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made u
black servant girl pregnant.

His real mother died in child
hirth, the letter goes on (o sy,
but she left hehind another boy,
Ray. Intent an following the wom-
an's last wishes, he sets out for
Chicago to make amends with the
half-brother he dida’t know he
had.

That the muvie doean’t really
know what to do with this clever
premine fan't half as important o
the moail It creates, Like the Paul
Newman movie "Nabudy's Fool”
from a fow years hack, it has a
vivid senso of place filled with
aomo powerful actors.

Much of the pleasurs of "A
Family Thing" comes in the first
half hour whers Duvall intraduces
un 10 Eurl, his haseball-cap wear-
tng good old boy, proprictor of an
Arkansus  ront-it  shop. When

someone comptaing because ho's
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Enter to win a“Beauty and the Beast Fantasy Package” including four tickets
to 2 show, dinner before the show, commemaorative show poster and CD,

Twenty-five runner up's will receive a Disney's“Beauty and the Beast" hat and show poster,
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losen his truck, forced to call upon
the brother wha wants nothing to
do with him,

Phen the movie beging to troad
water and you're loft with nathing
more thun  draniatic vorsion of
“fhe Odd Couple” Arguments
couse one or thy other to starm
away before they seon find a com-
man graund: hoth served in Ko-
rea, it turna out, and oven mot
during childhoad.

Though direetor Rlchard
Pearce praciically stamps “IRO-
NY" in bold letters across cortain
seones, the movle resorts anly oc-
caninnolly to cheap sentimentali-
ty. This ususlly comes in tho
form of the men's Aunt T, (Irma
. Hall}, a crusty but loveabla ald
blinl woman who llves with Ray
und keups his bitterness in check.

Roy's son  Viegil (Michaol
Beach) in another story, Carrectly
pegped by Earl as o hoy with a
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hoods and abandoned buildingy, =
it works bust in thoso early scened_ _
buck in Enzl's Arkanses. Goroge '
oors open, with dad hosing lluwn“ :"
the muddy bulldazer tlees, it's tho !
Kind of place you don't usually "
sue in movies, the wlde screen fe-
vealing every detail. 4
Ultlmately you go to "A Family, =
Thing” ta witness two of Holly-/-¢
woel's greatost character actors
given the time and breathin
space ta bring subatantial chardi
ters to llfo, Sometimes that's:
enough. ”

3.4

Ta leave a message for Jufin..
Monaghon, dial 953-2047, ma
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at 591-7270,0.
or write him in care of Entertulw
ment, Observer & Eccentric News.
papers, 36261 Schoolcraft, Livonia"
481860,

Drama: Aunt

T.(IrmaP. .
Hall), Earl -~
(Robert N

Duvall), Vir-
gil (Michael
Beach) and
Ray (Jumes
Earl Jones)
attempl to
uncover the
past and
move
toward the 7
future in
United

Thing.”
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