The Observer/THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 1898

(F)BA

Kevorkian trial to continue
despite prosecutor’s appeal

BY PAT MURPIIY
STAVY WRITER

Desplte a second fedoral court
ruling that physiclans can help
terminally i1l peoplo commit sui.
cide, tho Oakland County pro-
sccutor vowed to continuo the
prosecution of Dr. Jack Kevorki-

an.

* *Thore's & lot of confusion at
the federal court lovel,” prosccu-
tor Richard Thompson said
Wednesday, *'But we aro bound
by Michigan law which the U.S.
Supremo Court refused to roview.
+ “Therefvre we're going to con-
tinue  the ! of Dr.

filo additional briefa today, and
the court of appeals can act
quickly. But [t will take o fow
days.”

“The othor court ruling Tuesday
— this ona by the federal court of
apponls in Now York — attracted
a lot of sttention but actually hae
less Impact, Thompson said, In
that ruling, federal judges struck
down the Empiro etate’s ban on
physician assisted suicide. That
ruling wos similar ta one in
March by federal jurors who
struck down the inw againat as-
l‘i?wd' suicido in the state of

Kevorkian becauso it is the legal-
Jy correct thing to do,” Th

gaid ofter u ruding by tho Michi-
n Supreme Court halted jury
selection for the Kevorklan trial
in Oakland Circuit Court.
* 'The state's hi‘gheil court Tues-
. o Michi

w
Both rullngs scem to call into
qucstlon Michigan's Yaw
ban on ossisted suicide and the
windom of prosecuting Kevorkian,
Kevorkian's attorney, Geoflrey

N. Fieger Tucsday said the con-
tinued tion of his cllent

tay
Court of Appeals to review “the
b N * of prelimi

L lohel & L
jury instructions. The order cameo
phortly before b p.m. Tuesdoy as
Judge David F. Breck was su-
’xervishm the selection of jurors
who will decide Kevarkian's fate.

- “I don't expect jury selection to
yesume until early nest week,”
Thompson said. My office will

Prosecutor comes under fire

BY PAT MURPHY
101 WHITER

: Jury selection in the trial of Dr.
Juck Kevorkion could resume as
eatly os Friday, depending on how
quickly the Michigan Court of
Appeals responds to an order to
review jury instructions,

“I'm nat concerned the pro-
secutor Loak his appeal,” Oakland
Circuit Judge David F., Breck suid
Wednesday, “because the law
should be clarified. But the tim-
ing is unfortunate.”

The timing 1

was ridiculous,

But there is no doubt about the
appropriate course of action us far
us Thampeon is concerned . . .
particularly since the US. Su-
preme Court had the opportunity
to review Michigan's law snd let
it stand.

It was Ficger who led the

ring to the 1994 case the U.S, Su-
preme Court rofuscd to review.
That refusal, he eaid, matters
here.

The federal appeals court decl-
siona In Now York and California
are not binding in Michigan,
Thumpson maid. “They create
confusion,” he sald, “becauso the
California ruling involved a ques-
tion of duo process, and the New
York case ralsed the question of
equal protection under tho law.”

‘Thompsan Is confident tha U.S.
Supreme Court will eventually
look at the issuc of state laws
against assisted suiclde. He's
equally confident about the out-
come. “There’s no doubt in my
mind,” he sald, the high court will
sey the Constitution docsn't
speok to the issue of avsisted sui-
cide and it's a stale matter.

1t the country's highest court
were to do otherwise, Thompson
snid, it would be acting in tho ca-
pacity of “super legislature” and
assuming o role rightly reserved
for the individual states. “The
highest court iun't suddenly going
to say there is this constitutionnl
right to assisted sulcide,” the pro-
secutor said.

matter, Thompson noted, refer-

Tuesday — infuriated Kevorkian
who has made no sttempt to hide
+ Michi

Sco RULINGS, 10A

14, 1813. That letter, according to
Kevorkian, shows that Jefferson

his fo com-
mon law or the prosecutors trying
to convict him.

“The (Michig.n) Supreme
Court is the enforcing agent for
the inquisition,” the 67-year-ofd
retired pathologist said after the
high court’s ruling wes an-
nounced.

Earlicr in the week, the West
Bloumfield resident wore early
American guth into the courtroom

juroro and it disrupts court time
allotted to the Kevorkian case.
“1'l] find cases (for that time),”
said Breck. “But | expect to re-
sumne jury selection Friday.”

The ruling — handed down

an pl & hand-written
scrall that he said summarized
parts of the zommon law under
which he is charged.

Kevorkian ridiculed that law
and distributed copics of a letter
of Thomes Jeferson, dated July

1 guicide for some cancer
poticnts.

“If I'm a criminal for ussisting
in suicide, Thamas Jefferson was
also a criminy),” Kevarkion ssid.
“He knew a lot more about com-
mon luw than these clowns,” he
gaid, gesturing toward the prose-
cution team headed by Lawrence
Bunting.

Bunting was the target of o
Kevorkian barb earlier in the day
when Breck suggested the pro-
secutor should get a copy of the
Thomas Jefferson letter. 'Can he
read?” Kevorkion quipped, glanc-
ing at Bunting.
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Well-wisher; Wishing Dr, Jack Kevorkian of West Bloomficld luck in his prusecution
under Michigan's common law is Junet Good of Farmington Hills.
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Save 20% on Custom Printed Business Materials until April 19.

You wont be able (o buy stock at these fow pnces fur long. 8 order your brclines, business cards, stationery and

Jabels pow. Each st 200 olf. And cach designed by vue NEBS Business Printing Consultant 1o give
yout vompany d professiunal, competive fook. You'll even get a printed prool 1 approve Before
you onder. Only at the NEDBS Busineas Printing & Besign Center at yous locad participating Kinkos.
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AN ODYSSEY PUTTER
1S YOUR GIFT

WITH THE PURCHASE OF 4
HART SCHAFFNER & MARX SUIT

The winningest putter

on the 190E Senlor PGA Tour,
the new Odyssey putter

is your gift right now,

when you purchase any

Hart Schaffnor & Marx suit
or sportcost-and-trousers
combination. Get your wardrobe
and your putting gamae on
course with Jacobson’s

and Hart Schaffrner & Marx.

Offer good through April 34, 1998.
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336 W. MAPLE RD. » BIRMINGHAM « PHONE: 644-8900 » FAX: 645-8007
GREAT OAKS MALL « ROCHESTER « PHONE: 051-0000 ¢« FAX 051-7473
LAUREL PARK PLACE » NEWBURGH AND SIX MILE » LWONIA « PHONE: GB1-7680 = FAX' 681-0227




