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Knights win hockey title

«The Livonin Knights, a Poo Wee AA hockey
team, beat the Fraser Falcons, 5-1, to win the
Michigon Amateur Hockey Aunmocintion atnte
championship March 10 at the Wayne Ico Arena.

It was the second consecutive atate crown for
the Knighta (54-12-8 overall), who wan the Pec
Wee A crown a yoar ago, made their third
ateaight trip to the finnls. They woro runners-up
in the Squirt division lwo ycara ago.

The Knights, canched by Dan Lerg, Bill Smith
and Ron Griffin, will now play in the national
tournament, beginning April 11 in Meator, Ohio.
It is the first toam from the Livonin Hockey
Association in 26 years to play in the national
taurnamont. Thoy have outscored their oppo-
nenta this year by an average of 5.5 gonla-for to
1.5 gonls againat.

Kevin Krogel scored twico in the champi-
onship game for the Knights, including the
game-winner 41 scconds in to the final period,

1In the semifinals, Bryan Marshall scored the
first twa goals of the game and Jim Spiowak
added a second period goal as the Knights rout-
ed Traverse City, 7-1.

Tho Knighta opened tournament play with an
9.1 win over Jackson, as Pat Lerg scored four
times. Derek Martin'a power-play goa! oponed
the scoring, while Shaun McDonnell finished the
game with ono goal and three nagiata.

In on 13-4 win over Trentan, Trentan opened
the acoring before the Knights cxpladed {or
seven unanswered goals, Joc Hiltebrand recard-
vd b goal and two assists before suffered a tout-
aament-onding injury in the second period.
Nathan Jakubowski had two goals nnd three
asaists, while Scan Szestak ond Ryan Yost ench
added three pointa.

In Game No. 3, the Knights downed Fraser, 7-
3, Michael Walsh, Erik Reitz and Sean Smith
each scored goals.

For the tournament, the Knights outscored
their opponents, 38-5, as goaltondera Babby
Pruchnik and Kevin Marlowe each steod firm
between the pipes.

Tesm sponsors for the Knights include
Chrysan Industrics, American Representatives,
Johnson Stamping, Major Magic Pizza and the
LHA. the team manager is Angic Krogol.

*The Kings, Squirt B LHA champs and Joseph
P Morrisan Hockey Day champe (beating the
Capitals), Ninished sccond in the Kentwood
Squirt invitational tournament Feb. 23.26 in
Grand Rapids.

Members of coach Don Strauch’s team includo
Livonians Brandon Albrecht, Kurt Albrecht,
Mark Albulov, Brian Bishop, Jonathon Brenna-
man, Matt Eesley, Chris Coluccelli, Brian Guido,
Chris Guido, Matt Hartzel, Andrew Hinkle,
Adam Johnson, Mike Tokarsky and goaltender
Joseph Bisque. Other members include Nick
Strauch (Northville) and Matt Perino (Canton).

cégar contributes

eRyan Salata was also a member of the St.
Edith junior varsity B team which recently cap-
tured the St. Valentine All-Mctro basketball
tourney with a 26-23 win over Holy Family in
the championship final. The Eagles, who fin-
ished 1340 in the Catholic Leaguo Organization,
also included Andrew Cullinan, Gabriel
DeFlavis, Andrius Giedraitis, Mike Hamilton,
Jazon Horton, Ryan Hortan, Mark Mercicr, Mark
Ralko, Alan Spohn and Andy Varilone. The team
is coached by Doug Spohn and Pat Cannon.

Collegiate notes

+«Dawn Warner (Livonia Franklin), who
recently became Western Kentucky Univ‘enitf‘l
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Play at second: Junior Michelle Sklar tries to make a putout at second base on former Mercy player Piper Metz, Sklar isa
returning starter at shortstop and one of many veteran players on the North softball team.

Raiders believe

North Farmin
year with a softball team composed of
many underclassmen. The Raiders are
still relatively young but more e: i
enced and looking to improve their

record.

DAN O’MEARA
Hrary Warren

Conch Dave Brubaker dossn’t
expect great things from his North
Farmington, just a little improve.
ment this year.

The Raiders return nine players
and some definito talent following a
10-15 scawon, but North remains a
fairly young ballclub with only three
seniors among its 14 members.

“We were very young laat year”
said Brubaker, who begins his ninth
year. °1'd like to sce if us flip-flop the
reco

rd.
“If we go 15-10, I'll be extremely
happy. If we go 10-15, I'll think we
didn't go aut with the frame of mind

n was around .500 Iast

eri-

we should have.”

North had some big momenta last
year, defeating Western Lakes
Activities Association champ Walled
Lake Central, Plymouth Canton and
Westland Joha Glenn.

But the Raiders also lost some
games they should have won,
according to Brubaker, when the
defense faltered or the run support
was lacking.

“We're still o year or two away
from being the powerhouse I think
we can be,” he said, “but we're not
going to hide from anybody.

“Walled Lake Central is going to
be tough again, but I sce our team
compeling. We're still yourg but we

Marlins eye repeat
as division champs

DAN O'MEARA
Stary Warmns

first-round loss last ycor after win-
ning the division. Our seniors
b di intment and

1f his second scason aa F ing
ton Hills Mercy softball coach is like
the first, Jack Falvo will gladly take
it, with some alterations.

Falvo was named Observarland
Canch of thg. Year after guiding
Marey to a 20-13 record and the
Central Division championship.

But the Maorlins were eliminated
in the first round of the Cstholic
League playoffs by Birmingham

T

SOFTBALL

18th 1,000th-point scorer in women's b
tallied a team-high 18 pointa in Thursday’s 80-
72 loss to Arizona in the Women's National Invi-
tational Tournament in Amaritlo, Tex. Tho loss
dropped the Lady Hilltoppers' record to 18-12
overall.

eBryan Besco (Westland John Glenn), a
sophomore first baseman on the University of
Michigan baschall squad, leads the Wolverines
with two home runs. The bad news, however, is
that 1M is reeling at 1-13 and Besco is strug-
gling at the plate, hitting 200.

«Derek Besco, a sophomore pitcher, is also
struggling. He has pitched 7.7 innings in four
appearances and has s whopping 14.09 ERA.On
» brighter note, Besco has five hils in 10 at-bats
for a .500 average with ons home run.

oMark Templs (North Furmington) is still in
the running to earn  starting spot on UM's
sotation when the Big 10 sesson begina. The
'miarﬁxiuhmdcrhllwnruzzlin&vixh an 0-
3 record and .49 ERA.

Crusaders drop game

On Fridsy, bost Point Loma Nazarens (Calif}
improved to 17-10-1 oversl!, cinching its own
Bombe at the Besch Baseball Tourname
2 10-5 triumph over Madonns University in

for the Fighting Crusaders, who (all to 7-14 over-
all. Mark Serrs (1-1), who worked into the ith
uffered the

inning, & loss.

Earliar in the day, Pacific Lutheraa (8-6)
downed the Fighting Crusaders, 85, with & 14-
thaunhdtvohil:.lnddln(ldmbh
.mmummu Delano Voletti. Pitcher
Tim (1-2) suffered the loss.

Marian, a team it had beaten four
times previously. Mercy got to the
district tournament finnl but lost to
powerful Farmington Harrison.

“Wa have the potential to be a
good team, but the players have to
demonstrate they csn do it on the
field,” Fatvo said. *¥ think we'll be
able to give anybody (in the Joague}

= game.
“I think we learned from that
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are focused on getting through the
first round.”

Mercy will build jts team around
seven returning players: scniors
Heidi Wahl, Lindsey Moeller, Carvie
Fling, Rachel Geiger and Jennifer
Lis, junior Dana Dzickan and sapho-
more Kelly Moug.

«Heidi Wah! has developed into a
great leader and definitely will
anchor the infield on the left side,”
Falvo said.

‘Wahl, who sterted at third base
but also can play shortstop, has a
3.97 grade point and will likely
sttend Alma College on an academic
ascholarship to play softbaill.

Mocller returns as the starting
entcher and “is looking really strong
in the batting cage,” according to
Falvo, aller warking out oll winter.

Geiger was an ali-division center
fielder, "a quiet player who always
got the job done” and also is hitting
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S-Lathrup stops Wayne in ‘A’ semifinals :

can surprise people. I think we can
be in the running for the division
title).”

North has its pitchers back in
gophamore Mickey Spisz and junior
Kathie Collina. Both had five wins
and split the losscs at acven and
eight.

“They got their feet wet os far a3
varsity experience,” Brubaker said.
“We'll be able to hong in there with
their pitching. If they can keep us in
games, I think we have the defense
to go with it. Hitting is tho only
question mark.”

Saphomore Katie Devercux was
the most valuable player and
returns at catcher. She batted .370
while leading the tcam with 29 hits.
She also had 28 RBJ, four home runs
and threc triples.

“We're solid but not deep,”
Brubaker said. “This year 1 feel we
have a backup everywhere but
catcher,

. . i ; . —
aking her pitch: Junior Dana Dziekan gives the Marlinsa

’06 will be better

“Katie is pretty durable. She
played every inning of every gome
last year. If sho gets hurt , I start
taking valunteers.”

Like Devereux, junior third base-
man Kelly Brannack and sophomore
infielder Lynn Livernois were All-
Lakes Division players.

Brannack batted .320 in the
tengue ond is dependable in the field
as well as with the bat.

*She hits the ball hard and has a
rens strong arm,” Brubaker said.
“She did a fantastic job as a sopho-
more; she's back and looking better
than ever. You can see she's gotten
atronger and is more agile”

Livernois started nt sccond baso
and junior Michelle Sklar at short-
stop, but they could flip-flop poni-
tions or rotate with sephomore
Dianna Guatkey.

“All three are capable of playing
cither position,” Brubuker said. “It's
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veteran pitcher with plenty of varsity experience.

a8 Grays noiled &

Brary Warra
If only Wayne Memorisl could take back the
fina! aiz minutes of Fridsy's state Class A boys
semifinal.

Tha Zebras mm.dhnlwﬂnl&rfotm for
nearly /4 quarters before Southfield-Lathrup
roared back for a 77-67 victory befors 8,496 fans

at the Breslin Center in East Lansing.

The Chargers (23-3) showed why their victory
onr Nod:kil:;dt Panhimmwﬂ:l %
‘was Do coming up

down the stretch. ”
lnthnand.kwuthambb-dg.hé:fhth-
rup's towering ffoot line _ 6-foot-9 Butler

BASKETBALL

down the stretch. He scored 12 of his team-high
23 poiats to spark a 26-12 Lathrup fourth-quar-
ter run.

*Qur scouting report said he (Grays) would
take a iot of shota, but he was also one of their
better ahooters, the streaky kind," Woyne coach
Chuck Heary said. "He was two for nine in the
first half and I wished he had stayed that way.
But he's a competitor, and he wanted the ball. He
did a nice job when they ncoded it."

Ironically, Wayne, 1riicss tallest starter is 6-4,
was able to heng wih the Chargers despite the
lopsided size disadventage.

Six straight poirts by Wayne's Richard John-
son, including a two-band jam off a nifty inside
foed from Lavelle Gusss with five scconds left io
the third quaster momentarily gave Wayns & £6-
48 advantage.
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But the tide quickly
28-foot three-pointer just before the buzzer
sounded to pull the Chargers to wi

3. |

“That might have been the turning point, Lath:
rup conch Bob Horm said. “Instead of being down
seven, we were down four and it gave us a fight~
ing chance. It couldn't have come at & better time.
it's the first time he's done that on the varsity]
but I remember him making about four of those
when be was on the JV.* :

Henry also agreed with his conching counter-
part oo "tho shot.” .

“That had a big impact on the game when he
(Grays) hit the long “three,™ he ssid. "It helped
their surging crowd and maybe it made their
half-court trap a little tougher. They got the
mometum and we couldn't turn them backy
They're big and quick ’.nd we were not doing &

Soo HOOPS, :E:

et s oy =

- e

within four, 65-



