MONDAY, MARCH 4, 1998 O&E

@bserver & Eccentric

Suburban %
Automotive

Detroit-made
Grand
Cherokee
has developed
loyal following
Uy Anne Fracosna

Avints NowsFreatures

o B B e o or

powor, bt the fagship Grand
Cherokes v By now overybody

utylu which ie what
wport
and Country ecditions, code named

“the current edition of the Qrand
Chorokev include 4-whool anti-
lock brakes and a standurd rear
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up tailgatw

window is now optional, as aro
integrated child vafuty soats, somo
now colors wera

addod ue wus the upscaly Orvis
utl!i\iun (o offaut the Eddie Bauor's
o 5

The (our-whoe! AHB systom
tstandurd) was anothor frst in ite
clavs,

Other than that, onu vhouldn't
much mess with duccesy.

With a mission to 10ix the abili-
1y to ga off-road and roluin car-like
hundling
(is there n truck today which
sceminly docan’t have this sos of
gouls au n
rmission?) Cherokes s still a veren-
tilo, all-purpxwe vehicls,

The interior is qulet, ruomy,
withmt ergonomically anglo dash
controls.

Though cusy to utilize, ioso
with lang loge will find reuching
the dash

than first imagined or rom
bered, Entry S5

into the rear seatu i wherg the
“strotchod” body bunofits tall page
sengors :
moat, allowing thet to eater w'ﬂ‘,:
out gotting cnught on the ro&¢
wheol wells. Y
(SBomething that's atill & problam’
i regular Chorokees). Howover, if

U

the
driver hue the seat back fag,
Yegroom is cramped.

A 80/40 split bunch moat
incroases room for lavger ftems,
“Tho spare tire is
#til) n spoee hog in thu cargo bay.
Tho full-sized spure can alse block
vislon vut of tho rear window. An
outside spara tira carrior was dus
a8 an
installed option, Vistbility is very
good given the highoer stance and
numorous glass panels
Gorry  Miles  of  Avanti
NowsFuatures Bust contributed to

Knowns it's more thuan just u big
Cheraken, o sport-utility pianeer
that pales next to ite big brather
Bt atill hns n doyal ollowing.

The  Dotroit-mudo  Grond
Cherokee hundles ware like o top.
of-tho-line sporta asdan than
truck, haw o ot of cronture com-
forts, a car-like intorior, ataudard
anti-lock brukes on every trim
tevel tin ascending order, the SE,
Laredo and Limited} und w vide
deep in it known for.

There nro o lat of differenves in
this higheend Grand Choerakoo
compured to the bane Chorokeo;
They include o 45-ineh longor
whaoelbisse, un Heineh increane in
averall lungth, & inchoa nere 0
reas-seat hip roun und 1.7 inchea
mary in the front. Froat shoulder
routn i3 3 inchies mere, rear shaal-
der renn is 2.5 inchea higger, cargo
spuco han inereased 74 cubie feet
and the rear door is 4.2 inchoy
widur. Whew!

AN of that acdds up ta o lot mary
camfort, o Jot mare hnaling capuci-
ty und the ability te get in and aut
of the vehiclo vanily.

ROAD

TEST
By

Anne

| Fracassa

Hoveral yenrs ago, a tuet
Cherokes was takon on o 260-mile
trip with two passengera. Both
companions camplained (o 1 did
w't invite them along this time).
Thay didn't like the Cherokeu's
headroom, hip room or handling
churactoristica.

11 had Yot thess bellyachurs
ride in thin _ 4-door Grand
Chorakeo, the firet sport utility
with o standard driver's-sido air
hag, they'd be hard-presned o
come up with u logitimatoe com-
paint.

(thor safuty fentures of note an

wiporwushor systom.

Ono of the hottor funtures is the
choice you got with 4-wheol-drive
wyutems: Purt-time AW, fidl-time
4WD and Quadra-Trae nll-the-
time 4WD.

Tostod was the Quadra-Trae,
which shifta quickly and offartless-
Iy while in transit and autamuti-
cally locku the center differontial
far yau fir maximum lorgue trans.
for. Cruising speod is casily
attained, a0 watch that lond fut.
Mileago is an OK 16 mpg city, 21
highwa,
Tho Grand Choroked's 4.0v|il‘ur.

*2J," got widenud (3 inches) and
wtrotchod (4 inchea) for o roomior,
cleaner intorior thut sut atop 2
now

waspprsion. Tho exterior received
a lurge, crontive vedusign with

* rouncded

carners and smoath surfaces all
aver, Dusignerd rotained the “Jeop”
fool that
firat made initial iterations a hit
with the Cherokee debut in 1084,
There have beon changes since
tho introduction. In 1893, the 5.2-
fiter V-8 engino was introduced ag
w4 heavy duty 4-speed nutos

multiport fel-injected G-cyli
high-nutput vngine delivers 190
horaes and can ensily pull you
away from the pack at a light. An
option: A 8.2:liter V-8.

Thu Grand Chervkes wos intro-
duced in January 1002 at the
North American International
Auta Bhow in Detrait, when thon-
Dotrait Mayor Coleman Young
purpasely crashed it into the froal
of Cobo Conter, whoro the show
was held.

Initially, the *ald® Chorokee

mutic tr with it. A 2-
whael-drive model wus mpde
wvailuble and a B-specd manua!
transmission
was addoed to the 4.0-liter ungine.
In 1804, 4-whuel disc brakes
wero put on tho Grand Cherokee
Limited; doorheams were added
far side impact protection, o powur
sunrool wos a Inte modol
yonr additinn pnd the base Grand
Cherokeo was ronamed tha BE.
Far 1086, all Graud Cherakuos

pdded $-wheel dise hrakes. A Nip-

controls nre a bit more of o reach  thie report.

if you'd like to see a particular model tested or it you
have & car question, send Anne Fracassa a massage
at AVANT/ 1054, Avanli's America Online mailbox...
Or comment through the intérnet at
AVANTI1054 @aol.com
Anne Fracassa is senior editor of Avanti News Features.
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