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Not gulityl: Dr. Jack Kevorkian
heard those sweet words "not
guilty"' in his assisted suicide trial.
/10A

Gulltyl: A Detroit man will be
sentenced March 29 in Oakland
Circuit Court after pleading guilty
to manslaughter in the hit-and-
run death of a Farmington Hills

boy. /SA

Quite an honor: The VFW and
Optimist Club have honored a
Farmington Hills police officer
and firefighter. /3A

Presidential prefetence: Farm-
ington-area voters will take differ-
ent routes to indicate their choices
for President of the United States.

National nutrition month: Shape
up for spring. Local community

hospitafs can help you win the bat-
tle of the bulge. / 18

Court battte: Mercy High
School’s volleyball team competed
Saturday in the regional vol eyball
tournament at Ferndale. /1C

Po
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Crossword . . . . 8B

Warrant pending
against student
suspect in NFHS
hate letter chaos

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
B1aH WHiTew

Farmington Hills police are seoking & warzant
agninat & North Farmington High student in con-
nectian with hate letters that wers lsR [a lockers
of African-American students.

Two North students had racial slure written in-
side lockers in Janusry. Throe notes containing
racinl invectives and thrsata were also found in
student lockers.

Police are asking the student be charged with
malicious annayance rather than ethnic lntimida-
tion. The suspect [s black.

The incident caused a modia frenzy at the
Farmington Hilla school as many speculated the
notes signaled racial problems at the schoal.

The notes, themselves, wern sent to the Michi-
gan Police crime iab for analysis. Hilla Polics
Chisf Bill DPwyer wouldn't alabarats on the inves-
tigation.

"Ivs'u one persan,” Dwyer said. “That's ali m
sy,

Dwyer met with Farmington Schools officiala
Friday. Police and the schools are szpected to re-
leasa & Jolnt statement on Monday.

If & warragt Is lssucd, [4's the second such Inci-
dent to occur within a ysar. A Parmington Hilts
African-American couple’s home was vandalized

which [s belisved ta be gang-related.

“It's just very unfortunate the speculation
the news media caused the damage
community,” Dwysr said. “A community that la
very culturslly diverss and for a qumbsr of years
h-uhnthnwnpdmmpuhumlmdl

(people).” .

% officlals sald are relisved that the
North Parmingtony incident wasn't  racially
motivated. They are working with police and tha
family 1n a confidential mannes, aaid

ssecutive dirsctor of Kindsrgarten through Qrade

12 Insteuction.

The incident itself didn's tarnish the achool dis-
trict’s Imags, Cowan

“But the madia . . . hes led peopls to maks oe7-
taln assumptions that these are ractsl problems,”

Cowan aald.
. "Wajust want Lo get o0 with sducation snd kids
. Voqnpenteating on the sight things.”
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By LAuay O'CoNNOR
Btuy WHeR

When the moon hits your eyo liko a
big pleza ple, that's a .. . sale in
downtown Farmington.

With apologies to Dean Martin, lo-
¢al merchanta of business (not Von-
ice) want to croon their own cash-
tinging tune Friday, March 15. Down-

away next Friday,

Pyt

town Farmington
ral Moonlight Madness Sale.

0t
ion's g

town Farmington Business
Association Is presenting its fiest-over
Moonlight Madness eale.

‘The ovent gocs all day until 10 p.m.
Threo spotlights will illuminate the
sky mnd call attention to the down-
town aron.

Moonlight Madness featuees side-
walk sales and a prize raffle for $700

in Farmington "Mad" money, which
can be redeemed at Downtown Farm-
ington Businesa Ausociation member
vutlets. Rafllg tickets arc $1-cach or 6
for $3. Thy drawing is April 20.

Alio, stores will be giving away 150
free passcs to tho Clvic Theatre.

Another highlight is an “Ask tho
Experts” panel, which will anawer
questions 8.9 p.m. in the Village Mall
ond Civie ‘Theatre lobby.

Dr. John Cromwsll of Cromwell

Family Chiropractic has asscmbled
people from the medical, banking, in-
surzace and home Imp ra-

Q SEVENTY-FIWE CENTS

0 1908 Cbasrvel & Locwwic Newapapen, .

Moonlight sale spotlights business

Downtown Farmington merchants hope their
cash registers are chirping and beeplng moerrily
'eim:ch 15; during the Down-

Merchants seo the day-long sale as
a woy to luro new customers. Many
downtown businessea are only opon
until 6 or 6 p.m. weekdays and aro
usually closed vn Sundays.

“We find thero's a lot of people out
walking their dogs and window shop-
ping." sald Bev Brown, owner of
Touch of Romance. “This will be a
way to bring them inside.”

Merchants are also looking for peo-
ple from outside Farmington who
might not be familiar with the down-
town area.

fesslons to answer questions.

Soo MOONLIGHT, 2A

This teacher’s heart

\
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isin t_h h

omeroom

- Oskland County Elementary tsach.

.

. recelve $2000 from

“the 1080 grad

BY LARRY O'CONNOR !
1A WaLK

Homeroom takes on a new dismen-
ston for Flanders Elemontary teach-
er Pam Elila.

The Farmingten schoo! coyld be
considered a second malling ad-
dress. When not at bomg, Eills iy
usually there. If they want 16 )
thelr. wife and wothot, s too are
husband, Tim, and children, Missy
and T,

Hor mother and stepfiiher also
visit occasionally to hyp out on
achoo!l math nights. Her mether-in-
law drops by once In awhilo. Svcond
and third cousins are unsccounted
for, though. :

Homeroom Is whete her heart s,

“To me this is what tesching la:
You give your heart and soul,” sald
Ellis, 33, who has taught 10 yoars at
Flanders. i

Oukland Schools agrees. The n-
termedinte school district! haa
asmed Ellls the Newsweck-WDLV

or af the year. R
Ellls will join otber award recipi-
onia ‘l'mm Velume‘ ll:n;ll lém‘anm‘b
ovntics a detrait Pyblic Schoola
E\L}x ‘n‘;?iﬁ% 10 May. i\\lml winnens
owsweek-

WwDIV.

The fiRth grate instructar is taken
back ly ths honor. Ellia is only
doing what's she always wanted
since being in the thind grade —
tcach.

Others told her no Jobs were avail-
able in the profession. Nonctheloss,
uate of Northville
High went on to got her Lachelur's
and master's degree from Enstem
Michigan University.

“Much ke her career pursuit,
Eilla romains unwavered in hor
teaching philosophy — All kids can
learn.

“You have to find out what it
(het sparks them, what it is that
motivates them,” Eilis said. “It's
different for cach child.”

The lengths she'll go ta discaver
the source takes her away from in
frunt of tho chalkboard.

She and her family atiend stu-
dent's basehall and hockey games,
ballet and dance recitals. Vicits tp
their homos are comman, toa.

E11is has taught Aindergartun, and
secand through Ak grade at Fland. .
ars. She had some stutients for threp
years.

“When she triea ta do something
with us she makea It fun,” sall
fifth-grader Lauren Brantley, who
had Mrs. Ellls ax a second, fousth |
and fith grade teacher. “But you're |
loaraing af the saine yime.”

Yop te ‘Pam Ellis, with a Teacher-of-the-Year qward to
. m;hc{ln ac'titkun in )_ze;" ¢lasaroom. f-the-Ye oo

F

v Bramn LEMIUN/BTA7Y Tawimuianen
hpr eredit, works with student

Children wera reading a book
cailed “Btane Soup,” Brantley said.

Bec TEACHER, 34 |

BY BiLL COUTANT
STWY WTen

R ing Arm
Armen Papoghanian

Students and teachers at
West Bloomfisld High

police ars atlll trying 1o
determine why & car carry-
on Plplﬁhlﬂlll\
11, of Wsat Bloomflisld uad
his hrother Halg, 14,
crossed the centar ﬂn- on
Middiebslt Road, causing an accident that pssult

cronsed wh
quartar of a eafle acuth af 10 Mils st 7p.m.

Accident claims Wes

The car atruck a

driven by Nicholas Ral

School were trying to eope  Vuljwvic, 38, of Farmington i)ls. ta
:{:‘: :::ndd.::tnﬁ::‘:?& ’l;huh Bt]lalﬂﬂ; -‘:ml th& Niasan wound up on the
zeslied N oast shouider of the ros
:u, led In cusmputet graph Hills Trafflc Bupssvisar Sgt. Denals Green said
And Pami Hilla the Ultima's air baga deploysd, but the brunt of

der wan, But we don'’t
talk ta his
paghenlan) loat control

1on Hiils, spun around and wax struck an the drive
er's alds by a 1885 Pord B’xr{lom driven by Paska

the crash cama from the side.
“The rosd waan't lcy,”” Green sald. “The shoul-
the center line and we may pot know until ws can

brother. Wa'll try to defermina the
apaed, But it appears q-_n the driver (Armen Pa;

K venalty of Michigen Medicsl Centar in Ann Asbor

bort York, 17, of Farining-

nnan.
Vuljevic, alang with his wife and four
who were passengers h‘l lhnﬂBmlnur,

t Bloomfield teen

northbound 1985 Dodge 600 where he was [n fair condition as of Fridsy after-

children
were taken

know why the car crossed

finld whete they

wero treated and released. Yark was not fnjured.

“At school, Armen touched a lot of us,
Jeane Abbott, who taught the junier in two clasa-
¢s. "Ho wes very outspoken snd opinionated,
wh(ch“wn really good. He was confident and out-

* sald

ng.

Ahbott said the boy loved muaic and played the
druma in two different bands.

“Hp had callouses on his hands,” she seid. “His
other passion was col
classes st the Oakland
jcs. He was vory talented.

Both brothers wers wearing seat helts, and alco-
hal doss nat appear to be a factar, police said. The
death is the thied traflic fatality in Farmington

mputer graphics. He took
C:mer in computer graph-

o in Armen’s death Thuraday night. Papsghanian’s younges brother, Halg, 14, was »

Armen Papaghanian died from injuriss receivad seenger in the front scat. He suffared serious
when the 1996 Nissan Ultima he was dsiving t\‘ndu and was taken to Botsford General Hospl- Wiy in 1906,
Middlebelt while headed south about & 1al an Grand River and then siv-liRad to the Uni- .
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