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Choosing the best

BY LINDA ANN ClIOMIN
S1ser WhiTex
Rite-Ald in Farmington Hi

N »
O mywrelf deluged with gels and pastes in for-

mulas simed at cantrolling every type of dental
danger from tartar to gum disease.

Questions raced through my head like, Will the
toothpaste without (luoride prevent cavities? Will
the ane with it cause cancers?

Contrary to the belief of ancient Romuan ductors
that the toath worm spread lecay, today everyone
knows that plaque due to bacteria build.up causes
cavities, Toothpaste contains agents to help carry
away loasened plaque and foud ddebris. But how do
you choose one that's right for yau when dozens of
cleanems tout claims of preventing decay and
hrightening your smile?

In Roman times, physicians like Celsun (50
B.C.) recommended cleaning teeth with a variety
of abrasive substances, including ground bones
and eggahells! A phone call to my dentist, Dr.
Gregory Franklin of Mount Clemens, supported
the thinking of ancient specialints and guided me
closer to an answer.

Dr. Franklin's recommendation was fue a tooth-
paste containing baking soda like Mentadent or
Crest Tartar Control because the abrasive

* jngredients clean and remove plague.

“All teathpastes are pretty much the same,” he
waid. “They're oll approved by the FDA. Brushing
technique is more impartant than paste: proper
sngulation, nat scrubbing the roots helow the
gums, and brushing hand to seach places.™

He went on to ray that people shauld use a soft
hrush to clean their teeth, and hrush as often as

| possible — at least twice a day.

n a recent toathpaste shoppi

' Stannous flouride
One of the newest praducts on the shelves is
Crest Gum Care with atannous fluoride. Accortl-
ing to Procter & Gamble spekesperson Jullis
Leigh and a recent report in the Journal of Clini-

* cal Dentlatry, it's the first toothpaste that is clin-

« ically proven to help reduce gingivitis, an early

. wtage of gum diszase that is caused hy the build

© up of plague slong the gumline.

.8 of this (experi-

. enced by nesrly B out of 10 Americans) includes

. red, swollen and bleeding gums. Stannous fluoride

. in not new. Crest, a staple in home medicine

! chests since 1955, used it in their original Quoride

: formula. Unable to stabilize it at that time, re-

+ mearchers only recently came up with a solution to

* nake it viable in eliminating gingivitis.

* At Healthways in Plymouth the majority of

* natura! toothpsates, formulated for people with

+ health or diffe phil hies, do not

. cantain fluoride. Toms of Malne or Nature's

. Gate have a calcium carbonate base (commonly

. known as chalk) which is what George Washing-

+ ton used to clean his teeth! A big plus in my book

in none of these products were tested on animala

. or contain animal ingredients. They do contain

© substances ranging frum tea tree 0il (known for its

- soothing anti-bacterial properties) from the Aus-

. trian outback to Peelu powder made from from the

. branches of Peclu trees, °

- “There's n school of thought that fivoride does

cause cancer. I've read and seen the reports and [

i g1ill use toothpaste with fluoride,” said Health-

* ways msnsger Sue Wade. “Many of the people

. who buy these have been to an allergist and can't

© use anything with dyes. Othera can't have sugars

and artificial sweeteners.”

' Michelle Crimboli of Livonla says she's stud-
ied the debate ahout flucride. But, aa recently pre-
pered for & trip to Jamai he purchased Cal-

- gate at Kmart for $1.99 “simply because it came

- with a (ree toothbrush.”

*There’s something in cverything,” she rea-

. soned. “Even though I'm into holistic health, I
atill buy toothpaste with fluoride lik:e Colgate or

. Crest.” she sald.

Espect 1o pay a little more if you have senaitive
. toeth {Bensodyne $5.97 a tube) or need to use 2
ic cleaning agent (Rembrandt $7.27 a tube).

" You can call me old-fashioned and cheap — 1

| decided to keep Brushing with Pepeodont (99
, cents at Kmart) followed with & paste of baking

soda and bydrogen peroxide.

-~

Firm
maps out
retail
moves

@ Using ZIP codes, census
data, ficld research and expe-
rience, a Southfield firm plots
retall courses for expanding
companics.

By SUsSAN DeMacGlo
BTAYY WRITER

Retailers can write o book about
you from one five digit number —
your ZIP code.

That's why before your sale is rung
up, inquiring retail minds want to
know — What's your ZIP code?

A visit to The Strategic Edge, an 8-
year-old planning consultant compa-
ny based in Southfield, reveals why
your ZIP is so important to a retailer,

“Lifestyles,” said Joan Primo,
principal consultant. “Retailers want
to knaw where their come

MALLSSVIAINSTREETS ...

A

from, and which of 60-some demo-
graphic categories, shoppers fit into.”,

By entering ZIP codes into a com-
puter program known as Geographic
Informativn Systems, The Strategic
Fdge screens markets for clients on
Jocal, regional and national levels.
Trade areas are defined for stores and
then hundreds of C,Iumngmphic"ngd

Dealing with demographics:

“The rampant inflation in many
countries poxes economic riska that
many retailers won't tuke,” waid
Wedeven. 8ut then, he pointed out,
the domentic rcu‘nLI acene hos had its

lifestyle ch

Next, the database is analyzed to
identify key variables in predicting
succesa. These markets can then be
prioritized for expansion efforts or
¢liminated from consideration.

Prims of Bloomfield Hills and
partner Jay Wedeven of Dearborn,
earn their living frum this scientific
approach to market analysis based on
.S, censun data, Nielsen interviewn,
and  geogrophica) demographica,
Their client list includes Saks Fifth
Avenue, Schostak  Brothers, The
Taubman Company, Dayton Hudaon
Corporation, ABC  Appliance and
Ameritech Advertising Services. They
ure currently working with Ameritech
tu develop new phone boak bounda-
ries.

“We advise companica on where to
put new stores as well as which alder
stores needd to be closed,” Primo satd.
“And although we're located in
Southfield, we work internationally,
analyzing markets in Brazil, Mesico,
Canads and Eastern Europe for cli-
ents.”

When Saks Fifth Avenue decided
to open their first international store
in Mexico City, The Strategic Edge
was hired to develop an entry strate-
gv. Plans were abarted with the fall of
the peno.

own in the past
five years.

“We're witnessing the battle of the
big bax users, the consolidation of de-
partment store chains, the clasing of
amaller chain atores that often leave
several vacancies in the same mall
when they go under, and the expoan-
sian of healthier chains into new mar-
Kkets. It’s an ever-changing businesa,”
he said.

On the home frent, Primo and
Wedeven agreed that battle of the hig
box users continues lo heat up in
metro Detrait [n two important life-
style categories: sporting goods and
entertainment/electronics.

Dick’s Sporting Goods is about to
artive on the scene with aix locations
to compete with Sporta & Rec., The
Sporta Authority, M.C. Sporting
Goods, Gander Mountain, and Dun-
ham's. Dick’'s Sporting Goods will
open in Westland, Rochester Hills,
Novi, Utica, Roseville, and Taylor.

Citcuit City plana three metro

d elect

Joan Primo and Jay Wede
their muap of metro zipcodes which represent an arca’s biying

and M-59 in Utica. Larger than most
warehouses, Incredible Universe sells
high hnol toya nnd entertal

ven of The Strategic Edge, pose before
power and lifestyle directions.

Coolidge virtually guarantee the suc. -

cesy of the conter. '
“Thoue reskd: are certalnly nof”

ment systems with § dis-

plays that delight customers.

The Steategic Edge gave a thumba
up (o the Somerset North shapping
project, pointing out that the zigcode
demugraphics around Big Beaver and

Local malls
for the lock

By StsAN DEMAGGIO
B Wik

Soon, yuu can put sameonc behind
liars for u good caure,

‘The 11th Annual Great American
Lock Up to benefit the American
Cancer Society in set for March 19,
20, 21 and 22, at Lauro) Park Place In
Livenin, Southiand Mall in Taylor,
MeadowBrook Village Mall in Ro.
chenter Hills, Orchard Mall in Wesat
Bloomfield, Summit Pleco in Water-

stores to aell appli an
i equipment in Waterford, Tray and
Novi,

And [ncredible Universe, a divislon
of Tandy (which also owns Computer
City and Radio Shack) is building
two gigantic Michigen stores at 1-276
and Seven Mile In Livania, and M-63

ford, Northland Mall in Southfield,
Universal Mall in Warren, and Ma-
comb Mall in Roseville.

Lock Up director Karen Murphy
suid last year 1,600 people were ar-
rested during the four-day bust, re.
sulting in $700,000 in pledgea for the

i hiul in their shopping patterna,”
Primo pointed out. “Many nre al-

ready loyal Nurdstrom shoppers from |
visiting Noedstrom's Chicage angds
r

New Yark stores,”

Seo PLANNERS, BA

host jails
up benefit

Amcrican Cancer Society. The money
will be used “for cancer potients and
their famillen,” sccording to Murphy.

“We come up with this program in
1978 and it's so wonderful it's been
capied by other organizations and re-
named,” she explained, “'But the con-
cept is the same; with a $25, tax-de-
ductible giRt, voluntcers from the
American Cancer Society will arreat

yout bons, spouse, best friend or co-)
worker, transport them to a nearhy!

jail nite where the prisaner must raise
hail set by a judge by phoning friends,
for donations.”

To hook an srrest, call 1.800-643-
JAIL. An operator will ask you wherg]
to find the prisener, and what daty}

Beo JAILS, BA!

the Wednesday before publication

promotions for Added Attroctions. The deadline is

Send facts to: Malls & Mainstreets, Observer &

Retailers can submit news of upcoming events and

on Monday.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

ing oles for ages 2.7. L1 a.m,
Southfiekl/ 13 Mio. Bumungham.
(810) 644.1515.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
RACE FOR THE CURS PARTY
Jacobson’
Jscobson’s.
{313)8330718.

CRAFTS SHOW
““Mac in Amenca” srs snd crafs for

‘B hOSts & wastom round-up, COmpHLe with
courtry music and down home favonts refroshments
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8:30p.m.

Sm)m’l
1810) 6433300,

manos Cencer institute. Tickuts $30. Show beging at
. folowed by

on March B at | ] 8.m, Sesung kmited. Reservations.
Cowection, Big Beave:/Cooldge. Troy,

FRIDAY, MARCH B

Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E. Mople, Birmingham, SUNDAY, MARCH 10
48009. Or fax to: (810) 644-1314. .
PETITES SEMNAR NUTRITION INFORMATION
Select Hudson's petites deparimants host Ltz Clal-
MONDAY. MARCH & boma's spring ne. 7 p.m. Repested at Oakisnd Mat S e ne vemion Espartr e 1008
3108 on March 8 st { p.m. At Summit Pace store To. Tweive Mall, 12 Mia/Telegraph. Southfiet,
PUPPET SHOWS March 9 at 8:20 a.m. Complmentary. (@10} 3534111, - "
“Wizard of O1"" presented through March. Cal tha ’T;Ivl;:ng:u 12 Mia/Novt. Nowi, s
conter for shaw s, Also, & mall a1t exhibit March -6800. FHACHER'S MIART
7-17, featunng Poatiac Oskland Socsety of Artsts Borssers hosls mid-winler actvity for educators 5.0
mastorpeces. FACIAL & 'r'm':ﬂm READING M .m, faatusiag discounts, prres, John Mitchel of Sul-
Vitsgo Mok Roches- msuu venue snd Princess Morcena Borghese Tons Bay, author of “Michigsn: An ihisrated héstory
tes Has. Wﬁ«‘ﬁmm'.\'ﬁ‘ Urod "::" w for chukdren.”’ 30-percent off on purchases fof ctass-
1816) 375.9451. v o e . oo use, Advancad rogAUeton enors ou W ramo,
STNIOR DANCE Somerset Cokection. Big Boaver/Cookdge. Troy. [910) 6441515, g
Lowe levet fo0m for music, (810)643.3317.
fun, {1 a.m.t0 ! p.m. SION |
Westiand Contor. Wayne/Warren. Westiand, O ovar Warcus and Harper's Bozoa presant a - MONDAY. MARGH 11 |
(313) 425-5001. way show of spring’s bett designs (0 bonefit the Kar- i
MEALTH TRSY

cocktad raception. Repeated

show ond saie (810) 8421965,

Mazwed hosts s Talia and Cable & Co. trunk show
through Masch § with representative Howsrd
man showing euits, sporicoats, shost and trousens

for sprng.
Mazwed. |18 North Woodward, Birmingham.

Goid-
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LOOKING AHEAD o it S
Wondariand Mak. Pymouth/Midcdeden, Livonia, MAGIC WORKSHOP
DINNER FASHION SHOW
‘What to walch for in Mads & Mainstroets noxt {313)8224100. The Amazing Ronnie Cee perfomns magsc tricks from 6.90.m.$20
. $20 per person. Presentod by Nicols Christ
wook: ] maTeoRA . e ey 3 10 riine o voke o Mook's et el 5100 s Fotin St o
: . A retal] expert talks about doing business in the cotar concoursa, L0 8., ta 8 p.m. through March Tor-Terohw ok 12 hda/Tolegraph. Southied, % e P vt
21st century. ) : 7"“’!’;“""’?‘“ 1310) 3534111, v3ie ahopping foflows 80¥ng WATFODS Seminar.
ordatrom scusses grand openin| lsns, Laurwd Piace, Six Mie/Newburgh. Livonks. KIOS BTORY NOUR Community . Menil/Bates., .
;N & i (313) 482-1100. Borders hosis Deens Vanetts snd Sus Cresson, tek- (810) 585-0545. )

SU. Mary's Hospital offers free blood prossure screen-
ings from B-10 8.m. nees the Information Booth.
Wonderiand Ma¥. Plymouth/Middiebon. Livonia.

1313) 522-4100. ,

PASHION SHOW REMLFTY
Hudson's prosents fashions Lo bonefit Lighhousa of
Qakiand County. Tth snusl show and ncheon. fe-

coption
oriiat Patricia Hil Bumetl, Tickets are $38 for guests,
for Uckats.

Troy Marmot!
(810)335.2482.

HOME PASIHION SHOW
French Rags Knitwear hosla 8 week-long trunk show
i represantaiive’s homes for custom cokors and pat-
Lems (wough March |8, Appointments only.

egns &t 11:30 8.m. Spocial guesl is portrart
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