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Court reform breaks down
in GOP House, Senate next

BY TIM RICHARD
BYAYF WHITER

A koy state ropresentative has
given up on trial court reform —
ot least untl] tho Senato takes a
crack at It

*'1l walt and soe what the Sen-
nte doen. They sald they could
pump it out in u woek,” sald Rop.
Michael Nys, R-Litchfield, chalr
of the Houss Judiclary Commit-
teo and sponsor of three pleces of
tegislation that could unify Mich.
igan's trial courts Into a single
court of justice.

“The Democrata wan't put up
the votes unless (Dotrolt) Recor-
der's Court ls intact, But that's
not court reform,” Nye said In an
intervlew Fob. 28, the day after he
announced his frustration to the
House leadership.

His legistatlon hus beon sitting
on the Housu colendar for woeks
after coming aut of his committee,
tut he lacke tho votes to move I,
Tho GOP's 56-54 majority in the
House lan't snough to pues It A
koy step involves proposing a con-
stitutional amendment to volers,
and # two-thirds vote is required
ta put It on the Nov. G hallat,

“It slmply broke down,” egreed
Rep. James Ryan, R-Redford, a
committee member. “Mike Nys
sabd ‘I've had enough,' We were
trying to come up with a fleor
substituto”

Meannwhile, Rep. Debarah
Whyman, R-Cunton, hos hopes
Nyu's panel will take up hor sim.
pler bill to combine Detrolt Re-
cordor's  with Wayne Circuit
Court, in effect elevating the De-
trait judges. Courts In the other
89 counties would ho unaffected.

Reform obstacles

Ryan soid Nye's packuge faced
these vhstaclos:
W Recorder's  Court, Of 1,77
units of local government in
Michigan, only Detroit has its
own criminal court; moreover, it
has handled out-county cases - a
mujor frritation to suburbanites,
in the other 82 counties, o circuit
caurt tries criminol matters and
wajor civil cases within a county,
Detroit politicos view any attempt
to camblne Recarder's Court as

B A single trlal court
has been discussed by
lawyers for a tong
time, but Qov. John En-
gler's budgets are
bringing matters to
head.

racist; thoy won’t oven consldor a
nuame change.

® Employees. Some court em-
ployees work for counties, othors
for citlos, others for townships.
They alse belong 1o various
unlons.

A Administration, Some judges
want to do the hlring and union
negotiating; county officials think
general  government [s  botter
cquippud to handle those chores,
and Judges should stick to judg-

ing.

8 Judiclat canflicts. Circult judg-
es have been adamant that they
don’t want probate judges clovat.
ed to their Jovel,

“Circuit judges have fought this
tooth and nail,” sald Rep. Gerald
Law, R-Plymouth, anather mem-
ber of the House Judiciary Com-
wittee,

As n suburbanite, Law liken the
idlea of combining clreuit, probate
and district courts -- a kind of
onu-step  shapping.  "“Attornoys
have to charge elients two hours
driving time to file papers down-
tawn,” suid Law.

A single tria] court has heon
divcusned by lawyers for a long
titne, but Gov. John Engler's
budgets are bringing matters to @
hend, He hos threatened to veto
creatlon of new judgeships until
tawmaukers come up with more ef-
ficient methods of deploylng judg.
¢x — hetween kinda of canes and
hutween geographic boundarics.

Engler's position hits hurdest
in the grawth areas of Wayne and
Oukland Counties and, to some
extent, In Washtenaw County.
Nye's plan

lawmokers and lawyers have
many varintions on the reform
theme, Hure Is Nye's plan:

B A uingle Court of Justice in
ench county with three divisions
— 1) family (divareen with chil.

dren, adoption, juvenile matters,
abuse, paternity, ete.); 2) circuit
{major civil suits, divorces with-
out children, criminal cases, foro-
closuzes); and 3) dlutrict (amall
clalms, landlord-tenant cacs, mis-
demeanors, pre-trial oxams),

Detroit would be one court unlt;

suburban Wayne County would
be o wecond unit. Elsewhore, cach
county would be a unit.
B A onc-cent Increase in the salos
tox, and elimination of tha fuel
tax. Of the new $1.1 billlon, 93
percent would go for roads; 5 per-
cent for libraries; and 2 percent
for secondary road patrols and
justice training. The general effect
would be to increaso rosd money
Uy helf.

His complex financial measure
met such wideapread opposition
that It's considered dead. Nyo
waid it probably will be sent back
to committee,

House Joint Resolution 8 was a
conatitutlonal amendment to re-
move the need for a probato court
In every county, HIR T was tho
sales tax mesasure. House Bill
6168 waa the bill that implement.
ed all the changes.

Senate plan

In the Senate, Judiciary Chair
William VanRegenmorter, R-Jen-
isun, hos a plan thet's closer to
Chief Justice James Brickley's
views. There would he “a two-
fevel trial court, similar to the ex-
Isting circuit and diatrict courts

. uniform statowide. Wayne
County would no lenger have a
(different) system,” ho said in o
Michigan Bar Journal article.

“The Recorder’s Court for the
city of Detroit would be shiolished
~"it would become part of the
criminal  division of the new
‘Wayne Caunty Circuit Court. The
probate court would be abolished,
Itn jurisdiction would be divided
between the new circuit and dis-
trict courts.”

VanRegenmorter's circuit court
would have three divislons —
family, criminal and civil. “The
chief judge of each eircuit would
have authority to reassign cones
within the circuit's trial court sys-
tem. . ."
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Every weekday in March, Casino Windsor will give away one new
1996 Chevrolet Cavalier. Winning one is easy; get entry tickets
with every slot jackpot of $200 or more; or when you play a table
game for 30 minutes or longer during weekdays in March. Drop your
ticket in the specially marked drums at either Gasino Windsor or
Northem Belle Casino before 6:59pm and look for your ticket
number on the prize board, on Casino Windsor's 3rd floor! Winning
tickets will be drawn each weekday at 7:30pm. The winning ticket
numbers will be posted on the prize board until 7:00pm of the
following day. if a winner is not declared by such time, the car prize will
be canied forward and be eligible to be won the next day of the
contest. You could also win one of 7 separate cash prizes, so join us
and be one of the lucky people who claims a prizet
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