea “Exotica” such un

offective fllm. Written and direct-
ed by Atom Egoyan, the relation.
ships betweon the all characters
doesn't really become clear until
the final scenes. Don't let the
misleading packaging but you off
& fascinating and wondesful film.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

SCHEDULED TO OPEN FRY-
gay, March 8

“8OTTLE ROCKET"
The story of roe who would bo
1heves who leam the importance
of tienduup, honor and duty o3
hey ineplly pursus & ke of crime.

“ANGELS AND INSECTS"

Mark

83 and Patsy Kensit star in 8 story
about a penniless oGSt who
Zots trapped in an erotic web of
decent.

“HEAVY METAL"
The mitestone snumated science
fiction fantasy classic ratums with
tn-mastared SDOS sound trsck
footuing Black Satbath, Bhue Oy-
ster, Cuft, Bﬂew Trick and others.
“HFLUCY FRIL™
Lucy and Jos ace tooking for love
and they've made & pact. If they
don’t find it by thel 30th bvthday
hey've vowad L0 kamp off the
Brooklyn Briiga 1ogethes, With the

1247

o yn

Tickets!
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