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By BiLL, COUTANT

BTAYY WRITKR
ednesday's wet,
henvy snow knocked

w down trees and paw-

er lines in Farmington and
Farmington Hills, but the
atroots were plowed and all
power was restored by Thurs-
day.

Lorio Kessler of Detroit Edi-
son, said about 3,700 Farming-
ton-aren customera lost power
Wednesday.

- “Our aggressive line clear-
ing program, a sub station, a
new (120KV) lino along tho
frecway and our program to
split circuita really made a dif-
ference,” she anid.

. Kevin Gushman, Farming-
ton DPW director, said city
crews wors ready for tho late
winter storm,

“Wo were all cleaned up by
6 p.m.,” he said. "We wore
rendy for it."

Gushman enid the warmer
temperatures made the snow
heavy and difficult to plow,
but also made de-icing of
equipment easier.

Storm blusters by,
but hardly cripples
Hills, Farmington

Tralfic signalas wore out at
soveral lacations, but streets
wore clear within 24 hours in
Farmington Hills, anid Dan
Rooney, Hills DPW director.

“It was hoavy snow, 80 it
was a lot slower going, ospe-
cially for our smallor equip-
mont,” Rooney said.

A Farmington Hills man,
57, died of n heart attack be-
Hoved to be attributed to the
atorm. The man hed been
ghoveling the heavy snow be-
foro going into his Hunters
Point Drive home. He was
found unconscious in his bath-
reom Wednesday morning.

The storm, the biggest in
the area in two years, causcd
the Farmington schoola to
ciose, along with public and
private schools just asbout
overywhere in the metropoti-
tan nrea.

Farmington Hills firefight-
ors made 33 runs Wednesday
including 11 runs for downed
powor lines and six medical
emergencics. Thoe department
average thik ycar hns been
14,3 runs a day.

N

1t's not the Bahamas: Wires

il
near the Bahama Motel in

southeast Farmington Hills are coated with snow
and ice and whipped by wind.

Blowing up a
storm: This
winter's worst
snowstorm
was still rag-
ing Wednes-
day morning
when, with the
Masonic Tem-
ple as a back-
drop, the X
branch of a A
large maple .}
came crashing |-
down on some '
wires in Farm-
ington.

BEZLIE

asass.

Puttering around: Above, the West sisters, Ashley (left), 10, and

Mindy, 8, know how to handle the aftermath of a snowstorm.
They ride scaled-down snowmobiles around the front yard of
their Farmington Hills house.
Farmington Hills and Rick Cray clear their driveways, as well as
that of their neighbor who is home with her baby.

STAT? PIIOTOS BY SUARGN LEMIEUX

At right, helpful Charlie Fellows of

Thin Ice

Ice Arena committee attempts
to high stick council authority

By BiLL COUTANT
BTAY? WIUTER

The Farmington Hills City
Council and the Ico Arena Advisory
Committos are going to try it agnin.

The committee, charged with ad-
vising tho council on policics, proce-
dures and needs for the city's new
multi-purpose ice arena, had run
afou! of the council that created it
over the issue of dry-floor activites.

At n provious council meoting,
advisory committes members had
nrgued that using dry floor activites
would not be profitable, and worse,
would turn away residents who
would use the second sheet of ice.

But Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi told
the committee the city had
promised voters during the cam-
paign for the arena, and the ballot
innguange had specified that the
arena would bo used for other uses.

That set the stuge for a conflict
at the March 18 meeting when
Councilwoman Cheryl Oliverio
suggeated the council conaider dis-
Landing the committeo.

“(Golng through tho advisory
coramitteo) is an ndded step that
wao don't necenaarily need right
now,” she said.

Councilwoman Noncy Bates

H The committee, charged with advising the coun-

cil on policles,

procedures and needs for the
city's new multi-purpose ice arena,

had run afoul

of the council that created it over the Issite of

dry-floor activites.

qualified people to serve on com-
mittees.

“We have a hard time involving
citizens,” she said. “When they get
involved and take it seriously, we
shouldn’t change that.”

Mayor Vagnozzi initinlly sug-
gosted “sunsetting” the committee
in December, rather than when ita
3.ycar term ends in November of
1697. He anid the committee had
spent its last meeting planning
ways to reverse the city council's
decigion.

The minutes reflect a discus-
sion of calling for a public hearing
on the isauo, but Fitzgerald said
that idea was quickly put nside by
tho committee, He also eolled for a
joint committee-council meeting.

Tho council took no action.
Vagnozzi said he will meet with
tho committeo and report back to
the council,

In other nction, the council:

ordinance requiring screening of
Dumpsters in the city.

Daove Miles, representing ane
commervial property owner, culled
the proposnl “an enforcement
nightmare.”

The ordinance would require
sereening from view of the Dump-
sters both in residentiol and com-
mercial areas.

Resident Betty Cook anid busi-
nesaes have already had more
than two ycars to voluntarily com-
ply with tho ordinance.

B Approved a dust control pro-
gram for 1956

Some residents objected to the
use of ealcium chloride as n threat
to human health, plant life and
wildlife, especinily on some of the
antural beauty roads where it
would be applied.

But city DPW Director Dan
Rooncy said the chemical waa a
much safer alternative to oil or

said that it wan difficult to ind B Approved the introduction of an  brine, which were previously used.
Focus from page 1A
‘Meals’ volunteers needed  All about care “Trouble Freo Travel'

The federal Mcals on Whoels
program is looking for volunteors
to doliver meals (o senlor citizens
{n the community.

Tho program, which providea hot
and cald menla to senors at & nomi-
nal cost, or free, foeds about 160 peo-
plo a doy in Farmington and
Farmington Hilla. The meals are

red at the Willlam M. Costick
Actlvition Conter, where vol
drivers pick tho meals up and deliv-
er them, Moala aro dnllv:'mrl to feed

o seven days 8 woe!
pmplmm of tho shortage of dri-
vorn there is o waiting list for the

Anyou.w intoreatod should call
the senior nutrition pregram at
478-1825 or 473-1867.

Aron acnior citizens take
note: A class can teach you
how to recoive nppropriato care
in hospitals, nursing homos
and from in-home nuraing ser-
vices.

The class will begin at 10
a.m. Tucsdny, March 286, at the
Farmington Hills Senior Center
on 11 Milo Rond oaat of Middle-
belt. Call 473.1830 to reginter.

Support group meets

An Alzheimer’s support group
will moct at 7 p.m. tho first Tucs-
day of oach month, April 2, nt the
Botsford Continuing Health Cen-
ter, 21450 Archwood Circle,
Farmington Hills. Call 477-7400
for more information.

Tony Thomas from Blue
Crosa/Blua Shield will lead n pro-
gram on “Trouble Free Travel” for
senior citizens at 10 a.m. Tuca-
day, April 2, at the Farmington
Hiils Sonior Conter on 11 Mile
cast of Middlebelt.

Medical, financial and practical
tipa will be offered to help ensure
o safo trip. Participants will re-
celve a free travel case. Call 473-
1830 to register.

Itoms for Farmingten Focus
may bo mailed to the Farmington
Obsorver, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48335; faxed to 477-
9722; or dropped off at the nows-
paper offico. For tho computer
literate, the Internot E-mail ad-

dress is: packytoconline.com.

-

Fine Jewvelry

Consolidation

We have gathered fantastic
fine jewelry from all of our

Midwest stores, to offer you

a marvelous choice

and great savings.

March 27th

through

Aprit 10th

Savings off onginal pricos.

Jacobson's

2338 W. MAPLE RO, * BIRMINGHAM
MONDAY, TUESDAY. WEDNESDAY, AND SATURDAY, 9:30 AM TO 68 PM
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, 9:30 AM TO £ PM. SUNDAY, NOON TO B PM.
PHONE: 644-8800 ¢ FAX: 846-B067
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