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Air conditioners
don’t work dirty

During tha winter months the man-
ufacturers of dehumidifiers and room
air conditionera will produce as many
ns paasiblo only to have a nation's sup-
ply dwindla awny during a hot sum-
mer. You and I have scen many sum-
mers here in tho Detroit arca where
you couldn’t buy a room air condition-
or simply becauso the retailera were
sold out.

During the next few months, con-
sumers will bring into service shops
tho room air conditioner and dehumid-
ifier to have serviced and repaired.
Tho standard complninta will be it did-
n't cool well last year, it gets all frost-
ed up on the insido coil, it blows fuzses,
the fan doesn't run, ote. For evory 200
of theso products brought in for ser-
vieo, I would gucsstimate that only 10
of them had a component failure and
the rest suffered a malady called dirt.

You may not seo the dirt that has
built up inside these products and
therofore nover realizo the soverity of
this kind of condition. The repnirs
needed to a dirty product are quite

implo for any h to periorm.
Tako theso units to a local bay stylo
car wash and pour tho hoso to every
aroa of the product. A good cleaning
can keep a room air conditioner and/or
dohumidifier oporating in peak condi-
tion for many years to come.

If you would lika to go ono step fur-
ther with these preducts lot me sug-
gost something you can do. The fan
motors on theso producta may have lit-
tla oil ports, whera you can insert 10 to
20 draops of turbine oil. It means
removing all of the screws that hold
the outor casing or wrapping of the
product, I can't tell you how many
times I have saved the consumer an

pensive motor repl t by sim-
ply oiling the fan motor.

What irks me so is the fact that
many of these motora have a sticker
on them that states: Oil the fan motor
once & year. The manufacturers know
this and yct they hovo never created

Beo Gagnon, 11D

Figley, from poce 50

" pormits et the unpatted bulb in the

garden in o place where it will bencfit
from some shade from midday sun.
Cover the bulb with six to eight inches
of saandy humusy soil where it moy
again flowar that same acason or
another year.

Timely Garden Tips
«This is the ideal timo to apply
crabgrass preventer to the lawns,
when forsythia starts to bloom and
before apple blossoma show pink.
eIncrease rhododendron flowering
by v;:ti'x:ching back the tips of new

&ro L.
«If your garden is battercd by

strong winds, install 8 windbroak such
a8 a row of shrubs, a hedge, a wall ora
fence (of open, rather than solid, con-
struction),

eLavender is reported to repel mos-
quitees and birds! If you'ro bothered
by birds attacking plonts such as peas
or crocuses, plant lavender with them.

sRemewmber to remove tho nursery
tag from tho tree or shrub when you
plant it. ) ’

Marty Figley is an advanced master

gardener based in Birmingham. You
can leave her a message by dialing
(313) 953-2047 on a touch-tone phone,
then her mailbor number, 1859. Her
fax number is (810) 644-1314.
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