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Hearty candidates licking chops over choice House seat

By BiLt, COUTANT
STAry WITER

State Rep. Jan Dolan's ducision
not to run for another torm wasn't
a complete surprise to many of
Farmington-area political observ-
ers — including some who would
like to follaw in her fuatateps.

Andy Raczhowzki, a relative
newcomer to state GOP politics,
gave the incumbent Dolan a
surprise in the 1994 primary, los-
ing by only 112 votes, 5,135 to
5,023. Raczkowski said he had al-
ready planned to announce his
next run fer the office in the com-
ing days when he heard tho an-
nouncement.

*1 didn"t think she would run
again,” he said. “Jan was a good
ive for F
and Farmington Hills, but she
was lusing on the isaues, the mes-
snge voters were sending. And
with term limits, this would have
made her a lame duck (ropresent-

ative).”

Raczkowski, who is part owner
of a printing business in Farming-
ton Hills, added that he wasn't
surprised by Dolan's endorse-
ment of Cathy Webb.

1 anticipated that,” he sald. "1
invite her to the race. She is a
good individual, but she doesn’t

I)ellwu in the conservative mes-
sage.”

Raczkowaki added that ho ex-
pecta several peopla to run for the
seat,

Qne familiar name who is also
considering a run is Hills City
Councilman Terry Sever. Sever,
45, has served 10 years on the
council, including as the city's
mayar in £989. He ran unsuccess-
fully for state representative and
has been involved in the cam-
paignes of several area condi-
dates.

*1 am not surprised that Jan Ia
not running,” Sever said. *J did
not want to run against an incum-
bent. But [ may run.”

Sever said he would make a de-
cision over the next six weeks.
Sever and his wife, Linds, own a
printing business. But family ob.
figativns and another possibie
marketing venture are impartant
consideratlons, he said.

“Cathy will bo a very strong
candidate,” Sever said. “Palitical-
ly, Andy will bring a lot to his
campaign.”

Sever said he would run a p:‘l‘l

One person who works closely
with the former Farmington Hills
mayor said shs was nat ono of
those interested In the joh.

*She (Dolan) had been consld-
ering the pluses and minuses of
running for a long time,” sald
Nancy Bates, Dalan's legislative
aid.

Bates, a Farmington Hills
cauncil member and former may-
or, laughvd when asked if sho
would ba interested in running for
the job.

“1 was just appeointed to a na-
tional committee on human ser-
vices," she said. “I've got a lot of

things 1 want to get invoived
with.”

Bates aald she aupports Webb
wha she soes as bringing many of
the same viewa and abilities to
the office as has Dolan. But Bates
ndded that Sever has brought “a
lot of creative onorgy" to the city
council,

“I have no piroblem with Terri
running,” vhe said.

Ben Marks, no stranger (}
Farmlngton Hills politics and-
cutrent Farmington Area Repubes
lican Club chairman, sald he had®
no [nterest in the job, Marks had*
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Webb weaves her way to good intentions

BY LARRY O'CDNNon
STy Waith

Cathy Wehh sald she intends to
do more than juat run for Jan Do-
1an’s atate House seat.

“1intend lo win it,” she added.

Webb, 43, announced her can-
didacy 'rueuduy afternoon on 8
carphone en route from Metropal-

In November, Webb was hon-
ored as 1995 Citizen of the Year.
The Hilla muther of two tcenage
bhoys has been a Farmington
Schoel Board trustea for siz years,
including an unprecedented two-
year term an president.

She's been actlvu in several

itan Airport after ing from
visiting her i} mother in Florida.
She filed as a candidato Felr, 26.

Includ-
ing hrminalon Youth Asslstance
and PTA, She's also a momber of
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the Farmington Area Republican
Club.

State offlco wasn't an aspira.
tlon until recently, Webb sald.
Dolan casunlly asked her if ahe'd
consider running while the two
were talking st a meeting in De-
comber.

“She sald, ‘Why don't you
think about it over the Christmas

don't think she had decided {not

to run) yet quita hanestly.”

If succesaful, Webb sald -hell
roalgn from the schoo! board. Het
board term expires in 1998,

The hoard would likely lppﬂlnl
someone until the achoal election,
in June 1997, Webb aaid. Her
board term expirea in 1998.

Webh has been a schoal lumnt-
member when district weathered

Boo WEES, 04

roots L]
independence.

“If I'm going to run, this is my
time,” he sal
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paign for Webb. "She was presi-
dent when they went through the
massive vhanges in financing
foisted on them by Lunsing.”

‘Ready to move on’

Dolan started her political ca-
7eer as un appaintee to the Farm.
ington Hills City Council in 1974,
She was clected state representa-
tive in 1988, Under the 1992 term
limits amendment ta the Michi-
gan Constitution, she could have
run for & final two-year term this
year.

“After 14 years on the Hills
Cuuncil and eight vp here (in
Lansing) — which ix longer than
term limits will allow any more —
I'm ready to move on,” Dolan
said,

Move on to what? "1 don't know

. more travel for ene thing . . .
and I've been offered some con.
sulting wark,” she answered.

Dolan, who makes close to
$50,000 a» a representative, [s on
the powerful House Appropris-
tions Committee, which handles
the state’s $8 billion general fund
hudget. Working on the commit-
tee has been the high point of her
carecr in Lonaing, ahe aaid.

“That's such a maasive under-
taking,” she said. "I'm on the
subcommittee  for  health care,
which is combining mental
health, public health and the
Medicaid system.”

“There's been 0 much done in
the last fow years,” she added,
“and I've been privileged to be in
the midile of it. 1t's been exciting,
but Il tell you wne thing: 1'm
Inaking forward to not having to

Farmington @bgerver

(USPS 187840
wwvmhwum

1 Mo, Bemrgrem, L8

—

Saturday, March 9
Noon -4 pm
Men's Shop

+Everything you nead to maximize your
business wardrobe potentlal.

+sSeiact suits, sportcoats snd trousers
from Hart, Schaffner & Marx with the

haelp of rep

Fino Casanova.

«Choose from an imprssasive collsction
of men’s clothing from Hickay Fresman
as introduced to you by repressntative

+*View our extenslve coliections

Jarry Ly .

of men's

1gs and

sChooso merchandlse from stock or
have clothing made to your measure
at no additional charge.

Jacobsons

LAUREL PARK PLACE ¢ NEWBURGH AND SIX MILE

mvmmz 1DAM TO 9 P, BATURDAY, 10AM706 M.
Y, NOON 1O & PM.

PﬁONE sm-7m » FAX: 601-0227

uunmm Seond Qs poslage paed B, Bemngavn, M -muqlv Posimasior
Wl@mllw‘ mml Lagse, emer-gham L 48009.0910. vmu.
LUBSLIION RATT'S
Ore n o
1OUE DULIEAY SEAWICE
Hewistana Dot 5
Carre
ot
- -—-vmoa-

N wcessacs o P s s o

HOW TO REACH US
> Newsroom: (818 477-5450.

» Newsroom fax: (810) 477-9722.

» Sports; {313) 953-2141.

» Reader Comment Line: (313) 953-2042.

» Classified Advertising: (313) 591-0900.

» Display Advertising: (313) 591-2300.

» Home Delivery: (810)901-4716.

» Cable/TV Weekly: (313)953-2182.

HOMEUINE: (313) 953-2020
» Open houses and new developments in your area.
»> Free real estate seminar information,

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: (313) 591-0900

» Place classified ads at your convenience.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAKIAND COUNTY: (810} 901-4716
» Request subsceiptions al your canvenience.

FAX LINE: 1(800) 967-5904
> You can use a MasterCard.. or Yisa®*to access the fnlluwInF

information from our classificd ads. This service Is available by

noon Wednesday and Saturday:

 ttem No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone
to share an apariment with? Get a Jisting of our rental
classifieds. Cost: §5.95.

 item No. 9700: Collectibles: Au(llon sales, Antiques
crafts, ummage sales. Cost:

 ltem No, 9800; Recreation: boals, mawrcycles, campers,
airplanes, etc. Cost: $5.95

o (tem No, 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all
makes of avtomobiles. Cost: $39.95

O&E ON-LINE
QAKLAND COUNTY: (310) 901-4711
You can access On-Line wnlhdusl about any communications
software—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:

» Send and receive unlimited email.
W allJeamms of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher,

* Read elmromc ceditions of the the Observer & Eccentric
newspa|

» Chat wuh users across town or across the country.
To begin your On-Line exploration, call (313) 591-0903 or (810)
901-4711 with your modem.
At the login prompt, type: new
At the keypmmpt lype: 7082
Feel free to call us if you need help signing on lo O&E Online on
our bulletin board service hotline: (313) 953-2266.

@hsewer& Eecentric”

NEWSPAPERS

A\

leave here at 6 in the moming to
drive up to Lanaing."

Dolan sald she haa experienced
few disappointmenta since going
to Lansing.

“Some things take a lot longer
to do than you'd ke ... hut
you're working with 110 people,”
sho aaid.

‘I can do that’

Dotan, a widow with four sons
and “two exceptional grandchil-
dren,” arrived in  Farmington
Hills in 1966 when husband Walt,
n trucking company manogor, wes
transferred from Cleveland. She
had & degree from the University
of Akron and had taught high
achool.

“1 was going to atay out of al}
activities and just do the things |
like to do,” she recalled. ¥1'd done
my stint 88 den mother and Sun-
day wschool teacher. This was
going to be iy time.”

Dolen  became involved in

waid, ‘Sure, | can do that.’ So r
turned In my resume . . . and
kot the job.”

On the Hills Council, she be
came embroiled in the battle,
eventually successful, for senjor
citizen housing in the city. Shie'
served two tenns as the cuum.ll
voted mayor.

On to the House

Dolon's bid fur the State Huude
came in 1988 when she cmerged
victotious from o teugh, four-way
Republicon  primary  and then
casily defeuted Democrat John
Dolan (no relation) in the general
election.

She had little trouble getting
to-clected the next two elections,
but newcomer Andy Raczkowski
tassed her a scare in the 1994
GOP primary. Dolan won, 5,135
voles ta 5,023,

She worked her way up to the
leadership council, a kind of exec-
utive committee within the House
GOP ranks. She left that when a

arta
Then & friend introduced her to
the Farmington Township Beau-
tification Commisaion activities,
on experience that stimulated her
suppart of environmental legisla-
tion.

On July 1, 1973, Farmlngton
Township became tho city of
Farmington Hills. Later, Marga-
vet Schaeffer, who served on the
1ant township board and the first
city council, won a judgeship on
the District Court. Thet Ieht a va-
concy on the city council.

““They were looking for a wum-
an to replace hzt, and | sald OK
kind of au a lazk,” Dolan said. 1
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ing post on the Ap-
pmpriutxonn Committee opened
u;

p.

Health problems — allergics
and two artificial hips made nec-
esnary hecouse of arthritis — have
slowed Dolan in rccent years, per-
haps keeping hor from campalgn-
ing aw hard aa she'd like.

With tersn Jimita looming and
someont she could support wait-
ing, Dolan decided to call it quits
after this term.

*In talking to Cathy, she scid,
“Yeah, when you step down, I'll be
nndy to move,'" Dolan asid.
said, 'How soon, Cathy?"” 3

Two Dolan- spnnuured I)ilhc
were passed into law in 1995, ac-
cording to Michigan l.csmlnxwe
Status, a state publication. One
was the mentat health appropra.
tions bill. The other had to do
with senior housing, permitting
terminstion of a leasc without
penaity in cortain clrcumstancea,

A Lansing inaider called Dalan
“a better-than.average legislator
who has glincd better-thon-aver:

Politically, Dolan was ranked
a. moderate-to-conservative
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