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Mercy’s Emerson earns All-Observer honors

ALL-AREA GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

1998 ALL-OBSERVER
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM

FIRST TEAM: Hoather Wohlfoi), senior midile hitwr, Redford Thurston;
Brandy Malewski, junior middle hitter, Redford Thurston; Amber Wells,
scnior sotter, Plymouth Canton: Thervsa Arciero, senior outsido hitter,
Livonia Churchill; Stacey dudd, senior middte hitter, Livonia Lodywood; Erin
LeSnge, aenior outside hitter, Livania Ladywood; Nicola Vondracek. junior sct-

Shortly after being told over
tho telophone that she “ras
Observerland’s Coach of tho Yoar
{n girls volleyball thia season,
Cindy Riley started thanking the
poopla ot Redford Thurston that
helped make it happon.

Riley began crediting her play-
ors and conching staff for mak-
ing hor first year as varsity
coach a memorable one when
her husband, Jim Riley, quipped
in the bnckgr‘ounq.. '!L!aw“:_hou!

tor, Livonis Ladywood; Jamrson Emersan, sonior outside hitter,
Hilla Mercy; Shellye Sills, sonior middle hitter, Plymouth Salem; Kim
Sheldon, senior outaide hitter, Plymouth Salem: Kariaso Socia, scnior ou taide
hitter, Plymouth Solem: Kriati Dillnsio, senior outsido hitter, Livonia
Stevenson,

SECOND TEAM: Sheyanne Mooter, senior, Farmington Hills Mercy; Jessica
Orleman, junior, Plymuuth Conton; Cooker Perkine, senior, North
Farmington; Heather Barber, senior, Rectford Union; Nikki Kightlinger, senior,
Weat!and Huron Valley Luthoran; Jenni Talbot, junior, Garden City.

THIRDG TEAM: Latren Wright, senior, fedford Union; Kelly Ashworth, sonior,
Livonin Churchill; Karen Springateen, senior, Plymouth Salem; Beth Janes,
senior, Farmington Hlills Mercy; Danlolle Sledz, freshman, Livonia
cl ille; Sarah Poglita, soph Livonia Ladywood.

HONORABLE MENTION: Kim Lucns, Jenny O'Counor, Michells Yeako, Heathor
White, Redford Thureton; Kristi Drinkhahn, Ann Alioto, Nikki Kouachevich,
Plymouth Cunton: Jenny Szanl, Tascha Kioft, Redford Union; Lori
Leszczynski, Megnn McGinty, Livania Churchill; Colleen Wutke, Holli Freien
Jenny Woody, Garden City; Michello Ruth, Westland Huron Valtey Lutheren;
Gina Palmeri, Nicole Tubin, Catherine Garry, Lourn Krol, Stacey Michols,
Julie Richnrdson, Livonin Stovenson; Mellssa Wolvin, Randi ¢'fz, Janine
Bosman, Amantla Ricotta, Livonia Franklin; Nicols Van IHees, Jonny Trott,
Amanda Abraham, Kari Fiynn, Plymouth Salem; Erin Moug, Gail Agacinski,
Heidi Wohl, Faumington Hills Mercy: Shannon Swish, Jeasica Geracs, Jil)
Vilson, Cathy Iicrmann, Kristen Dause, Katio Brogan, Livonla Ladywood;
Chrissy Harkless, Jumie Rome), Jennifer Smith, Weatland John Glenn; Abby
Ault. Saro Kloostermun, Frika Greene, Farmington Hills Harrison; Kim
Washnock, Amanda Porter, Jennifer Neale, Farmington; Laura Nelson, Lee
Nelson, Tricia Traczyk, Emily Opferman, North Farmington; Stephenio
Lousin, Jensica Rohr, Lauren Mackie, Kathlcen Ham, Redford St. Agath;
‘Tanigun Beumfield, Eliesha Charles, Redford Bishop Borgeea.
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They laughed, knowing her
husband of less than oneo year
sacrificed like overyone elae
affiliatod with the Engles' pro-

gram.

“That's really, really true,” ahe
said. “I think I cooked dinner
twice this sesson.”

As Thurston's junior varsity
conch the last cight yenrs, Riloy
felt most rewarded when watch-
ing somo of her former playora
become standouts on the varsity.

The Eagles won their first-
ever Class B regional before
bowing out of tho state tournn-
ment with n 4-15, 6-15 loss to
Marysville in the quarterfinal at
Mattawan High School neer
Knlomazoo. .

The Eagles, who have won the
1nst four diatrict titles, were
Mega Conforence White Division
champions and finished 39-10-4
overall,

Riloy’s JV tanms at Thurston
never had n losing record. Before
that, she coached at Pierce
Junior High Schoo! while attend-
ing clugses and playing volley-
ball at U-M Dearborn.

Riley cited team unity and the
cooperation of agaistant conches
Laura Kreas and Lyndn Ellul for
the Eagles’ success this year.

The Thurston players are
standouts in the classroom as
well, bonsting an accumulative
grade point average of 3.4. Five
of Riloy's seniors are graduating
with honors.

Livonia Ladywood joined
‘Thurston as Obscrverland’s
other quarterfinal qualifier,
reaching that far in the Cloas A
tournament before loaing to
eventual runner-up Temperance
Bedford.

Ladywood recorded one of the
more memorable comebncks of
the yoar, recovering from a 3-12
deficit in tho regional final
againat Plymouth Salem before
winning 16-14,

The Blazers and Rocks lead
the way with three players on
the All-Observer firat team.
Thurston has two, while the
remaining four spots are shared
by four schools.

Farmington Hills Mercy senior
hitter Jameaea Emerson joins
Salem's Shellye Sills and Livo-
nin Ladywood senior Erin
LeSage as ropent first-team
solections,

FIRST TEAM
Kristl DiBaslo, senior,
SBtovensont The team captain
was voted thoe Spartans’ best
offensiva player by her team.
mates after recording 268 kills
{n 762 attempts nnd o scrve per-
centage of 95, completing 340 o
358 deliveries.

She also waa offective on
defense, establishing a school-
recard mark of 80 percent in
serveo reception (338 out of 374).

“We relied heavily on her ns
far o8 hor abilitics,” Stevenson
coach Kelly Graham aaid. “She
was n very smart player who
knows where to put the ball,
That's what made her effective.”

Btacey Judd, senior, Lady-
wood: The four-year varsity
team member who carries a 4.0
grade point average was named
the Blazers' Most Valuable Play-
or. 8he had the Blazers' most
kills (374) and highest kill per-
centage (.274). She finished with
87 total blocks, 223 digs and 223
serve recoive passes with 66
serving aces,

*“Stacy impressed me the most
by how she made a big contribu-
tion to the regional champi.
onship in her weakost aren _
sorving, and during a match
where the taam was not serving
well,” coach Tom Teeters said,
*Btacey’s trademarks wero the

line shots from the right or
1aft side and her effortless pass-
ing style”

Nicole Vondracok, junior,
Ladywood: A varsity starter
since her freshman year, Von-
dracek made a smooth adjust-
ment from hittor to sctter this
scason, She finishod with 695
assiats in 1,953 attempts for an
average of 6.0 per gamo.

Vondracek hod 187 digs and
only 12 orrora with 115 good
norve rocoptions, She collected
61 aces, while also nccounting
for 48 kills in 145 nttempts (n
hitting porcentage of .414).

“Nicole put in n lot of hard
work and extrn time,” Teoters
said, “With Nicolo’s vorantility
she has been able to take primn-
ry pass position, middle back on
dofonae or tho outside hitting
positions. Nicole's atrength
comes comes from hor work ethie
in practice and the examplo she
seta.”

Erin LoSage, sonior, Lady-
wood: LcSage will be romem-
bered mostly for her superb
spin-curve serve, but that's just
a small part of what she has can-
tributed to the Ladywood pro-
gram the last four years on the
varaity.

She recorded more than 300
aces tho last two years, including
160 this scason, but she nlso had
262 kills, 239 assists, 86 totnl
blocks, 229 recoiving pnsscs and
102 digs a8 n aenior.

She hed a hitting percontage
of 210 while becoming a repeat
sclection on the All-Obscerver
firat team,

“Erin’s serving ndded stress to
our opponents’ serve reccive pat-
terna and gave our offense aome
easy scoring opportunitics,”
Teotera said. “Erin has also
added to many arens of nur
offense by atepping into a setting
role ns well ns attacking from all
threo front-row positions and
sometimes back row apiking. Her
contributions will be missed.”

Jamesea Emoerson, sonior,
Morcy: A throe-year varsity
starter, Emerson averaged 6.7
kills per match as a senior,
recording 402 out of 1,089
attempts.

She had 65 aces, converting 84
percent of her serves, and nlso
had 306 total servo receptions.

Emerson, who hnd 63 solo
stuff blocks and passed at 80
percont efficiencey, will attend
Middle Tennossce State on a
full-ride scholarship, She is a
repeat first-team sclection,

“Jamesea is an outstanding
hitter and all-around player,”
Merey coach Peggy Spengler
said, “Her focus sets the pace for
the team. She has been our No. 1
hitter for two consecutivo sen-
sons and a driving force on.
Merey vorsity volleyball for
three ycars, We will miss her
power and fun, but pray that
succean and good health will stay
with her in the future.”

Heather Wohlfeil, sentor,
Thurston: Wohlfeil, who didn't
start playing volleyball until her
sophomore year, certainly made
up for loat timo. Wohlfeil, a sce-
ond-team All Observer choice in
basketball, was the Eagles’ co-
Most Valunble Player after fin-
ishing with a team-high 271
kills, 34 in the state tournament,
and 216 target-nren digs (ot 46

percent).

Of Wohlfeil's kills, B4 camo on
blocks. The Youngstown State
University-bound Wahlfeil also
had 61 aces.

“Heather's commitment and
her natural athletic ability has
led her to be onc of the most
intimidating hittera in our aren,”
coach Cindy Riley said. “Sho is
nlso an effective defensive play-
or. Youngatown State is very
Jucky."

Brandy Malewski, junior,
Thurston: Malewski was tho
Eaglos’ top all-around player
who beeame especinlly efficient
in the post-scason.

She was second on the Eagles
with 268 kills, including a team-
high 43 in five atate playoff
matches. She finished with 203
target-nrea digs and added 76
sorvice aces, which also wora 8
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“Brandy is one of the most
well-rounded volleyball players
thot Thurston has ever had,”
Riley snid. “She is an excellont
gerver, setter and attacker and
her defenso s top-notch. Best of

. all, sho'll be back next scoson.”

Theroaa Arciero, senior,
Churchill: The two-year acholnr
athlcte led the Chargers with n
serve percentage of 96.6 and 68
aces. Sho hod n pusaing percent-
age of 82.4, which was second on
the team, and only 24 errors in
36 attempts. She finished with
106 kitla, with 456 good attncks
out of 504 attemptr, and 306
diga.

“Therean was both the cntn.
lyst and the glue which helped
Churchill to its 28-12 seanon,”
Churchill coach Mike Hughon
said. “She was our beat all-
around player and unquestioned
lender. Theresa's work ethic and
competitive naturo cpitomizod
Churchill volloyball.”

Amboer Wells, senjor, Can.
ton: Wells kept busy, recording
318 nasists in 1,366 attempts.
She also led the Chiefs witlr 269
digs and found time to con-
tributed 120 kills with 73 acea.

“Amber ia the ‘prototype’ of
sottors,” Canton coach Stove
Anderson said. “She not only haa
ail the skills with the offensive
part of the gnme, but sha also
has defense nnd sorving down to
a scionce. She will bo a very
strong player as a freshman.”

Kim B8heldon; senior,
Salems Sheldon helpod the
Rocka to another Class A district
championship nnd regionnl final,
leading the way with 291 digs.
She had 97 aces, including a

toam high, while
ausista,

* Malewski serve recoived ot 44
percent in the target area,

Borve p ga of 94, and fin-
ished with 148 kille,

She carrica a 3.76 GPA.

“As one of the captains, Kim

Knrlssa Socla

Kim Sheldon
Salem

worked hurd keeping thia team
together and focuned,” Salem
conch Allie Suffety anid. “She
commited hersclf to Salom vol-
teybull to be an example of what
we are all nbeut, She ia o teent .
player. Kim has beon one of my
favorite young people to know
and wark with.”

Shellyo Silln, sonlor, Snlem:
The four-yenr lotterwinner
tenves Snlem with recordn for
kills in n carcer (1,312) and sen-
won (507 in 1995-88) and blocks
for a cnreer (821) nnd scason
(217 in 84-956}, She {s a repent
selection on the firat tonm after
gaining third team honors as a
suphemore.

The Univernity of Toleda:
baund Sills nlsa contributed 200
blocks, 233 dign and a 92 serving
percontnge with 82 ncos. Heor
sorve recoption waa 85.2 percent.

“Shellye is one of the hardest
working nthletes [ hava cver
worked with,” Suffoty said. “Her
hard wark and dedication havo
been an examplo for nll of her
tenmmotes and indicativo of nll
her nccalnden, ineluding a college
acholnrship.

Karisan Socla, sonlor,
Salem: Socin becama n force ot
the net for the Rocks, recording
352 kills. She had 171 dige and »
serve percontage of 04.1 with 47
faces.

The 3,05 GPA atudent in n
three-yonr lottorwinner whose
ptience pnid off bofore getting n
chanee to shine as a sonior.

“Karisnn {8 o true-proggam
player, ahe waited four yoard to
bo n contributor,” Suffaty sald.
“She got her chance, took advan:
tago of it by being a startar and
an offenaivo throot as an outaide
hitter who contd go down lino as
well an cross-court.®

Tigers Opening Day
T8, APl 008, 116 B vs. Sea.




