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BY MICHELE QLANCE
BYAFF WhITEK N
ore peopla are finding out
haw to got & GRIP on sub-
atance-abuse and other
problems, if the attendance st
ﬁnlunhy’- program is any indlca.
on.

About 800 parents and middle
school students participated in
the second-annuai GRIP (Gener-
ations Responding to Issues and
Problems) program at North
Farmington High Schacl — up
from 550 {ast year.

“We've cancantrated on fight-

ing drug uae,” said Carol
Luckschaitor, & member of the
GRIP planning committee. “Now
we'ro axpanding that message and
saying we want to have atrong
families, strong communities and
atrong schools.”
. Linda Enberg, co-president of
the GRIP planning committee
and a truatee on the Farmington
Board of Education, was pleased
by the turmaout.

“It’'s a hig Increase from laat
year and we're replly pleased,”
Enberg sald. “We want to get ev-
eryone in the community on the
same page su that we all have tho
same gosl of what we're trylng to
do. Wa think this is a real fun way
to do it and famllles get to learn a
little bit too.”

Last year's GRIP meeting
focused on steering kids away
from drug ond alccho! use, Thia
year's program continued that
theme, while also’stresaing the
need for building strong families.

Actlvities coming
, Bab Maxfield, superintendent
of the Farmington School Dis-
trict, reminded GRIP attendees
about a new afer-achool program
that's starting for middle
schoolers.

beginning March

young person to stop using drugs
and alcohal. '
*“Being drug free {s not = geeky
thing," he added, “I'm 28 and 1
don't drink and I don't smoke.”
Wanzar complimented ithe
GRIP organizers for stressing the
mossage. :
*I've never ever been to & schoal
dlstrict that’s done znything like
this,” he naid. “This {s amasing.”
The GRIP meeting bogan at 9
am. with comments from Max-
ficld followed by comments from
Wanzer.

Many sessions held

Parents nnd students could
then attend individus) seasions
before re-convening in the audito-
rium for the final speech. Some

sesslons: .

W “Middle School Madncss” was
presented by Norm Luebke, as-
sistant principal at Power Middle
School who has worked with mild-
dle achoo!l students for seven
years, With a sense of humor,
Luebke fielded parent questions
and offered insight Into wome of
tho emotional changes middle
school studenta experience,

B “TWYKAA Teaser” wes pre-
sented by Enberg, co-president of
Farmington Families in Action.
TWYKAA stands for Talking
With Your Kids About Alcohol. A
recent  Univereity of Michigan
study shows en increase in alco-
hol abuse by young people. Thia
program was geared toward telling
paronts how they could respond.
® “Positive Parenting ir a Nega-
tive Werld” was presented by Ka-
thy Tosolan, an elementary
school teacher and 8 formor Dale
Camegie instructor. The program
was geared toward helping chil-
dren bufld self-csteem and self-
confidence. Tosolan showed par-
ents how they could help thelr

The p
11 at the Willism M. Costick Ac-
tivities Center on 11 Mile Road
east of Middlebelt, will provide
after-achool  activities led by
trained etall.

Activities like swimming, bas-
ketball, volleyball, soccer, pool,
card and board games will ba
avsilable Monday-Thursday from
2:30-5:30 p.m. for youngsters ages
11-16 who reside in Farmington
and Farmington Hills.

C. Kovin Wanzer, this year's
koynote speaker lnr" the GRIE

hildren stay focused on positive

goals, help them highlight thalr
strengths and show them how
they can make o difference.

® Grades 4 and 5: “1 Dare You:
Ways to Cope with Friendly Pres-
sure” which was facilitated by
Farmington Public Schools
S.A.D.D. chapters. High school
students, through skits and role
playing, taught participants how
w be assertive when foced with
social pressures. g

& Grades 6 and 7: “Rescue 9-1-1”

ilitated hy C :

p s 8
speaker and “cdu-talner’ who
bines humor and §

y mer-
gency Medical Servico (EMS) and
Farmi Public Schools atu-

“A person has to realize that
it's never too late for a young per-
son to change thelr mind”
Wanzer told the gym packed with
middle school students and par-
ents. “It's mever too late for e

Stutfing it: Dereh
Lashkowski, Werner Middle
Schaol eighth-grader,
stuffs 11 marshmallows in
his mouth at the urging of
GRIP presenter Kevin
Wanzer.

Any big
mouths?:
Kevin
Wanzer asks,
“Who has a
big mouth?”
Wooddale's
Meg Cal-
lahan volun-
teers to show
him by stuff-
ing marsh-
mallows in
her mouth.

dent roundtable members. Btu-
dents learned the right tims to
call 9-1-1 and basic first aid tech-
niques.

# Grade 8: “There's o Better
Way" was facilitated by Farming-

i 'We've concentrat-
od on fighting drug
uge. Now we're ex-
pand}n g that mesaage

a0

Carol Luchscheiter

ton Public Scheols high school
students. The presentation
focused on peer mediation, a ma.
jor component of Farmington's
Conflict Resolution program, with
an actual slmulation by students,

The program was spansored by
Farmington Families in_ Action,
Farmington Public Schools,
Farmi Hills C ission on

Students, parents muscle a stronger GRIP on fanuly

A ‘name’

tographs
GRIPT-
shirts follow-
ing Satur-
day's pro-
gram.

bian sixth-grader Katie

skit.

shizt: Kem'n"
Wanzerau- -*

Laughing together: St. Fu-

Ryan laughs with her dad,
Steve Ryan, during a GRIP;

Children, Youth and Familics,

Major centributors for the pro-
grom were Botsford General Hos.
pital, TRW Automotive Electron.
ics Croup, Hudson's, Farmington
Hills Community Foundativn for
Children, Youth and Families,
Furmington BExchange Club,
Farmington Hilla Police Depart-
ment, Farmington Department of
Publlc Sefety and the Safe and
Drug-Free Schools and Commun-
itiea Grant.

AVY TTIOTUR &Y SHAROS LEMIE

338 W, MAPLE RD, ¢
NDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY. AND
URSDAY AND FRIDAY, 0:30 AM TO 9

PHONE: 844-8000 ¢ F|

CLOTHING FOR A
MODERN AGE

Threo great ple: from
Michael Glasser for
Democracy in Tencal®,
the easy-wearing

fabric of tho ‘80a.
Celadon, four-button
fittod jacket, 4-12, $230.
Matching pants,

4-12, $126.

Almond, Tencel/Lycra®
mock turtleneck tap.
M-L., $88.

JGHAM

ADAY, 9:30 AM TO 8 PM

DAY. NOON TO 8 PM.
Ly




