Buick Regal
comes
equipped
for fun

By Anne Fraeassn
Avanti Newskeutures

The 1896 Buick Rega! is o
true traditional vehicle in the
Huick lincup. It's constantly
updnted to reflect its contem-
porary look, but Regal, essen-
tinlly, resmnins the sume -- 3
trivd und trae mid-size cor,

Driven was  Lhe
Custom sedun, bot it'
abile in fots of choicen, inchul-
ing the Custom coupe, Girun
Sport coupe anid sedun nnd
Limited m»dun Buivk calls th
alb its "premivne mid-
- And with nll the bells and

¢

whistles, it certainly is.

Last yenr, the itegal cap-
tured first prize when it came
the

Lo Power  und
al quality study
ed it hnd the fewest
reported problems.
Anything it shows up on the
Power reports sheservaes men-
lmniu,'

€ 1),

Reyal is o lb Imnu pnv.(-r 3100
V6 that provides o smooth,
quiet and efficient ride. [
EPA rating is 20 npg
city, 24 o the highway., T
is juined with an clectronic:
controlled 4- 1 automatic
transmission that's standard,
Also standard are o 4-wheel

ally
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endent suspension, 4-
s anti-lock brakes and
dual air bhags.

But the list doesn’t end
there: Cruike control, power
windows, power mirrors, auto-
matic power door Jocks and an
AM/FM casselte sterco were
added this year to the stundird
equipment list.

The lln;,.n[ s optionn) engine
Galthough it's standard on the
Limited and Gran Sport} is the
$.8-Fiter V6 that's rated at 205
horsepower. This is a 36-horse-
power improvemuent over last
year's 170-horsepower 3.8-liter.

« 12 3
’Il\m is Buick's newest genern-

ngines and bonsts
un all-new cast-iron block
that's been reduced in size and
weight and is s1ill as quict as o
kitten.
As with 1 lat of GM cirs this
year, the Regal in equipped
with an advanced on-board
diognostic system that alerts
you Lo any problems in the
power train or any other sys-
tems that affeet ciissions.

Also under the buod you'll
find you won't have to change
your conlunt until your Regal is
Oy old or reaches 100,000
nnI There are also pltinum-
tipped spurk plugs thut don't
have to be changed until you
ch 106,000 miles ns well as
1-for-life trupsmission

fil
fuid.

You waouldn't believe the
roum in tLis car -- and the
trunk doesn't suffer, either.
There's umple cargo space back
there for anyone who needs to
stull three or four bags of clubs
in there.

There's u 5546 split scat up
front. Bocket seats are an

oLy
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uptmn in cither
teather. The buckets are more
comfortabie, holding you in
place o litde better.

On the instrument punel
you'll find unulog guuge
including o tnchometer ana
temperature rendings. Knobs
for the sterco and clinte con-
trobs are lurger than lost year
and are backlit for casier iden-
tification in the durk.

Also stundard this year i
the PASSkey theft-deterrent
system. Nothing is more conve-
nient than having a small key
fob that controls the locking
and unlocking system of o
¢ Jtcon be operated from
nl)uul 10 feet awoy and pro-
vides 1 sense of security thot is
unmatched when it comes to
fumbling for keys o get in your
cur or trunk at night.

Another plus with the
PASSkey system is thut there's
n tiny u)(h.d peltet imbedded in
the key. When inserted in the
ignition, the Regal reads that
pellet’s code, If it isn't the right
code, the cur won't start. It's an
ndded security thut's

<

worth its welght in steel.

And Rogal has o fogtures
like (luluyul lighting, which
you would normally enly find
in the more expensive luxury
madals. The interior lights stay
an for about 26 sceonds nfter
tho door is closed. The lights
turn off -- gradually fading -~
s soon s tho key is inserted
into the ignilien.

The stondard equipment list
is long and includes power
steering, o tilt steering wheel,
Dynaride suspension, air con-
ditioning, cruise control, a renr
window defoggor, automatic
power door locks, tinted solar
ray glaws ali around, power
outwide mirrors, an AM/EM
cassette sterco, front-seat
recliners, o remote trunk
redease and power windows
with express down,

The Regal tested hod shout
$3,000 in extras, which
pumnud up the $19,740 bose
arice.

The Regal has o lot of Buick
trudition huilt in it and con he
a resl plus when talking about
comfort und convenience. 1t's
warth o ook il you need o no-
nonsense car with a lot of
spunk.

Anne Fracassa is senior editor
of Avanti NewsFestures,

1996 Buick Regal Custom
sedan

Vehicle class: Mid-size.

Power: 160-horsepower 3100
Vé

Miiuuuu: 19 city 7 30 highway.

]

Where built: Oshawa, Ontarlo,
unnda.

As tested: $23,137.

Car Thett Rate Declines

As Becurity Gets Tighter

(NU) - The theft of automabiles
in the United £2tes has declined for
three consecutive years. Palice say
that a wignificant part of the decline
in thefta cin be directly attributed
10 a stendy increade in car ownor
awareness about how thieves work
and the security systema that moy
foil them. There in un indication,
hawever, that the trend may bo
shifting bock townrd more thefls.
Audiovox Corporation is marketing
the lotent in security devices which
uee intelligence technology ond
suteblite cummunicutions to moke
properly protected vehicles hurder
{0 steod In the first place, and mere
L}uy 1o find if they ere stolen. (News

8A

Facing Carjacking Threat,
Best Advice: 'Walk Away'

{NU) - Curjucking is o terrifying
crime that moy provoke dunmruun
behavior feom the intended victim in
yrder to protect their vehicle, The
best renponse for the victim of a car-
jucking is to say, by word snd duul
“Tuke it, | won't try te stop you.”
Then, get awoy frum the vehicle os
fur nnd ox fust as you can. A new
security device called The Posse, by
Audiovex Corporation, uses satellite
tracking geor W pinpoint your vehi-
cle after it has been high jacked. The
Posse will give you the covrage o
walk awuy. For information shout
The Posse and vbout corjucking and
wther vehicle security probems, call
1-800-645-7700. (News USA)

if you'd like to see a particular model tested or if you
have a car question, send Anne Fracassa a message
at AVANT! 1054, Avanti's America Online maiibnx...
Or comment through the Internet al
AVANTI1054 @aol.com
Anne Fracassa is senior efitor of Avanli News Features.
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14949 Sholdon Road
(Just North of M-14, Jefiries Fwy.)
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