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DDA loans
pique interest
of existing
businesses

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
HIAFY WHITER

1 Farmlng — thuse al-
ready upen, that is — could be eligible for subsi-
dized loonw,

e Downtown Development Authority is al
ready offering $200,000 in subsidized loans as an
Incentive to relocate to ile district. The DDA
offscts 1-percont of the Interost In the program
through MetroBank.

Expanding the progrsm to nclude existing
downtown husiness has not heen approved, but
(he authority took the first step by including an
adiditional $1.000 to offsct interest payments in its
1096-97 hudget.

1)DA hoasd members are oxpocted to dlscuss ex-
panding the program at Jts meoting May 7.

“I'va had severa! (businessos) usking about 1t,”
City Mansger Fronk Lauhoff sald. “They recog-
nize IUs not a torrible reduction in intersst costs,
$ut ovary liitle bit helps.”

The foan program was started this year a2 an

@ 114 (oaarvad & Cicormn. Humspaiacs, i

Safety looms over celi tower study -

Collular phones aro popular with people In sub-

urbs like Far

are not, They're

gton Hills, but cellular towers
considered a hazard — both to

human health and property values.

BY Bit.lL COUTANT
NTAPY WHITYR

After conducting & longthy atudy
on the offects of cellular towers In
Farmington Hills, thero s now ®
queatlon as to haw much welght it
will carry.

At a atudy eoaslon In the Farming-
ton Hilla City Hall Monday, members
of the Collular Tawer C §

talked about thoir findings befare the
cliy cauncil, anawared quootions and,
at times, debatod with cellular indus.
try oxporta au to tho safety of cellular

wors.

“Che issuo first took hold In Farm-
ington Hille In 1094 when Collular
One attemptod to losse & aite for s
cn]lullr‘phom: antenna in a reaiden-

tinl in the

northern part of Farmington Hille
Resldents bocame concerned about
the health effecta of a tower i & sosi-
dentia! aron and tho alfects on proper-
ty valuow.

Another plan to put a celluler an-
tenna on & church ateeple in the aroa
was turned down by the cangregstlon.
Cellular One had wanted 8 tower lo-
cated in the area north of 1-696 beo-
cause af the heavy phano traffic along
frooway and painta north, Including
Waost Bloomfleld,

Wost Bloomfleld, which han a large
amount of celiular tzaffic, has not al-
lowed canatruction of cellular towers

§.

Maxfield

incentive to bring new busl
Busincsses could borrow up to $25,000 to pay for
rolocation costs.

An additiona! $1,000 was added to bring the to-
tal of $3,000 sarmarked for intarsst payraents on
Joans in the DDA’s 1996-97 fiscal year,

The DDA sxpecis to spend $258,501, which is
{eas than $320,670 In the 1996-96 budgst. Complo-
tion of strestscape improvemant slong Grand Riv.
o7 and & park on Btreet sccounts for most
of the reduction: $10,065 compared to $140,247 In

| the 1995-96 budgat.

Offering loan subsldies ls ‘g:rt of an overali

business recrultment drive by DDA.
80 far, responss has been less than overwhelm-
loan application has been taken out

No spph slymp for the Farm-
ington’ Public Bchools superintend-
ent, Bob Maxfleld recoived , high

marks In his second ovaluation by the

Maxfleld, 54, was hirod as suporin.
tendont In 1994, He was previously
the school chief of the Berkloy diatrict
for aix years. X

As izst yesr, Maxfiold had to pres-
ent the board's superintendont evaly-
ation committes with a portfollo with

his ncwmglhhmunu during the past

yoar, He had plonty o ahow, boa:
mombors said,
“Wo forl

id.
| he's doing & great job,”
Trustes Date York said,
Maxfleld has mot with the evalua-
tlon committce twice, including s sos-
1

there.

‘The Hills city council appolnted 14
membets to the Cellular Tower Com-
mitles in Msy of 1805 to atudy the
Issua and soport back 1o the councll.
The members Include residents con-
corned about the towers along with
ropresentatives of the counci)
horneownsrs, mombers of tho sclontif-
I community and the coilular indus-

ry.

A motatorium on new cellular tow-
or conwtructlon has boen In offect and
romalns In offect in Farmington Hills,

Boo STUDY, 8A

Scheol bus
crashes at
gas pumps

BY BiLL COUTANT

H1abE WithiEl

Remarkahly, thera wero no Injuriea
when a Mercy HIgh schoul bus
cranhed Into the Shell gan station at
12 Mile and Middlcbelt sarly Monday
marning, hitting two vohicles andd
crunhing a gas pump.

K The rear of the bus
caught fire at 5:85
a.m. and Farmington
Hills firefighters from
Statlon 2 arrived at
6:01 and put out the
filames and shut off
the emargency valves
to the pumps.

The 1904 GMC bus won hosded
north on Middlebelt and cronsed 12
Mile, then mado a right turn into the
station from the middle lune, police
naid. The driver, Coleen Joyce Law.
sun, 62, of Redford Townuhip, dld not
ronllzo thers wos o pickup truck In
the far right lane,

Tho bus collided with tho 1092
Dodge truck drivon hy Douglus Alan
Kohl, 42, of Farmington ille, and
thon drove into a parked 1987 Niasan
Bontra befure settling over a gua
pump.

The rear of the hun caught fire nt
5:66 2.n. and Farmington illa firo-
fightars from Station 2 arrived ut 101
and pul out tho flames and shut off
the umergency velvos L Lhe pumpn.

The driver of the Ninsan, Kevin
Quiles, 20, of Pentiac, wus not in the
car whon it was hit. The hus driver
and Kobl were not injured.

Damags to tho station ond propesty
wan ostimated at $26,000.

“Phe drivor apparontly thought
that the plekup (in the right lane)
had to turn right,” wakd Furmington
Hilla Traffic Supervinor Sgt. Dennis
Groon. “8he didn't realizo the plekup
was noxt Lo her”

The bus had stapped to gas up be-
fure plcking up atudonts. ‘§hora wero
no atudonts aboard at the time of the
Incident.

Lawson was cited for making en
unasafs turn,

achieves high marks with school board

son recontly un fulure goale. Those
are not expected to change much from
the provioun year, York soid.

Maxfiold and the heard will moot
xoon to discusy salary and contract.

‘Fos MAXFHLD, 6A

board of education. i
Up goes the Tri-Color
he French 1 be 1

des Toulsuses in Cergy, Franve.
The students and two adult chaj
stay with families of Dunciel stu

The farnilies on both

llﬁ wil g along side the
Stars and Stripes at O.E, Duncksl Middle
Bchooo! I Farmington Hills April 17:30 to
honor 17 Prench students visiting from the College

jogton Hills. On Msy 7,13 Duncksl students and
two adults will fiy to Cergy for s thres.week visit,
des of the Atlantio have

nes will
ts In Farm-

FARMINGTON FOCUS

All asbout ancestors

usan Oliver will apesk on *“The Easence of
ths Ancestor” at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 16,
at a mostlng of the Farmington Genealogl-
ca) Soclsty at the Downtown Branch of the Ferm-

Ington Community Library, Liberty and Btate

T

Adpotive parents needed

he 8t. Vincent & Sarah Finher Conlor of
Farmington Hills s looking for dedicated
parenta living In Wayne, Oskland and Ma-
comb countles to biscome faster oz adoptive par-
ents of children with special noods.

Intereated paronta ars invited Lo attend the cen- -
ter's Fostar Care and Addption Orientation at 0:30
p.m. Thursday, April 18, at Sarah Fislier's Fostor -
Cars Bulilding, 24726 Inkater Road betwoen 12

recognlzes, been corresponding since November. The pro- streats, Mile and Northweatarn Highway,
hias dooe thls, It reflects on the ullog?‘?mtch 2 Back to Back,” is sdmin- | The event is open to th public, For more Infor ’ R
city has towards bringiog new trsl B Asavcistion of Prench American mation about A oeel Kay Briggs at 474 | Por more information, call 026-3025. i
Classes |n Jlilnois. 4608, -
"‘ T . ‘.,' o ' o 'l ) ) ; : ’ :.-.




