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At Home

Tips on getting that garage

By DOUG FUNKE
STAFF WRITER

Use all dimensions _ length, width
and height _ when organizing or reor-
ganizing your garage.

That's whnt tho experts, or at least
people who hnve neat garnges, advise.

“In my noighborhoed,” said John
\Visz, n Livonia resident, “people keep
one cnr in the gnrage, one car out and
the rest is filled with kids® stuff and
other things they accumulnte for yoars
and years.”

First things first.

“Throw out stuff you don't need,”
Wisz said. “There's alwnys something
there”

1t could be hroken down appliances,
bicycle parts, scrnp piccos of wood,
cardboard boxes, chipped patio blocks
or paint cans. {Be sure ta check with

No mess: A place for every-
thing, and everything in its
place.

your local public sorvices dopartment
on proper disposn! mothods.)

You have to be serious about throw-
ing out. If you haven't used things for
yuars, chances arc you aren't going to
need them tomorrow. Or ever, Dispos-
ing will open up all kinda of vistas to
reorgonizing.

Stove Sproul, n Redford resident,
has un older ono-car garnge in which
he storos a working refrigorator, a
Volkswagen Bootle, a workbench, sov-
eral bicycles, wagon, alods, toals and
all kinda of othor thinga,

“The key here is an aiste way” ho
snid. *Whon kida are involved, you
koop their stuff closor to the door It
hoightens tho “hanco they will got
them back inside and kcops them
away {rom your stufl,

“My oxperionce in the sorvice tnught
mo to utilize all space,” Sproul said.
*Go up. Don't be nfraid to use the
wall, Hanging stuff is big with me.
Obvivusly, it hus t Lo light or moder-
ate weight.”

Sproul usos peg board and hooks to
storo garden tools and hand toola.

He also usoa tho rafters in hia small-
ish gnragoe to storo camping goar and
lumber.

Wisz, who admita to being a dotail
porson, stores two cars, threo bikes, a
Bn v. blower, workbench, tools and
other goedies in his garago.

He's nlso a booster of sholving, stare
bought or hand-made, and hooks.

maintain a neat, orderly garage.

“] have a daughter, Christina, nnd
her taya I keep on shelvea so T can pull
both cars in,” Wisz snid.

I huave sume hwoks fur lawn tools,
brooms and other utensils. Even tho
snowblawer i on hooks aut of tho way.
Make sure you keep dangoroua imple-
monta aut of the rench of childron.

*I hove n crawl space in the garago.
1 enn storo stufl up thero that's hardly
wied _ an ax. [ put tomzto cages up
thero,” he sald.

Wisz anid he movea bikes inta tho
basement during the winter to give
himsolf moro room to manouver the
cars.

organized

Organized garage: John Wisz uses shelving and wall hooks to
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That's a big, big ndvantago to an
organized garage _ moving the veli-
clos ingide, keoping thom out of the
waoathor and gotting off to a quick
start in tho morning.

*1 don't want to spend time scraping
windows,” Wisz said. “It's a time fuc-
tor, definitely.”

Organizing tho garago s moro an
exorcisa of will, actually deing it, than
nn intellectunl purauit.

It takes juat four simplo steps. Dis-
pose of tho junk. Find conveniont, yet
aut-of-tho woy placea for tools nnt
toys. Install hooks, ahelving and
raltora, Make the transition,
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