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Hillsdale Elementary logs o

By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER

n the 1990, separating peo-

plo from their computers is

like trylng to drive a wedge
botween adjoining boulders
with s rubber spike.

So how do you pry computer
types from their machines to
hend down to their local ele-
mentary achool? Invite them
and their computer hardware.

Which is what Hillside Ele-
mentary did in prosenting the
school’s first Technology Fair
Feb, 22, Parcnts and stufl set
up severa) technology sites,
showcasing the Intest in ail the
wuares with the exception men's
ware,

The

program included

demonstrations on the Inter-
net, Prodigy’s online services as
well as Microsoft academic ori-

Golng digitak: First-grader
Cathryn O’'Brien takes a
photo with a digital cam-
era.

Screening it: Kevin
Lupinacci runs a
Living Book Series
program. Next fall,
Kevin will attend
Hillside Elemen-
tary where his sis-
ter Jessica is now a
second-grader.

' User friendly school

ented software. Reams of tech-
nology related articles were
also available on o hallway

ne of the rensons we did
this is when we sent a survey
around, we found muny parents
were moking buying decigions
about hardware and softwarse,”
said Hillside parent Priscilla
Brouilette.

Hillside’s Technology Com-
mittee- made buying into pre-
wenting a fair hard to refuse.
Parents and children were
avked to contribute their com-
puter knowledge along with
staff members,

As a result, & “whole differ-
ent” group of parents got in-
volved ot the school, Brouilette
anid. Sherry Bowman, who
helped orgunize the foir, wos
pleased with the turnout.

“ figured we'd get o lot of
‘Nos' but everyone was happy
to come here,” anid Bowmun,
whose husbund Bob and sons
Dan and Mike gave demonstra-
tions on software for children.

Collaboration of parents and
kids led to an intriguing mix.

Kids were often at the helm,
telling parentz a thing or two
nbout programs and software
they'’re familiar with at school,

In the media center, CDs
were popping in and out of com-
puters faster than 8-Track
tapes in car stercos at a 19708
Grateful Dead concert. Chil-
dren showed their elders the
“Living Book” serius.

“Studics show that MEAP
seares go up when kids read on
computers,” said Hillside Me-
dia’ Center coordinator Marilyn
Hersh.

Under the supervision of
teacher Jim Anderson, first
grade student Bret Kelly was
tuking photos of visitors with a
digital camera.

Images were quickly down-
toaded into a computer where

they could be viewed and edited
on computer, When a speaker
visits, children take pictures
and later write n few words
about the presentation into o
computer.

“It's kind of a memory jog-
ger,” Anderson puid.

Chrig Costellu was watching
his son be tapped on a Apple
MacIntosh, which was being
used to scan artwork. The

month to boost awareness

The Farmington Hills City
Council has proclaimed the
Moanth of March 1696 as Parcat-
ing Awarencss Month.

Parenting Awarcness Month
haa become an annual event in
Oakland County. Its purposc is
to highlight how imporiant o job
“porenting” is and to incrense

awarencss in the community of
educational oppertunities at
Oskland Family Services.

The month will begin with
Parent and Child Interaction
weck. Parent Resource Week
will be highlighted by a parent
resource fnir at Summit Place
Mall Friday, March 15,
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Parent Education Week and
Parent Appreciation Week ac-
tivities are scheduled for the
third and fourth weeks of
March.

For more information con-
tact, Parenting Awarencss
Month, P.O. Box 4458, East
Lansing 48823.

Tax gulde avaliable

R csidents puzzling over
their state tax returns
may wish to obtain a free
tax guide from State Rep. Jan
Dolan, R-Farmington Hills.

The Michigan Taxpayer's
Guide containa a list of 21 now
state tax laws, as well as the late
ost information on the state in-
come tox, property texes,
homestead proparty tax credits,
Single Business Tax and other

Dolan's Lansing office (1-517-
373.1793), or write her at the
State Capitol, P.O. Box 30014,
Lanning 48809.

Off to Washington

osef Ploski, n Farmington

Hills resident and a senior

at Farmington High School,
attended The National Young
Leaders Conferen:g Feb. 13-18

inW

rolated subjects. It also i
sample filing forms and n list of
phono numbera to call for assis-
tance.

Copies are nvailable at both
branches of the Farmington
Community Library, at both city
balla and at the Chamber of
Commerce office on Thomas
8

troet.
For more information, call

The lendership development
program waa for 360 high Behool
students who have shown lead-
ership potential and scholastic
merit. The theme of tho confer-
cnce was “Tho Leadora of Tomor-
row Meot tho Leadors of Today.”

Highlights of the program it~
cluded welcoming romarks from
the floor of the United Statea

House of Represuntativea and o
pancl discussion with promincnt
journaliats at the Nationnl Press
Club.

Participants nlgo visited for-
cign embnssica and received pol-
icy bricfings {rom government
officiala. In one apecial activity
— “If I Ware President” — stu-
denta role-played the President,
members of the Cabinet and rep-
resontatives from Capital Hill
who had to respond to an inter-
national crisis involving North
and South Korca.

. Items for Farmington Focus
may be mailed to the Farmington
Obscrver, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48335; faxcd to 477-
9722; or dropped off at the news-
paper office. For the computer
titerate, the Internet E-mail ad-
dress is: packyoeonline.com.

Costellos recently upgroded
their home computer from an
INMB 286 to a Compacqg Pre-
sorio.

“They can get around pretily
good," said Castello, whose two
sons go to Hillside. “I'm sur-
prised nt how much they do
know. They'll say, ‘Go to that
dod’ and grob the mouse.

“They definitely learned that
at schoal.”

Choose an Orvis Ovornigh Briofb cor i
room for your business and porsonal balongings,
or o Sharp slectronic organlizer, as your gift with
a qualifylng Austin Reed purchoae.

Soloct either gift when you purchase an Austin Reed suit
or sportcoat for man; or a blazor with skirt or trousers
fraom our Austin Reed coltection for women.

Your Austin Reed bonus is available through March 17, 1998.

Jacobson's ki

‘It's a cinch’
That's
what Colin’ [,
Costello . .""
(seated at '~
thecom- ' =
puter ter-
minal) told,
hisdad, =~
Chris, N
when he
asked how ’
he accom-
plished

some high
tech task.
Also at the
terminal v
are siblings
Michael .
and Shan-" " .
non.
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& ‘One of the reasons we did this is when we sent
a survey around, we found many parents were
making buylng declsions about hardware and
software.’ Priscilla Brouilette.

Hillsdale parent
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