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Kevorkian’s 2nd trial not just repeat performance

BY PaT Muneiy
S WRILER

Ameng the interested parties
watching as the trigl of Dr. Jack
Kevorkion unfolds this week in
Ouklund Cireuit Court will be the
Birmingham-based  Michigan
Chiristiun Coalition.

“We'te watching to see if the
triul iy just and honest,” said ex-
veutive  director  Glenn Claek,
whose organizatien claims
200,000 b ide. “In

not bs rsked and ot least ono had
to be modified.

“Once again the offerings of
(dofense attornuy Geoffrey N.)
Fieger must be thrown in the
trash can,” said Lawrence Kozma,
chief of legal operations. Prospece
tive jurors will not bo asked qu
tivns that violate thelr constitu- «
tiona! right to privacy, he said.

‘The Chriatian coalition charac-
tcrized:a & of thoss questions ns

the last teial (concluding Murch
4), tho judge (Jessica R. Cooper)
was clearly biased egeinst the
prusecution, aned the jury follawed
her lead.”

Jury selection was scheduled to
begin todny — burring any last
minute appeols vr setbocks — bo-
fure Juddge Duvid F, Breek.

The uffice of OQukiund County
Prosecutor  Richurd  Thotnpaon
claimed victory lote Friday after-
noun whea the Michigan Court of
Appeals ruled that some of the
questions  attorneys wanted  to
pgse to pruspective jurors could

and bigoted against
people of faith.”

Kevorkian is charged in the
deathe of Sherry A. Miller, 43, of
Roseville, and Marjorie Wantz,
58, of Scdus near Benton Harbor.
Miller had Multiple sclerosis and
Wantz suffered from intractable
pain.

Both women left notes or video-
tupes claiming they wanted to die
because of unending pain thet
made life unbearable and not
worth lving.

Kevarkian, 67, who uow lives in
West Bloomfield, is charged un-
der  Michigan's aw

which carries a maximum penalty
of five yoars in prison, a $10,000
fine or both upon conviction.

In rulings last week, judge
Breck sald the prosecution need-
ed to prove that Kevorkian pro-
vided the means for Miller and
Wantz to commit ouicide and that
he he knew the women intended
to end their Hves.

That ruling may appear to
make it casier for the prosecution
this time, said Lawrence Dubin, a
professor at tho University of De-
troit-Mercy School of Law. “But
that's still a considerablo bur-
den,” ho said.

The difference botween com-
mon law und statutory law, Dubin
said, is that ene evolves through
the courts while the other is
spelled out in etate laws, “Com-
mon law develops with court rul-
ings,” he said. “Statuatory law
comen from the Legislature.”

While the prosecution has ita
job cut out, so does the defense,
sald Dubin, a resident of Bir-

ham. “The defense will like-

ly try to show the law as vague,”
and to some extent, ill advised.

One phenomenon that both
sides are watching for, he said, is
*“jury nullification,” the concept
that jurors will decide the caso on
what they think the law should bo
inatcad of what it is.

The judge will Instruct jurors
that they must decide the case on
the facts as prescnted in court
and on the'law as he explalns it,
sald Dubin,

Both sides are aware that jurors
— despite claims to the contrary
— may factor into their, decision
making process privato thoughts
about the law being just or not.

Both sides are also aware of
polls showing that a majority of
people questioned favor some
form of assisted sulcide and want
the Legislature to eatablish some
guidelines.

A study published last week in
the Journal of the American Med-
ical Association Indicated one in
four patients who seck help from
their doctors to commit suicide

reccive prescriptions for medica-
tion to kill them.

This' trial on assisted sulcldo
could invalve killiug of a difterent
kind, accerding to observers, in-
cluding defense attorney Fieger.

For almost six years, Fieger has
contended that Thompson is per-
secuting his client because of his
personal religious beliefs rother
than any objective npplication of
the law.

Prosecuting Kevorkian is a
matter of malicious and selective
prosecution, Fieger sald aftor his
client was acquitted last menth.
“And it's a colossal waste of tax-
payer's money” that is sure to ir-
ritate voters, he said.

Fridoy Fieger was more specific.
“This trinl will be the end of
‘Thompson's carcer,” he said. VIt
will be the final nail in his politi-
cal coffin.”

While that view is not univer-
sally held, at least one knowledge-
able person sces a core of truth in
Ficger's pssessment. That's Oak-
land County Executive L. Brooks

Patterson, who was county pro-
secutor for almost 15 years, with
Thompson as his chief assistant
for meny of them.

When Kevorkian was acquitted
in March, Pattetson said he be-
lieved the prosecutor should not
go ahcad with this trial on the
common law. “I'd advise bim
{Thompson) to just discontinue
the prosecution and announce
that ho's waiting for the Legisla-

ture to enact somo Jaws or guide- ;

lines,” he said last weok.

“1 gtill have tho greatest faith
in Richard Thompson,” said the
executlve. “But 1 think this deci-
sion will haunt him politically.”

Thompson scemed very much
aware of that possibility when he
addressed a God and Country
Rally sponsored by the Christian
Coalition in Clawson on March

<

16. .
He took an oath to enforce the

law as it is written, Thompson

told a supportive audience. “If it -

casts me my job as prosecutor, so
beit,” he soid.

History of rustic lakeshore cabins doesn’t deter group use

BY PAT Muneny
S1vm WKL

“Thiy rustic cabiin in which Mar-
jutie Wantz and Sherry A, Miller
died is still a popular attraction
in the Buld Muuntain Recreation
Aren near Rocliester Hilly,

On the weckend before thoe trial
of Dr. Jack Kovorkian was to be-
gin in Oakland Circuit Court, a
scaut treop from West Bloomfield
was scheduled to spend the week-
end in the cabin whero the two
women died. A troop from Detroit
was to occupy a companion cabin,

nearly identical, a short distance
away.

Bath are within about 100 feet
of small, but scenic Tamarack
Loke. it was the rustic setting
that prompted Wantz and Miller
to chose this location as the site
at which they would becomo the

Bloodmobiles make these stops

Listed below ars bloodmobiles
in the area fur the month of April:

Rochester — April 1: Congregn-
tivnul Churel, Fellowship Hall,
2 %

‘Birminghum
Bulidwin Public Library, Ratary
Routn, 12:80-6:30 pan., (810) 647-
17,

"Feuy — April 13 St. Elizabeth
Aun Seton Catholic  Church,
church hall, 39 pan., (810) 879-

(R

Tray — April 1@ Beaumont
Haspital, Conference  Rooms
F.GH, 8390 am-4 pam., (810}

B28-5872.

Troy -— Apeil 2 7330 . - 1:30
pan., 44201 Dequirdre - confer-
ence toom F,GLH, 0810) 828.5049.

Auburn Hills — April 3: Avon.
dale Schaal District High School,
B Waukegan, gym, 8 am. - 8
pan., (810} 852-2850,

Farmington Hilla — April 4:
Burns & Wilcox Limited, Train-
ing Room lower, ¥ am-3 pam,
{81 $32-8000.

Troy April 8 Lutheran
Church of the Master, Luther
Hall, 2-8 p.m., (810) 879-5575.

Rochester — April 8: Oakland
University, Gold Rooms, 9 a.m.-8
p.m., (810) 370-2020.

Auburn Hills — April 9: 8 aan,
- 2 pm., (810) 340-0600 Ext.131.

Southfield — April 8 Art
Moran-Pantiae GMC showroom,
10 a.m.-4 p.m., (810) 353.9574.

Southficld - April 10: Law-
rence Technological University,
Cafeteria Buell, 9:30 a.m.-9:30
p.m., (810) 398-2079.

Southfield — April 12 Fin-
silver/Friedmon Mgt. Corp./Wen-
dy's, conference rooms, 8 a.m.-3
p.m., (810) 353-0783.

Southficdd — April 12: Great.
Iake Rehab Hospital, Community
Roum, 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., {810)
4231458,

Troy — April 15 Reorganized
Church of Jesus Clirist of Latter
Day Saints, Multi-Purpose
Room, 2-8 p.m., (810) 524-1996.

Southficld — April 18: Allstate
Insurance Company, Suite 121, 10
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wm.-4 pm., (810) 351-7063.

Lake Orion — April 18: Lake
Orion High School, stage area,
745 a.m.-1:45 pm., (B10) 693.

Farmington — April 21: Our
Lady of Sorrows Cathalic Church,
om, 8:30 am.-2:30 p.m., (Bl10)
553-2300.

Farmington Hills — April 21:
St. Fabian’s Catholic Church,
gm, -:30 am.-1:30 pm., (810}
489-8055.

Farmington Hills — April 22
Orchard  United Methodist
Church, Fellowship Hall, 2.8
pam., (B10) 626-2445.

Southfield -~ April 22: High-
Tand Park Buptist Chuch, Fellow-
ship Hall, 1:30-7:30 p.m., (810}
£49-0241,

Farmington Hilla — April 24:
Mercy High Schaol, lobiby of audi-

second and third persons tc take
their own lives with ausistance
from Kevorkian.

Miller, 43, and Wantz, 58, died
together on Oct. 23, 1991, in one
of the Lwo cabins that arc routine-
1y rented out.

Shortly after they died, groups

in April

torium, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., (810)
476-8020,

West Bloomfietd — April 26:
Ealy Elementary, gym, 2.8 p.m.,
(810) §39-2300.

Farmington Hills — April 27:
Antioch Lutheran Church, Fel-
lowship Hall, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., (810)
626-4148.

Rochester — April 27: Abiding
Presence Lutheran Church, closs-
n:,(:mn, 8 am.-2 p.m, (810) 375-
010,

specifically asked about the death
cabin, said Willinm T, Stark, unit
manages for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
{DNR) that controls the 4.637-
nere recreation area.

Stark has been the manager
since about 1978 and was in
charge of the area when Miller
and Wantz died. He hos been
subpoenoed a8 a possible prose.
cution witness and saoid he is on
standby to testify when the trisl
gets under way after jury selection
i completed before Judge David
F. Breck.

Stark said he couldn't talk
about his possible testimony —
if, in fact, he was asked. He was
willing to discuss the recreation
aren, including the cabin in which
the assisted suicides took place,

Immediately after the fall of
1991, some groups usked about
the deaths and the specific cabin
in which they occurred, Stark
saic. “Same groups didn’t want

the (death) cabin,” he aaid.
*Other groups didn’t caze.”

Such inquiries have dropped off
since then, Stark said. *But peo-
ple still know thia is the place
where the two women died.”

ted

The cabins are obout 24 feet

wide and 36 feet long. Void of
electricity and indoor plumbing,
they sleep 20 offering a perfuct
setting for communing with na.
ture.

The two cvabins were built in
the 19508, But one — the one in
which Miller and Wantz died —
was rebuilt about 1978 after a fire.

Another DNR mannger, Robert
C. Remer, said he's aware thot
campers often tell ghost stories ar
repent unverified legends about,
for example, “big foot” or the
“Milford panther.”

Do any of those stories invalve
Millet or Wantz?

*I don't know,” soid Remer
“But scary stories are certainly
part of camp.”

Knights of C bus — April
28: 3400 Adams, 8 a.m. - 2 pm,,
(810) 696-3050.

Clorkston — April 22; St Dan-
ie] Cutholic Church, Sacial Hall, 8
a.m.-2 p.m.

Walled Lake — April 28: St.
Williams Cathulic Church, Parish
Building, 8:30 o.m.-2:30 pam.,
(810 6241421,

OAKLAND PSYCHOLOGICAL CLINIC, P.C.

A Comprehensive Menlat Health & Substance Abuse Clinic

- per pesson Bloomfekd il 2t e Mitord
I — (310} 335-6670 810) 394-1010 810) 6934435 1810) 6846400
il) il Grand Blane Lnonia Southleld

(B10) 7120360 (8501 695-008% {15108 (4101 559-5558

Licensed & Accredited ¢ Reasonalite Fees * Most Insurances Accepted
AANY LOTATIONS $0 STRVE lﬂ.\l

ALLERG

ASTHMA PATIENTS

RESEARCH STUDY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL JULIE AT
{810)473-6400 OR 1.800-326-5959

Y & ASTHMA
CENTER OF MICHIGAN

) CEKTINED - ADULT AND FTIHATRE. ALLERGY & IMMUNOLOGY
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875%-10.25% APR &

*Tha dircountad Introductory varible rate of 6.35% |
Percentage Rates i effect 21 of March 11994 wars
act 10 change mont
2har the first year. Thare sce no othar coits £ 0pen your aceaunt Plasse consult your tax 3
S——

s based on The Wl Suvsfouncd prime rca ol 200% good through December 31,1596, Ar that. the regulatrates vell opt.for exurpl.ihe Annual
8.75% for lines of credit of $50,000 to §250.000,9.35% fos lines of $45.000 10 $49.999, and 10.15% for Ines of $5.000 ta $24.399. The APRs are vanable, @
and based on The Wol Street prima rate plut the applicable margin. Miximum APR is 18X, Ofler limited to new aqcounts and lin increases of $5.000 or mory. $40 danl fee

Our 6.25% APR Home Equity Line helps you

find money in your home.

Equi:Money® can help you make major home improvements or fund
just about any expense, including trips, a car, or debt consolidation. And
there’s not a better time to get it because right now Michigan Nationa!
Bank is offering a low introductory rate, currently just 6.25%. That’s
a full 2% below the prime lending rate! Plus, the interest you do pay is
usually tax deductible’ But you must apply by May 31, 1996. So dive
into the possibilities of Equi:Money today.
For information or to apply by phone, call

1-800-CALL-MNB

v
dvisor reqarding tax deductixlty. Property Insurance  Pequired. Apgiicationt must be recened by May )1, 1996
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National
Bank
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