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Energy officlent: Tom Tynan and Paula Engel present energy-saving projects on their TV show, “Our House,” seen 7

a.m. Sundays on WDIV-TV Channcl 4.

SAVING ENERGY 1§ YEAR-ROUND TASK

STORY

pring cleaning ia o special
ime to got things araund the
house in shape, but energy
aaving knows overy season.
1t’s a daily thing, snys home
energy-officioncy expert Tom
Tynan, co-hoat of “Our House” 7
a. lllﬂﬂyl on WDIV-TV.

m.

“It's lika your diet, it's your
lifestylo,” Tynan sald recently
when he was in the srea on his
oy to the International Builders
Home, Flower and Furniture
Show at the Cobo Convention

nter.

“Nowadays the majority of our
customers are new homeowners
where they're looking to imprave
(anorgy efficiency),” said John
Finloy, preaident of Diveraified
Energy Contral Ltd. in Canton,
“They've got a lot bigger home
now, looking to improve energy
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efMiciency.”

On "Our House,” Tynan and co-
host Paula Engel focus on ways to
save anergy and help the environ-
ment. The tips can holp homeown-
ers save maney os well.

The program scheduled to air
April 21 foatures a visit to the
‘White House. It will show ways
the White Housa can become mor
energy efficient.

Saving cnorgy in the home
doesn't have to mean a massive

Education can help.

“You sce things all over the
house,” said Tynan, who with a
emile calla himself “the real Tim
Taylor™ after the Tim Allen char-
acter on_ TV “Home
Improvement.”

For example, compact fluores-
cent light bulbs sre meant to last

IC + AT HOME

about 10 times longer than hulbs
now being uscd. But these new
bulbs ahould be put in fixtures
kept on for at least four houra at a
time, not whore thoy will be
turned on and off regularly.

Using calling fans properly can
aave money on your electric bill.
In the summer, sot the coiling fan
on medium specd and for blowing
down. In tha wintar, put the fan
on low speed and reverse it. This
circulates the air, mixing cool air
with the hot air that rises.

Moat firoplaces pull the heat out
of the room, as haat rises and goes
vight up the chimney. New fire-
places are designed to absarh the
heat from the firoplaco and run it
through air ducts from the flus in
the chimnay.

Programmablo thermostats can
be set to go off when you leave for
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work and come on shortly befors
you return home.

Your refrigerator should be sot
around 42 degrees, and your frecz-
er between 0 and 6 degrees. A $2
thormometor attached to the
inside back wall of your refrigora-
tor monitors the tomperature. It
costa around $36 to weatherstrip
your door; a tawel undar the deor
helps keep out the cold,

Making your windows onergy
efficient can lead to other bonofita,
Finloy said.

Window films provide protection
against ultraviclet rays and cut
out glars on ns and com-
puter windows.

“Tho main boneflt s energy sav-
ing and comfort,” Finley aaid.

An energy aurvey or analysis
can pinpoint trouble aress.
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COMMUNITIES OFFER HEAP OF HELP

OK, you've done your
spring clenning, and you
Tave assembled an ossort-
ment of jtems you no
longer need ar want,

What to do with them? A
garage wlo is one aption. A
‘sompling of ares communi-
ties shows that somo have
cortain requirements concorning garage salcs.

Tn Reverly Hills, garage sale signa can be no larger
than two square foot, and the tatal area of all signs can't
be more: than four square feet. Thoy have to bo on residen-
tial premises and displayed no more than four duys in uny
90-duy period.

Franklin residents must have permits. Garoga salo
signn cun’t go on city proparty in Farmington and
Farmington Hills,

Rocheater doean't require pormits or havo rules, but res-
idunts must stick to normal sign lawa and can’t have per-
petunl garage sales. Onkland Township residents also
don't huve to get a pormit and can't have perpetun! sales,

In Hochuster Hills, the only garage sole ordi fucus-
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atanes, windows, !
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w4 an signs. The n ted at the house hosting
the sale und on other private sites if the property owners
approve, but not on public property. A total of two signs is
allowed, ench not biggor than six square feet total and not
more than four feot tall, Thoy can’t be orected for mare
than 12 days n yoar per salo location.

In Troy, residents may have garage anles any timo as
long an they oro selling their items, not outsido ‘merchan-
dise. They mny put up signa on their own property at any
time during tho aale. Directional signa, with dates and
tacatinn clearly marked, ean go an other private property
Friduy, Saturday and Sunday with the owner’s permis-
sion. Signs can't be placed on city property or in the rights
of way between sidewalk and curb, The gize limit for all
wigns iv vix square fect.

Those larger picccs you just want to throw away may
require wpecin) handling. Agoin, some communities have
requirementa for theso.

Mujor appliances and large motal items in Boverly Hills
may he scheduled for Wednesday pickups by calling (8
358-4626 in advance. Gosoline and eil should be drained
from #mall motors and LP tanks removed from barbecue
grills. Carpoting is picked up gs trash but muat be cut,
ralled and tied in five-foot lengths not to exceod 60
pounds. Carpoting shouldn't be put out if it is raining.
Linoleum in handled the samo as carpoting unless it is
attached to o subfioor _ thon it muat be cut in two-by-two-
foot squares and tied i 60-pound bundles.

Bingham Farme schedules two free spocial collection

- ong in tha fall and ono in the summer _ for large
picees. Accepted items are appliances, furniture, water
heaters, small tree stumps and a maximum of two tires.
Brush, treg branches nnd conatruction materiala must bo
bundled in lengths niot excoeding four fuet. Rolls of carpet
ond linoleum must be tied ther, also with the length
not excceding four foat. All pieces muat bo brought out to
the edgo of drivewaya, Items that aren't accepted include
fazardous wastes, autometive party and loose gravel, Tho
next free pickup is scheduled for June. Car Trucking will
collect big items any time for o fes.

armington residents must cut carpeting into four-foot
lengths and roll and tie them. Farmington picks up such
bulky pitces as furniture, washera, dryers, refrigerators,

1218, mattresses, box aprings and wator heaters; thera
e and ho need to call ahead. Doors muat bo
removed from refrigeratora and froezera. Also in
Farmington, special pickups may be arranged with Waste

and debris and
drywall and panel-
ng; & foo i
charged.
paint must be dried
up tdirt ar kitty litter
can be added to quick-
en the process). Latex
paint can lids ore ta b
ploced in the rubbish
and the empty can
plnced next to the rub-
bish. The city has
Houschold Hazardous
Wasto Doy once a year,
when such materials o8
oil-bosed paint, paint thin-
ner, pesticides and herbi-
cides are collocted, The
proposed  Household
Haza: s Waste Day for
1996 is Saturday, May 11,

Franklin calls Laidlaw
to arrange collection of
large picces.

In Raocheater, bulky
jtems (including sofos,
chaira and refrigeratora)

e p p weekly.
Freon must be removed; if
it isn't, air conditioner and
refrigorator callection for
$26 can bo scheduled for
Monday or Friday. Call
the Department of Public
Worka ot (810) 651-9061
for arrangementa.

Residents of Rochester
Hil and  Oskland
Townahip contract private-
ly for bulky trash removal.

Troy residenta can put
aut furniture, appliances
and other large items with
their regular weekly trash
pickup.

Make checklist
before
making repairs

A long winter can do a lot of dam-
age to a house, .

Spring is tha time to take invento-
ry and make ropairs,

Karen Egren, president of Tri-
County Building Inspectors Inc. in
Waterford, provides o handy check-
1ist of thinga to lovk for duning your
spring inventory.

* Check foundation walls, retaining
wallg, walks, patios and driveways
for crucks, heaving and crumbling.

» Check chimneys for deteriorated
cops, missing cops, missing bricks

« Check roaf and gutters, check for

‘missing, damaged or biistore
shingles. Check gutters for leak-
ing, damaged downspouts or lead-
ers and broken hangers ar straps.

« Check flashing around roof stacks,
vents, sky-

lights and

chimneys.

* Check vents,
chimneys and
louvers for
birds’ nests,
squirrels or
inscets.

« Cheek fascia
for paint Nok-
ing, leakoge
ar decay.

« Check exteri-
ar walls,
check painted
surfaces for
paint failure.

* Check exteri-

broken mor-
r.

«Cut back and
trim shrubs
against side-
walls.

*Bosure to
open vents.

Doing these

simple checks

will allow you

problem in the
future.




