The Observer/MONDAY, APRIL 1, 1986

BITA

Lucai from page 1A

W th tears welling in his oyes,
the popular athlote's father
_seomned atill 1n disbelief as he
watched a TV report on the
vvonts that led to hin son's death.
Then he eaid, "He's not coming
b!ck."
“Lou's" surviving famlly hod a
hard time J ding  w

‘The former Clarencovillo ¢uar-
terback {he once threw throe
touchdowna in ene game) not only
attonded school and work, but
#till managed to attend St. Poul's
Catholic Church in Warren every
Sunday, along with his family.

On‘ ‘Thuradny, some family

such a bright atar was stolen I’mri
shem. His aister Glns, 14, remom-
bered how ho bragged to her in a
good natured way about his ec-
complishmonts and what he
owned. And for the son of Alban-
jan [mmigrants, it wen impres-
slve,
* Lou Lucaj had been a high
kehool athlete and werlous stu-
dent. Ho worked six days a week
at hin unclo’s restaurant and went
to nchool at Henry Ford Commu-
nity College in Dearborn where he
would have graduated with an as-
aocinte's degree in criminal jus-
tice.

“He wanted to become a polico
officer, maybo in Farmi

had ted the ar-
ralgnment of Lucaj's accused
killers at 36th Dlstrict Court in
Detrolt.

Robert Waucaush, 22, and
Dominic Garcia, 18, alleged mum-
bers of tho Detroit gang Cash
Flow Pusae, wero formally charged
beforo Magistrate Kerry Leon
Jackson on fiest-degree wmurder,
easouit with intent to commit
mueder and folony fircarma
charges. 1f convicted, the men
could face lifo sentonces.

The suspects are belng held
without hond in the Wayne Coun-
ty Juil. Their preliminary exami-
notion in scheduled for April 9,

The family watched ax gang
bers and family bors of

caf'n family to beliove that he
would provoke anyone or that
shooting someone is evor an ap-
propriate response.

“They {family mombers of the
accused) said my brother {Tony)
was flashing gang eigns in the
court,” said Glno Lucaj. “He

doesn't know anything about
gangs.”

In fact, Detroit police have
theorized that the murder was the
roault of Canh Flow Posse mem-
Lers mistaking Lucaj and the
threo frionds he'd known since ho
was 0 as being fmfn l.rivql gang.

Klenke from page 1A

The four men had pulled over
on tholr way to Windsor noar the
Ambasmador Brlige on Bagley
March 22 when a van, allegedly
drivon by Garcia, backed up to
thelr Geo Tracker. The van fol-
towed the Tracker and shots were
fired including the one that hit

Lucaj in the back of tha hoad kill-
ing him.

*Ho was a very hard worker,”
said his mather Dicla. “He was
acrioun about hia job and school.
Ho had only been {to Windsor)
mnybe two timea before.”

was sentenced Friday by Judge
Rudy Nichols In Oakland Circuit
Court,
“The sentence didn't please the
prosecutor or the victim's parents.
“Thia nontonce is not justified
by the circumatances of the case,
the background of the driver or
the lasting effects,” said Oakland
Amvistant Prosccutor Marc Bar.
ron, “It's not justified, 1t's nut
proportionate to the crime."”
Barron had hoped for at lcast a
10-year sentence. Klenko family
bers had also asked Nichols

Hills, Novi or West Bloumfield,”"
said hin father. “He talked with
the family about it."

Program

the accused claimed the two sus.
pects would not kil anyane un-
less “provoked,” 1t is hard for Lu.

from page 1A

to impose a tougher sontonco in
order o protect others, But the
judge 1 1 the

which could reault in Smith being
out of jai} in lesa than {ive yoars
with good behevior.

David Klonke died Sept. 26
while riding his blke with his
brother Stephen on 10 Mile. The
black Ford Thunderbird, driven
by Smith, crossed the centor lino
and atruck the boy as his brother
watched helplesaly.

“We were hoping for more than
wix years,” said Midge Klenke, the
victim's mother. “But he’s the
judge. He haa to make that decl-
sion,"

Klonke and Barron both said
that Smith's cxtensive criminal
record i asssults and

othor violent behavior.

Mldgs Klenke eaid Smith
scemod to hlame his drinking
problem and other people, includ-
ing those who beat him up at par-
ty just before the incident.

“Ho blames othors for his ac-
tlong,” Barron said, "But ho was
so drunk that he says hu doesn’t
romember being beaten up. He
uscs excuses und blames overyono
except himuself,

“With 14 misdemeanors, five
felonies and one Holmes Youthful
Training Act under his belt, 1
wonder how many times ho's told
a judge ho's going to leam from
his miutaken.”

Midge Klonke sald her son Ste-
phen “is dolng pretty wall now,”
but said aho fears that Smith
could canily cause another Lrage-

dy.

y“l have two kids (Stephen and
Andrew, 7) and my brother hes o
family here,” she sald. “And a lot
of his (Smith's) probloms took
place in Farmington Hills."

Smith'a attorney, Elioa Esco-
bedo, said his client s remorseful.
He sald a six-year prison strotch
will be difficu)t enough. Smith
also hos o 9-month old son. He
haw not heen out of jail wince hin
arrest on the night of the hit.and-
run.

place whetv they can do what they
want,” Lipa says. “It's not struc-
tuved from the top down.”

And true to his words, the ntu.
dents themuelves have had a big
haad in deciding what activities
they wanted. Students formed a
committee to declde what types of
netivitien they'd want |f thoy had
their druthers, which they do.

“We went around during our
lunch periodr to find out what
kids wanted,” soid Nicole La-
Vake, o Power Middle Schoal
cighth grader. “We atill haven't
Kotten it totally urgonized. Almost
cveryont wanted sume wports gc-
tivities. Some of the kids on the
valleyball and basketball teams
are dying Lo come, but they've gut
practice.”

“Yuu can do anything you want
without komeone telling you what
ta dlo,” sho vaid,

That freedom to enjoy activites
in @ safe environment with some
supervision attracted nbout B0
kids a day for the first weak.

“My mom thinks it's a good
iden,” said Angeln Fodar, 12, an
East Middle School sixth grader,
onother one of the students who
chone ctivities, "“We just wanted
activitiea that would keep us
entertained.”

A group of boys crowd around a
pool tahle to socialize and shoot o
1lttle cight-hall.

“We rule,” says James Bush,
12, n Power seventh grader. “I'd
ho watching TV otherwike. I've
lLeen heote overy doy cxcept
Wednenday.”

The program atarts late enough

in the aflernoon that it docsn't
usually interfore with the senior
programn in place, Lipa sald, And
thuse few senloes who were still st
the conter didn't scem (o mind
having the younger net around.

“I'm just glad to sce them en-
joying thumselves,” said one
wamnn as she walked by the pools
room.

Lipa, who is also active In the
Special Olympicn program, said
he isn't surprised that the kids
ure enjoying the program.

“We weat to the schools and
they weemed interented right
away,” ho said. “And since it in
renlly their program, they are
guing to decitle what activities
they want."

Lipa «id a lot of last minute
shopping for video games and has

been able to get feod and beverage
vendars to give the program price
breaks so that no foed or xnnck
item costs more thon 60 cents.

The program is still looking for
velunteers ond also emplays high
school and college atudentn part-
time.

The program's goal is to keep
kids occupied in constructive so-
ciol activities, That, said Lipa,
will keep them out of trouble and
give them a sense of responsibili-
ty for their own pregram.

Lipa wsoid the program will
chunge an kids find new netivitles.
But it will continue to attract
them ns long as they have a say.

“If it's not working, they're
roing to tell us how we should
change it,” he said, “1 think it will
continue to grow.”
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Muffy & Hoppy are ready
for Easter!
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Under 12 FREE » Demonstrations *

SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN WORKS, INC.

JACK

THURS, APRIL 4 N am & 7 pm
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Brody’s

Men’s Wear
6640 Orchard Lake Rd.

By 851-6232

Boys & Young

West Bloomiield, Mi 4832

Michigan's Largest Selection of suits
eparteals and stacks in stim, regular and
hushy sizes. We also do excellent alterations.
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Same 62-year tradition of service,
Same name. But now we have a new look.
Plus new financial services to help you
get more from your money.

Check us out, today.

Totally Free Checking’

Ready Cash from your home equity
Home Buyer’s Choice home loans
Special Community Umbrella mortguges
Power Pucked Savings Options ... and more
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FIRST FEDERAL
OF MICHIGAN

Ask Us WeCanDo lt.

Extended hours weekduys and (ull service §

Branch offices throughoeut metropolitan
Detroit, Lansing, Kalamazoo and Owossa.

aturdays

at most hranches beginning April 1, mER




