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Sibling silliness
Highmeadow policy is wrong

Twn it comes o Highmeadow Come
w ot Campus, Farmington-arva par-

ents quite literally can't get encugh of
& good thing. We think school palicy should be
changed so they can.

It's & touchy subjeet, we know, buat this
ridiculous “sibling priority” policy at Highmead-
ow Das (o go — new, before attortteys” briefeases
start clicking open in some courtroom,

Highmeadow, the special school that offers
alternative clementary education for students
in grades 1-5, has beeote i huge suceess sinee
its inception nine years ago

How s P Well, 50 hot a ticket is Highe
meadow that an annuil tottery must be held to
see who'll get in and who'll huwe to settle for reg.
ular old elementary school.

105 the Juek of the deaw, and it seem:

.

But, wait! Get one kicl in and hl-./lm hlings are
awtumatically in s well, Th thu sibling prior-

ity policy that has left onky fiv for 148

B What officials need to do is capi-
talize on Highmeadow's success by
providing more of them.

sided with them. Families shoukl be kept to-
gether, the , a0t spread over the distriet.
This is especially important in an eca where so
witen both parents work, they add.

Well, that's wrony thinking and schoal ofti-
cials are wrong fur supparting it. Perhops the
sibling policy was fine when Highmeadow
s deal and there were plenty of
spots. But now, with so many wanting in, it's
Just not right to shut them out yeae ufler year.

What officials need to do is capitalize on
Highmendow’s success by providing more of
them. The ultimate goal should be to have
puhlu schools so good that ev haol is o

Jow. What an idea: a district

applicants in the March 1 lottery,

This spring. as in most springs over the past
several years, peaple compliined — unsu i
ials about the sibling pul v.
ed the palicy eli

iy, One parent, Sam [yer, wants
the names of parents sl teek part in the ot
tery for use in o possible class sction suit.

Of course, supporters of the sibling policy —
also a vociferous bunch) make their points,
oo, and the board uf education has always

where the 11\':«1 is like the worst. The cum.cpl
could bu calted "equity and excellence.”
Sound familiar?

Anyway, the Farmington Public Schools
has a good thing in Highmeadow. The schoal,
setected for National Exemplary status in
1 cantinually leads the district in perfur-
mance on the standardized tests,

Schuel officiats should pat themselves an
the hack and take themselves out to lunch,
But they should nat atop doing what seems ta
wark, while pleasing their customers so.

nough already! We've had it with the

Kevorkian trial
Oukland County Proseeutor’s Office

E wasting time and muney in o relentless

bid to presceute Dr. Jiuck Kevorkian, the man
whao helps people commit suicide,

The issue here is not the morality of us
ed suicide, but ruther the wasted resources on
two Oaklond County trinls charging
Kevorkion with assisted suicide. The lutest
trial, scheduled ta start this week in the 1991
deaths of Marjoriec Wantz and Sherry Miller,
comes on the heels of the 67-year-old Weat
Bloomfield resident’s acquittal on similar
charges.

The first Onkland trial — set in a circus at-
mosphere — stemmed from criminal charges
from u now-expired state law, The latest
charges are grounded in common law — based
on court decisions, customs and usages rather
than codified written laws, Holding trinl after
trin] mukes absolutely no sense until state
lnwmnkers enact Jegislation governing, or the
U.S. Supreme Court rules on, the white-hot is-
aue of assisfed suicide.

Tn case anyhody missed it, a jury last
manth acquitted Kevorkian of aiding n suicide
in the 1993 deaths of Dr. Ali Khalili and Mer-
inn Frederick. That trinl was based on o state
law passed in Februnry 1993 and allowed to
expire in November 1904, It mude it illegal for
anyone to assist another in committing sui-
cide, Since the law was in force when Khalili
and Frederick died, it could be argued the
prosecutor had no choice but to churge
Kevorkian. Then again, a lapsed luw is a
lapsed law.

That trinl actually had been preceded by o
1994 trin) in Wayne County where Kevorkian
was acquitted in Thomas Hyde's death under
the same lapsed law.

Now another trial, a kind of third one-act
drama, is in the offing. This ene is based on
common law, a law the Michigan Supreme

waste of effort

1n invoking common law, Oukland County
Praseeutor Richard Thompson seems to
charge that helping someone take their lite is
unaceeptable to society.

its

QUESTION:

When (t
comas to
computers,
do you Know
more than
your children?

*1 think | know
more right now.
My kids are only

We asked this
question at the

* know a tot
about comput-
ors. | use them

‘I Know more at
this palm. My
sonis only 3.

"1 havo & 16-
year-old.
Whatever I'm

Dowrtown 2 and 4, Next at work, Bu( my fearning about Joanne King
Branch of the year they'lt knows ters I'm Fe 7
Farmington know morg.' more about getling from
Comniunity Li- Jesslca Myko- | grapbics,' him.*
p laitis Ann Brald Ellzabeth
orary. Livonia Farmington Marlnez
Hilis Farmington
Hills

LETTERS :

She liked column

have been reading the Farmington Obsery-
I er for nlmost a8 many yeurs as 1 have lived

in the Farmington aren. In the past 24
years, I hnve never been so impressed by a cal-
wmn as § have been with tho o tten by
Chef Larry Janes, 1L was in the March 25 Ob-
server,

My fumily and | are so proud to see that
there are many fumilies that still have good val-
ues, manners, respect, and above all, veligion.

Janes is raising his children the sume way
his parents raised him. My husband and 1
have raised our chilidren the same way our

6.595 billien, billion tons,

7. ‘The average depth of Eurth's oceans iy
12,447 feet.

8. The avernge mass of Enrth's ocouns is
ulluut 1.490 billion, million tona.

9. The age of the Earth is extimated to be
between 3.5 and 5.5 billion yeaes,

Whilo none of this information is new ({1 got
it from a 1874 edition encyclope
probubly the most intereating information you |
will read in any newspuper this weok.

Kenneth Kemp, Farmington Hillg

parents raised us, with love, k respect
and fuith. It never hurts to share o smile, say a
prayer, give thanks, or “open o cur door.”
1 believe peaple would be much happier, and
it would make for a better world, it they did.
Thank you for printing this article, and to
Mr. Junes, my family and I applaud you.
Sylvin J. Akouri, Farmington Hitls

Right or wrong, society may b cl
mind on that. The acquittals — and the be-
hind-the-seenes ndmissions by many doctors
that they help patients die by administering
targe doses of morphine, and even the growth
of living wills and hospice care — point to
changes in how socicty views our lengthening
life spuns.

It is not lont on us that this latest attempt
to convict Kevorkian for helping people com-
mit suicide began with jury selection on April
Fool's Day. He was there, dressed in Colonial-
era gorb, to call attention to the law under
which he is being tried.

In the end, it’s a good bet the jury will utter
those two wards every defense attoraey lives
for: “Not guilty.”

There's a perception that Richard Thomp-
son, the county’s chief prosecutor, is attempt.
ing to make political capital of Kevorkion and
assisted suicide in a kind of ¢ncore presenta-
tion that will follow the tria). The decent resi-
dents of Oakland County will reward him
with votes il he stops this man who, after all,
connives with the killing of human beings,
goea the thinking,

But perception is not always reality, De-
apite his quirks and eccentricitics, Kevorkinn,
a retired pathologist, has done more than any-
one to chunge how people fedd, or at Jeast
think about, this sensitive issve of asaisted
suicide. Witness the popular opinion polls,

Assinted suicide is something Americans
seem to be willing to confront, The issue needs
more scrutiny; make no mistake shout that,
demands action in the form of legislated
guidelines that help prevent abuse against
people who are frail, infirm, elderly or not Ju-
¢cid — and, at the same tine, give phyaicians

Court snid could be applied tu d suicide,

an Julterated picture of the role they play.

MemoRrY LANE

This weok [n history as reported in the pages
of tha Farmington Observer and tha Farming-
ton Enterprise:

B 40 YEARS AQGO — APRIL B, 1958

west of Beechview Elementary School.
Farmington Hills firefighters were called to
douse the blaze,

B 1 YEAR AGO — APRIL §, 1595 (ORSERVER)
Farmi police were considering extra-

y
{ENTERPRISE) Ernest Blanchard, F

Township supervisor, was scriously ill in
Pontiac’s St. Joseph Hospital following a
-lmkn  The Rw Wnlter Kclhnon was Immllad
Chumh Shon mm “The energy of the free
individual is the most dynamic force in human
affairs.”

10 YEARS AQO — APRIL 3, 1988
(OBSZRVER) Two children plnyma witha
lighter were responsible for starting a ficld firo

diting a former newspaper publisher, Derek
Gendron, from Florida. He was wanted here
on three felony warranta, Farmington Hills
police suspected that alcohol was a factor i in
o fatol auto crash on Northwestern
Highwaoy. A West Bloomfield resident died
after o smash-up with another auto. A fall-
en trec on Beechwood in Farmington pulled
down wires, causing 800 Detroit Edison
customers to lose power for about two
hours.

Big day coming

arth Day is a big thing at St. Fabian
E School this year.Why? I'll tefl you why.

First of all we're huving a nature lndy
come in with same dead, stuffed animals and
talk to us about our foresta.

‘Then, o walk in a rain forest. Well, nat a
real ane, but a drawn ane by we sixth graders,
Our work is fantastic. After all that, the stu-
dents will go to their classrooms and eat
treats that are provided by room moms, moms
that help ench elassroom when they need help.

If you come, we will make a banner for you.
The celebration is on April 19, Earth Day, at
St. Fabian School.

Brion Bcriven, Farmington Hills

How interssting!
aka your mind off your problems, forget
T your daily cares and think ahout this in-
stead:

1. The solar system in which you live is
hurtling through space townrd the constella-
tion of Hercules nt about 45,000 miles per
haour.

2. The length of Earth’s arbit around the
sun is about 583.4 million miles and it travels
ulong its orbit at about 66,000 miles per hour.

3. The Earth ratates on its axis, at the
equator, at about 1,000 miles per hour,

4, The circumference of the Enrth at tha
equator is 24902.4 miles,

6. Eorth's total surface aren is 196,85 mil-
lion square miles and its volume is 295.88 bil-
lion cubic miles,

6. Tho Eorth's total mass (weight) is about

Thanks, council

armington Hills residents can be proud
F of their eity council for the action taken .

March 26 in denying a permit to West
Bay Exploration o drill for oil in Farmington .
Hills.

Qver a period of years, the council studied
oil drilling. Then they set up rules to be fol-
Towed in any oil or gas drilling in the city,
West Bay's plun did not meet the eriterin,
West Bay wanted to drill anyway.

What other rules would they disregard?

The city counci) unanimously voted no.

Rules ndopted to protect our city have to bhe
followed. Oil drilling in tho city will be ugly, .
noisy, dangerous and unpleasnnt. M

Thank you, city council, for keoping Farm-
ington Hills a gead pluce to live.

Ruth Mochlman, Farmingten Hills

On assault guns

espile the overwhelming approval by
D the Aragrican people who supported

the bnn on theso killer nssault guas,
our brilliant elected representatives voted in
favor of getting the guns hack on the streets.

This is paybuck timo to the NRA. Come
election time in November, who in their right
mind will vate to re-elect those who vated to
put those assnult guns back on the streets?
Milton Rose, Furmingtan Hills

Opinlons are to bo sharad: We weicome your
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we ol
fer this space on a weekly basis for opinions in’
your own words. We will heip by editing for crar»v
ity. To asrure authenticity, we ask that you .
&ign vour tettar and provide a contact telephone
number,

Letters should be malied to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Ohserver, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
ton 48335. 0Or, they can be faxed to:
8104779722,

@he Farmington Mbserver

Tom Basr, Eciton, 810477-5450

i), ivissill ]

Tom Brap, Pususuer, 810-901-2537 ‘.

Roment Susam, Maraging Eciion, 810-901-2563 HEl E

My Scor, CIRCULATION MANAGLR, 810-803-2548 . .
Sravey K. Pore, Generat MARAGER, 810-901-2505 . .

BUnURBAN COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

W Powrm, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD  Jonw REDDY, VICE PRESIDENT/ EDITORIAL

Oun Mission: "Because we publish community newspapers, wc think about r.ommuully Journoliam, .|
in a fundamentally different way than our bigger comy They i tobe .
they cover,

11,

RICKARD ASIAN, PRESIOENT

in to write the unusual or

independent from the stories and

i

tonal and then dashing off to cover

Jjournalists and as caring citizens of the communities wherg we work.” .
— Philip Power H

else, We regard ourselucs as both accurate -




