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Pals at the
pod: Carol
George, Sor-
rows volun-
teer and
parent,
helps Steve
‘Gasso and
other third-
graders at
the comput-
er pod. Oth-
ers students

(with ear
mufp) and
Megan
Ryan.

Soreen tast: Sorrows students Josh Rychlinski (scat-
ed) and Danny Crawford check out a program on
their achool's new computer system,

HTAYF Promos By Sitakod Lesii

Lady of Sorrows
reboots library
with computers

he Parent-Teachor Guild

at Our Lady of Sorrows

Middle School fnally feels
the hyto afler twa yuars of fund
raising.

The school's library is
$60,000 richer with computer
squipment bocauso of tho
guild's efiurts. Our Lady of Sor-
raws Middle School hosted nn
open house March 18 to show
off tho library's new hardware
and software. '

Students are able to use four
CD ROM warkstations, print-
ure, 8 digita) camern and a
seanner in the library. With the
new equipment, the library is
nlso automating ite card cata-
Ingue, hoak circulation and in-

ventory.
A modom and phono line will

Highmeadow lottery:

upsets parents over

few school openings

BY LARRY O\CONNOR
STArY WRITER
Spring is here: Parents shutout

for openings in the annual High-
meadow Common Campus lottery

a long time,” said Don Cowan, di-
rector of Kindergarten through
12 Instruction. “My feeling *
is it's a difficult one to deal with
bucause there is a good argument

.

srareranivmaacal o Lo

are questioning the process. on both sides.” -
This year's protests are more An usually high number of in-
vociferous and vocal than sl coming siblings this yoar has
That's because a sibling priority  brought the policy to the forefrontay
policy had 45 of the 80 i at Highmeadow Pri 1 Bnrbnru"g
the Furmington District’s school of ~ Reams said. 3 PR
choico already going to brothers About kml!'uf&l@ummbw'n 308
and visters of current students.  student population is in third or
That left only five openings for 148 fourth Purents often have &nl— .
applicants in the lottery March 13, drea two or throo years apart, which *
“Three residents complained at  raight explain the increase, she said. -
a Bourd of Education study scs- “We have very fow parents wha

wion March 5. Hills resident Sun
lyor continued his case at the
baard's regular meeting March 26.
“Fundamentally, it doean't make
it right whether 100 poopls aru for
it,” Iyer said. “It is a discriminutory
practics Idan't fuel it is right”
Giving preference to uiblings to fill
openingy haa heen debated batcro.
Sitling priority policy was np-
praved in 1988 for Highmeadow
Comman Campus and Gill Year-
Round School. Complaints have
came mosatly from thass who want
to enrull in Highmeadow, though,
Highmeadow Common Campus
offers alternative clementary edu-
cation for grades 1.6, The school,
selocted for National Exemplary
atatus in 1994, continually leads
the (.list’ricl in performance on

he led so can ac-
coss library matorials from
home.

Along with a techanlogical
averhaul, the library received
new carpating and a coat uf
paint.

The upgrade was planned by
the scheol’s Technology Com-
mittus, which included schaal
adminiatrators, faculty, and
mombors of the school board
and teachor-parent guild.

In the future, tho scheol will
laok into developing netwark
capabilities fur the computor
inb, library, closarooms, school
office and parish office.

The idea bohind the sibling pri-
arity statute is to keep familics to-
gother instead of having children
apread out around tho district.
Thut's purticuiarly o concern fur
fumilies where buth parenta work.

Oppanents have called it elitist
and said the policy ercates a private
echool paid for by public tax dellars.

The hoard upheld the sibling
policy after u heated discussion
two years ngo. Then, a large
wurnout of Highmeadow parents
and former principal Janice Colli-
ton spoke in fuver of keeping it.

“The sibling priorily is some-
hing that has been in question for

wouldn’t accept that spot,” Reams

said.

A similar situation occurred in
1991 when an influx of siblings lefl
anly seven openings, Cowan said.

Board trustees said they intend
to lock at the palicy in thu future.
For now it stands.

Tyer wanted specifics at tho board
mueeting, but fult he dida't getany.

“You'ro asking tho samo ques-
tions,” Board President Joe Svoke
said during the meoting. “At this
point rnd Lime we have a policy in
placo for the 1996 school year.”

Tyer asked Svoke if he thought
it was fuir. Svoke dida't answer
the question divectly.

Tyer said ho and another parent
ure considering posing that same
question before a judge. He and
the parent want to got namea uf
these who applied for the lotiery
for o possible class uction suit.

Tyer's son is envolled at Montes-

sari school. Ho pays $7,000 n year
in Luition, us wehl as school proper-
ty taxos.
Asked if he'd still be ne vocal
ugninat the palicy if his son were
picked, Iyer said he would. He also
fus a 112 year old.

*1 would atill want them to
open it up sa othors — like my son
- have an equal chance,” Iyer
snid. *If you're asking if [ were
lucky and my son received o spot
tirough tho lottery, would T atill
have this discontent? I would.”

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Last one in'sa ...

Dig out the bhathing wuits and
var plugs the swimming poal nt
Oukland Community Colluge's
Orchard Ridge Campus in
Farmingtor Hills is open again.

Ropnirs an Olympic-size pool
at OCC-Orchard Ridgo, south of
1.606 hetween Orchard Lake
and Farmington roads, have
heen completed. Thoe paol
pabsed inapection by tha Oak-
lapd County Health Dopart-
ment March 15, and swim
clanses and community open
swimming have resumed,

The process of reatoring the
17-yonr-old poal lnsted aix
months nnd cost nearly
£103,000. Improvements includ-
cd inatallation of n naw liner,
rpplacement of the drninage
system and now deck Nooring.

v Beginning with the spring s-

nester, aquatic clnnsen such ns
doop wator running, skin and
seuba diving and kayaking will
lia offored. Open swimming will
tie availoble to the public for n
nominal membership {ee.

For moro informution on the
OCC peal, enll 471-7698. For in-
formation on apring semantor
credit classes. call 471-7634,

Something to sing about

Firat rato! That's what the
judges said about Farmington
High Scheal's concer! chair,
which participated in tho recent
Michigan 8chonl Vacol Music
Associntion Chuir Festival at
Howall High Schoeal.

Farmington's cheir, directed
by Evelyn Schualte, wau given
first-division rating allowing tho
group to mave on to stuta-lovel
competition in Jacksan in carly

Y,

“I'm proud, the principal’s
proud, the entire school's proud of
these kids,” sald Schuatte.

- The cholr was judged on per-
formances of two a capella picces
(“And So It Goes" by Chilcott and
tha required 16th Century Madri-
gal “How Merrily We Live,” hy
Moors), an well as jt's sight-
singing skills,

“Bight-singing? That's when
thoy put music in front of you
and you have to sing it for the
first time,” Schuoctte said. “It's
yery difficult.”

for the Athena Award given
annually to an individual
mun or winnsn — who has;

W Achieved oxcellonce in hisMher

businoss or profession.

W Sorved the community in o

meaningful way.
A

isted women in hi

thoir suggeations that saved tha
state $109,736.

Reiglo, n Michignn Oppartu-
nity Skills Training (MOST)
waorker with the Dopartment of
Socinl Sorvicus, roceived $465
for her idea for nutomation of

their full potential.

“The award s built around
promoting women in buninoss,”
snid Marin Esposito of tho
Chamber of Commerco.

Dondline for nominations is
Mny 3. Nomination forms may
ha ubtained at the Chamber of
Commeree office, 33000 Thomus
8t., Farmington, or by calling
474-3440. The award will be
presonted at o lunchean in Mny.

The Chamher of Commerce
and Bob Snks Oldsmaobile co-
spopsor the evont.

In days of old

Qooff Noerauf, wha reo-onncts
18th Century ovents, will apenk
an Indinn ube of indigenous
plunts oa fond sources, madicing
nnd Lools ut o meoting of the
Farminglon Aros Naturalisls at
7:90 p.m. Tuesday, April 9, in
the Spicer House in Horltnge
Park, Farmington Read
hetweon 10 Mile and 11 Mils
ronds. ‘I'he event is open Lo the
public.

Mom-Tot program

Mayfair Co-Op Praschoal in
Farmington Hills is accapting
applientions for its Mom-tot pro-
gram for the 1606-87 school
year.

Clogses are held 12:30-2 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays for
children uges 21 months to 3
years, For moru information or
to register, call 626-2760,

Meet the Democrat

A politicn) fund-raiser will be
held for Swphen Dibert, a
Demaocrot running for state rap-
resentative in the 37th District
that includes Farmington and
Farmington Hills, at 7 p.m,
Tucsday, April 18, ot Alfoceino's
restaurant ot Grand River and
tInggerty. Cost in $35 per por-

- won, For more information, call

3156-9698,

Money saved —

and earned
ADK Athenas out there?  Gay Relgle of Farmington
T hie Chamber of Commerce of  Hills was among 19 B‘znu nl;
dichl, ) rececive

Farmington and Farmi
Hills is i I

ition and cash awards for

the nec system.

Cash awards are determined
on the basis of 10 percent of the
state's not first-yoar savings, up
to o maximum of $5,000, Since
the programe’s incoption, mare
than 2,000 smplayos suggos-
tions have heen implemented.

Ahout public transit
Richard Kaufman, genoral
manager of SMART, the subur-
ban bus line, and a former
Wayne County Circuit Court
Judye, will speak on public
transportation at o
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commeres jun-
chenn at 11:30 a.m. Friday,
April 18, at tha Holiday Inn of
Farmington Hills, 10 Mile and
Grand River, For reservations
or maro information, call the
chamber ot 474-3440.

Attention, area seniors

Jayco Hunt, director of nccens
and henefit sorvices for the
Aron Agency an Aging, will
apeak on *Aging and Intimacy”
at the Westorn Onkland Senjor
8nlute @ a.m. ta 2 pm.
Saturdny, April 20, at the
Costick Activitios Conter, 26600
W, 11 Mils Road betweon
Middlebclt and Inkster ronds,
Farmington Jills.

A variuty of danco and musi-
cal acts, all comprised of senivr
citizens, will perform,

“Qur scnior adyisory council
haa arranged cloggors, line
dancers, and organist ond aven

.6 gentleman in his 808 loading o
gutbucket band,” said State
Rep. Jan Dolan, R-Farmington
Hills, who is co-sponsoring the
ovent. “I'm anticipating a lot of
fun.”

Also offered will be food, o
consumer foir and several
apenkers,

Itema for Farmingion Facus
may be mailed to the Farming-
ton Observer, 33411 Grand Riv-
er, Farmington 48336; faxed to
477-8722; or dropped off at the
newspaper office. For the com-
puter literate, the Internat E-
mail address is: packy
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A SPECIAL QIFT WITH PURCHASE FOR

HER SPECIAL DAY

-
Petals, Sylvia Whyta

8 W. MAPLE RDO. » SIRMINGHAM

PHONE: 844-8900 ¢« FAX: 8456-80687

drass from our collactions by Jan Briggs, Patals,
and morae. With your purchase, your littis one wili
receive a white patent, box handhag and a pair of lace glovaes as a gift.

Jacobson's

MONDAY, TUEBDAY, WEDNESDAY. AND BATURDAY, 8:30 AM TO 8 PM
THURGDAY AND FRIDAY, 9:30 AM TO 8 PM, SUNDAY, NOON TO 6 PM.
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