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Battle won,
BY PAT MURPHY

Dr. Jack Kevorkisn may have
won a battle, But the war over as-
alsted suicide is far from over.

Another battle — another trial
— looms,

“Wa're beaten but not defeat-
od,” Qakland County Prosscutor
Richard Thompson. “We plan on
going ahead,” he sald, referring to
9“ lf!‘zodulod Aprl 1 trial of

on two other assisted

Kevorkinn's lawyer, Geoffrey N,
Fleger, had urged the prosecutor
to abend T
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plans to
with the scheduled trial of Kevor-
kian, The jury had sant o message
that Michigan's law against as-
slated sulcide was queationable If
not unconatitutional, he sald.

“Don't wasto any more tax
money,”" the Southfield attorney
sald,

But the upcoming trial will
have totally different circum-
atances, natd Thampson. “It's a
different law, there were different
vlcth-." he ,ahl, -n.d there will

B The law. Kevorkian, of West
Bloomfield, will bo tried charged
under Michigan's common law
against asalstad suiclde, the pro-
secutor sald. He won't be charged
under tho law aimed diroctly at
Kevorkian that was allowed to

. lspse after 18 months,

8 The victims. Kevorkian Friday
was acquitted in the 1983 deaths
of Morian Froderick, 72, and Dr.
Al Khallll, 81, who died In the re.
tired pathologiat’s spartment,
then In Royal Qak. Frederick and
Khalili both suffered from incur-
able diseases.

In April, Kevorkian faces
charges In the deaths of Sherry
Miller, 44, and Marjorie Wantz,
58, Both died on Oct, 23, 1991, in
a rustic cahin in Bald Mountain
State Recreation Area in Oaldand

Township,
“Nelther of thess women had a
torminal fliness,” sald Thomp-

son.

& The instructlons. In the trial
that ended Friday, sald the pro-
secutor, instructions from Judge
Jaln'iul R. Cooper to the jury were

to the
jury. Asked to elaborate, he aaid:

Judge Cooper didn't adequately

delineato between Kevorkian's In-
tent and his motive, Thompaon
eaid, a distlnction that was cru-
clal to applying the law.

“His motive might have been to
end suffering,” sald Thompson,
“but his [ntent waa to kill. I liken
It to a man who wants to send his
kida to college, but robs a back to
do it. The motlive is good, but the
intent Is a crime.”

In a press hriefing following the
verdicts, jurora said they had
problems with the Instructions.
“We had difficulty with ‘intent,”
acknowledged forman Donald Ott
of Royal Oak. .

That wasn't the only problem,
jurors sald, “It was difficult to
put personal feelinga aside,” said
juror Marcel Jefferson of South-
field. “But that's what we were
:ﬁe’fl to do, and that’s what we

Juror Jeff Kovalesky, who did
not Identify the communlity In
which he lives, sald he had strong
feelings against asaisted suiclde.
*I was ngalnst it. I don't belisve
?v"(Kevurkian) should have done
t.

but assisted suicide war is not over

But hs was able to put those
feelinga aaide, sald Kovalesky. He
was als0 nble to overlook feelings
that Kevorkian came acroas as
“rude” when ho testified and that
defense sttornoy Geoffroy Fioger
was “unprofessional at times . .
n particularly when he sald pro.
secutars were ‘spineless”,”

- The three-woek trial drew near-
“capacity crowds, moat of whom
‘woiced strong opibions about
Kevorkian or the trial..

$ "I think hoe will be sainted one
day,’" eald Sidney Dillick, a ro.
tired professor from Wayne State
“University who lives in West
Bloomfleld. -

: Southfield resident Norm
Cohien, one of the alternate jurors,
said he regarded Kevorkian as a
champion of an unpopular cause.
“If he's gullty of anything, he's
guilty of belng ahead of his time,”
anid Cohen, a retired investor.

Dr. Alan Sorscher of Rochester
Hills, however, had a totally dif-
ferent view. “I think he (Kevorki-
an) should bae in jail. He took the
law into his own hands and he's a
great shame to medicine,”

OBITUARIES

BETTY JANT MILGURN

Services for Betty Jane Milburn,
73, formerly of Farmington Hills,
were Friday, March 8, from the
Thayer Rock Funeral Home in
Farmington, the Rev, Roger G,
Stutesman, chaplain at Evangeli-
cal Home in Detrolt, ofMiciating.
Burinl was in Parkview Memorial
Cemetery, Livonia.

Mrs. Milburn died March 5 at
Marywood Nursing Coenter in
Livania.

She worked as an accounts pay-
able clork for the Clarenceville

Board of Education from 1976 to
1688. Sho was a graduate of Farm.
ngton High School, class of 1840,
Shie lived in the Farmington area
for 40 yours,

Surviving are her husband,
Earl; daughter, Gail Miiburn of
Dearborn; brother, Earl Billing of
Novi; aisters, Joyce Gagnon of
Farmington, Marge Priak of Livo-
nla, Clara Simpson of Oacods,
and Cara Dettinger of Farming-

ton.

Memorials may be sent to: Al
theimer's Ascoclation, Detrolt
area chapter, 17251 W. Twelve

Milo Road, Suite 108, Southfield
48076,

NORMAN LEONARD PECK
Services for Norman L. Peck, 72,
of Farmington Hills, were Feb, 7
from the Ira Kaufman Chapel,
Southfield. Burial was in NuSach
Harie cemetery.

M. Peck dled Feb. 6 of a heart
attack in his home,

Mr. Peck wan a funny man who
touched the lives of many people.
His involvement with the
Kiwanis organization spanned
over 30 years. He nlso epent 40

consecutive years handing out
socks nt Vetoran's Hospital dur-
ing Christmaa, !

His Old World Style Pizza
business along with his photogra-
phybusiness took him into the .
Jives of so many people, He al-
ways hnd a smile and a joke to
warm the hearta of everyone he

met, B
Mr. Peck is survived by two
daughters, Ellen Crawford and
Barbara Peck, grandchildren Erin
and Zachary, san-in-law Don
Crawford, and companion Patri- *
cia Zaron, .
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