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Counting pennies will help feed hungry in county

BY LAURIE HUMPIIREY
HT VI WRITHH

A penny donation doesn’t do a
Tot of goad by itself, but o panny
donaticn by each of the 2,449 ele-
menlary students in the Bloom-
fipld Hills School District would
significantly impact the Ozkland
County Foodl Bank's mission sand
nisiat more than 25,000 Oakland

area school districts that have
banded together to assist between
50,000 and 70,000 people that de-
pond an the Oakland County
Food Bank each month. .
“Not many people are (ar from
being in neod at some time in
thelr life," said Jamle Rabi-
nowitz, "Kids Can" project coor-

tric are: Avondale, Farmington,
Walled Lake, Troy, Lake Orlon,
Birmingham, Clarkston and West
Bloomfield.

The purpose of the fuad-raiser
Is two-fold: to raise money and to
ahow children thoy can help less.
fortunate peopls. Rabinowits cald
there is no monstary

. “We are moat intsreated in hav-

nothing was o

children feel aa If they did their
part to help those in nood.
Students have collocted and do-
nated monoy for the county Food
Bank in years past. However,
county-
wide, Rablnowits chenged that.
“It was so popular (In the
school dlistricts which wera col-
lecting} that we decided to croate

“Kids Can Penny Drive Cam-
palgn.” It runs through March 81.

Elementary students, the only
level participating in the penny
drive, doposit their change into
claysroom jugs. The money [s
then counted, by { in the
county’s sutistic program,
used by the Food Bank to buy
food and toiletries at a discounted

Drive program, capreased the im--
portance of the program. “Each
school in the Bloomfield Hills.
District {s an integral compouent-
of out immediate community &

well as the greater metpopolitan

i Jenta inghe dis-
trict give back to the congnunity,
by becoming involved'in Projects;
such sa the penny drive.””

dinator. “There {s no real thing

such as job security.” i
Other participating districts

coveted by the Observer & Eccen-

If the penny drive is as gijccess- .
ful as are hopln}§ there;
tiohs coordinator for Bloomflel in » plan to expand the fam to-
Hills Schools and a key person in  middle school and eventusgly the"
advocating the districtwide Penny  high schools. :
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ing young people know there are
poople who need belp,” she sald,
adding it was [mportant thelr

County children living below the
poverty leve.

our own for Oakland County," she
1,
:Bloomfleld Hills ls one of 19

rate.
sald, i
This s the first year for tho

Barb Browne,  rela-
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