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hen Ben Bishop told his
wife, Susan, that he

wanted to trady his exee-
utive office downtown Chicagn far
a classroom seat at nearby
McCarmick Thealogical Semi-

ters her ministry around misajons
and svangullsm.

*“Ben will bring, particularly,
the gift of having had years of ex-
perience in the businesa warld,
and having shared the lives that
are common ta the people of this

nary, she suggested thet maybe
wil he really needed was a new,
ted convertible.

But for the senior vice presi-
dent-group account director of
1Y'Arcy Masius Benton and
Bawles Agency in Chicago, this
was no mid-life crisis.

“The whole sense of where |
wanted to commit myself in life
catne out of Im'mn with people
wha were going through physical
syffering in their lives,” said
Birhop, who revently last several
ricnds to terminal illness. “1t
reawakened my need to have a
clpser relationship with God.™

Sa after 25 years of climbing
the corporate ludder, Bishop fol-
fowed a call to religious life that
eventually led him to Oakland
County. But even with the sup-
port of Susan, and the couple’s
two grown childeen, Ben und Kel-
ly. Bishop admits that, initislly,
he had his doubts.

My decision to go to seminary
was made wuh a great sense of
contingency,” said Bishap, who
koew he could always return to
thie husiness world if things
diin't work out.

“Theugh he was elder than most
miembers of the diverse student
body, Bishap soon realized that
he wasn't all that different from
other seminarians.

Everyone was searching, not
cértain of the call . . . exploring it
and being stimulated b) il
called the fortner advertising ex.
ecutive.

‘And just as he was drawn ta the
miinistry after comforting friends
in their time of suffering, Bishop
sensed a second reawakening dur-
ing, his chaplaincy training in the
geriatrics ward.

*That's where { discovered lhu
God was working through me,”
said Bishop, who completed Mu
Master's of Divinity degree last
summer.

Hishop is now utilizing his lave
for pastoral care and his business
administrution skills at the First
Preshyterian Church in Birming-
ham, where he wua officially in-
stalied as sasociate pastor on Feb.

18,

¢ “The congregation has been re-
cuvmg him warmly and he's
made a very positive impression,”
gaid the Rev. Dr. Ronald P.
Byars, palu:r

¢ By a unanimous congregationat
vote, Bishop became the third
member of the church's clericsl
team. Byars heads the staff sad
-(er\u as the preacher and the
primary designer and leader of
uunhnp And Dr. Louise Westfall,
in us»clule pastor, leada the Sat-
drday evening services and cen-
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z:ﬂnm of vistuoso musicians
m both sides of the Atlantic
Ocoan, performs at 8 p.m. Friday,
Warch 8, at Christ Church Cran-
ropk, Cranbrook and Lone I’lnc
, ono mile west of Wi
wand, Bloomfiecld Hills.
Y Thc ensemble, which consists
z!’ lbmplmin Pmc!npe Craw-
rd, formerly of Blmln‘hm,
violinist Jaap Behruder and
Violoncellist Enid Sutherland,
11 play chamber music per-
in mid-19th century
Apwrican concert balls by phnm.
4131 composer Bigismond Thal
A reception will follow.
¢ , which are $16 for gen-
admission and $10 for stu-
are available by calling the
urch at (810)644-5210, ext. 4.
roceeds will benefit Christ
hurch Cranbrook's organ resto-
‘ndon project.

ity,” saicl Byars. “He's
hud many of the same obligations
they've had, and they can identify
with him.”

Eunice Ruar of Beverly Hills
chaired the seven-membser associ-
ate pastor nominating commniittee
that selected Bishop from 135
candidates ufter a 16-month
searel

“We felt that he wnlly hud a va-
cation for the ministry,” waid
Ruar, o church member for 30
years who has served on fa
nominating committecs. "And he

was rather unique in that ho was
in the business world for over 25

rat Presbyterian Church
was founded in 1834 as the Prea.
byterian Chuech of Bleomfickd.
Mcmbers met for worship on
Woodward Avenus beforo taking
up reafdence in the 19508 at the
aprawling facility at 1669 W,
Maple Road.

Tuday, with 1,900 members, the
Rirmingham congregation is one
of the targest in the Deteait Pres.
hytery, And it seesn to bo an ide-
o setting for Bishop to cxplare
his new vocation.

“I suw this us o place whers 1
could feel weled contribute,
and grow and L said the
tewly ordained minister, wha
tuened down a position at his

home church in LaGrango, I, it
will provide ma with a better op-
ponunlly touthlize the nxpnritmc-
s I've had in the last 25 yoara."

Born in lowa, Blshop moved to
the Chicage wuburb of LaGrange
s a child. After eamning 8 bachs-
jor's degreo En sociology from thu

of lllinoia, ho p
a jobs In hospital eupply sales for
the opportunity te wark in New
York City.

Unhappy with sales, he re-
turaed to Chicago two years later
and spent the next 25 yeara work.
ing in the fickd of udvertising.

1n hin free time, Bishop enjoys
reading, bike riding and taking
long walks with his wife. But the
former exveutive who once
climbed u carporate ladder
doexn’t seem interested in sealing

slmilar rungs in the clerical
warld,

“I've been there. ['ve already
doneit,” said Bishop, who hopea
to stay planted. “My initial im-
prossion wes that thia is a place
ta find a home, not only in the
church, but also in the communi-
ty. There's a real cordiality and
friondliness here."

From hin office overlooking the
cougtyard of tho First Preabyteri-
an Church, Bishop talks abaut a
walk of falth that doesn't always
follow a planned course.

“God empowers us to have now
life at any timo in our journey,”
aclded Bishop, “And regardless of
what you've done, where you've
been, or what you wish you
wauldn't have dene, you can con-
fess it and start again.”

Ben Bishop .
Spleitually roawakenod *
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