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Be smart when hiring home improvement contractor *.

You're ready to have your
kitchen or bathroom remodeled
nnd you hope that tha contractor
you ‘telected will do a good job
nnd back up the work. You aren't
alone,

According to the Council of
Botter Business Burcaus, people
cnll the BBB to check on home
Improvement contractors more
than any other type of busincss.

And while calling the BBB can
help you find out if thero are any
complaints on the company and

ite responso record, homeowners
can follow some simple rulea to
avold the pain of being burned.
Keith Paul, president of Home
Advantage Reforral Service, spe-
cializes in metching honest con-
tractors with consumers, Hls ad-

vice:

M Ask for references. By doing
this, you recelve vnluuhle infor-
matlon about work Ask

@ Check for insurance. If the con-

tractar doesn’t have valid Insur-

ance end one of the workers ia in-

jured on your proporty, you could

:‘e"on the hook paying medleal
8.

W Ask for a written guarantee,
This step fs very important In
case thero's a dlacrepancy regard-
ing X hip or cost over-

questione like, ‘How was the
quality of wark?' and ‘Would you
uso thoe contractor again?’

runs, get a written, detailed cost
analysis before the project begins
to prevent problema between you

and the contractor,
M Request a project completion
schedule. Anking the contractar
for a schedulo thot cxplaine the
tasks end time frames for the
project should help minimize con-
struction delays.
® Don't pay everything in ad-
vance. The only time contractora
nced money in advance is when
they order o custom, non-refund-
able item for the project.

Never pay more than 20 percent
up front. Paying for work ge it's

completed helps enaure it will be
done to your speclfications,

W Don't pick up the permit. Hav-
ing the contractor pick up the
building permit from your city or
township serves two purposes.

First, when the contractor ob-
taina the permlit, it's proof that
hir or her building license is val-
id. Second, If there's a problem
with workmanship, you can track
tho compeny by its licenre.

W Make your final payment aftor
you receive a walver of lien, Thiy
document from supply companieg
indicates that all of your mluri-
nls have been paid. If your con®
tractor doean't pay for tha materi®
als, you could be liable for thg
debt. o5
Paul's company, (800) 7330“
3778, has developed a network of =
incal contractors, Bo screans and
checkn references, llcanses and in.. .
surance. There's no charge to con-
sumets for referrals.
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Call 1-800-823-8600

For a frae (ecordad message and
capy of this report. This report could
save you thousands when you sall
your home,
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BLOOMFIELD HILLS COUNTRY CLUR
is naighbor to this nowly listed 7 yoar old Franch
Normal colonial. 5 bedrooms plus in-law suita,
Inground heated pool wilacuzzi & pool house. Over
7500 sq. ft. of charm & elogance. JIM LEAHY Pagac
406+ 1543

TROY
Large 2200 sq. fl. colanlul Huge masier bodioom
2+ wiiull bath. Family room w/cathedral calling and
- fireplace. Nower cabinets & ceramic Hioor in kitchon.
! CiA, nowor windows, neutral decor, large lot.
900. NAJAH HASHEM 646-5000 8xt. 233

CHARMING BEVERLY HILLS CAPE COD
on & large wooded privats lot, 3 bedrooms, farge
formal living room with natural firoplace. Updated
kitchen with ealing lpacn. latge dining room.

BETTER THAN NEW!
Corrgleled 1994 ad transherred. 2700 5 1, 4 becroorms, 2.5 baths, one
in magter, Ry, large (&hll)mdxedhnwm some hardwood

fooes, super kichen, 8it, secunty sysiem, :pmum. professionaly
landscaped § shar

Hardwood floors, cove lhm wol pmlor $229,500. rply maamwwwm $253.900

M it = .
BLOOMFIELD VILLAGE
contos entrance colonial. Hardwood lloors, 2
traplaces, 3 full baths & 2 lavs, Finished bassment,
5 largo bedrooms, alarm systom, sprinklar system.
r 3000 sq. &. for 3459 000. WALTER DelONG
M&SOOOOIP\: et 309

BLD MILLS SCHOOLS
lmpocr.able updated 4 badroom co\onlnl wilh library,
" Iamily room with 2 way fireplace to heated sun room,
updated white kitchon. Finished basoment with sauna.
* Wooded lot, extensiva docking. $284,600. JIM LEAHY
-5000

et ——— o s
BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED GEORGIAN COLONIAL
In aoughl alter Bavarty Hills location. Meliculousty
maintained. Ll:ga family mm with fireplace and
hnrdmodlloorl bedrooms, 2% baths, formal dining
room, large living room. Prlvmlrnodlot $245,

Famington Hills offers supss opportunity below

appralsed valve. 3 bedrooms, huge kitchan, 3

sppliances, hardwood lloors, wot plastar, full

basement, low taxes, solior will help on closing costs.
1 $84.500

FENTON OPPORTUNITY
2000 sq. ft, wilth master bath Jacuzzi & separato
shower. Bum in 1991 with somo new Berber carpal
Fronch doors oft lormal dining room to deck. Fami
room, 2.5 baths & in great shape. Won't last! $94,900

Ovor

QREAT FAMILY HOME
4

on /4 acra traed kl. 4 badcoom, 2% baths. Many
updates. Newer kiichen, fiskistone firupiace in tamil
oom, bookshatvss In iiving room, 20x25 deck off
dlnlng room witad for alarm, Pr-ogﬂ for_air.
Exsmplary Walled Lake Schools. $19!

646-5000, e 245 -




