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POINTS OF VIEW

‘nco upon a time, probably before
your's and mine, Pontiac was
the heart of Qakland County.

‘Then, in the *50, it shifted to South-
field, prompted by the opening of
Northland, the nation’s first suruerban
shopping mall.

Later, Birminghum-Bloomfield had
its {urn as fushionable stores and att
gulleries took holit fn downtown Bir-
mingham and prestigious law firms,
brokernge houses und ud agencies
branched out to Bloomficld Hills.

Certainly, u contingent led by the
yauny might say that Royal Ouk, if not
thehoart of Oakland County, has won
their hearts in very recent years, And
Novi, spurred by the original ‘Twelve
Oaks Mall, certainly had its run to be
theceenter of it il

Hut, as we speak, the center of Qak-
landd County (row that you cun uetual-
Iy clrive Big Beaver ngaint) has to be in
Proy..

Tt might nppear that the Somerset
Collection and its up-and-coming
su-the-street expansion ure the reu-
SONY.

Halting no
carings are boing held through-
H out the stote that could affect
the way families live, or ot least
the way some legislative dream weavers
woukl have them behuve.

At insuo is the state’s 24-year-old no-
fault divorce law which state Rep. Jes-
sie Dalman, R-Hoiland, wants tu
repeal. The packoge was intraduced on
Valentine's Day, with Dalmun saying
e spoak from our hearts. . . "

Such silliness. It takes a lot more
than a card, flowers and chocolates in o
rec silk box to keep a family unit to-
guther. Hallmark must have heen de-
lighted with Daiman.

According to Dalman, there were
40,705 divorcos statewide in 1004, of-
feeting 38,794 children. However, Oak-
lund Family Strvices, o non-profit
human sceevices organization, suild that
the divorce rate actunily declined since
its peak in the 1970s. That mokes one
wander why Dalmun et o) are 0 wor-
ried about the prablem now.

‘There is a real need for sucinl and
veonomie refarm in the job sector, with

Legislative games mislead
the public over guns, gays

T

to think of Junior's ailowsnce,

$u|)puxu Juniar gets $10 u week, That’s his,
far'whatever he needs, be it Junches or sehaol

supplies or kite rep

he best way to understand the Michigan
Legistature's $30 billion husdget game is

But thut's the casy unswer,

"There ure plenty of others, some of
which were induced by Somersot and
some thut were not.

For example, Troy was alzeady a cen-
ter for businesses, including Fortune
500 companies. So major hotels grew
up, residential housing spurted and the
school population burgeoned so that a
new Troy High School had to be built.

‘I'ray was chosen to inaugurate, some
suy Ruffer through, a new state-of-the-
art computerized traffic kystem in
which signals would be responsive to
actund teaffie,

And T'roy has been o leader in the
buttle to meet the needs of young
ple by giving them alternative octi
ties to drinking and drugs.

Against that backdrop the tong-
sought Somerset Callection North was
announced three years uga. And sinee
then, the city coups include:
® Mugna International, a Cunadian-
based auto parts supplier, now locatiog
1 $239 million major office/rescarch
park on 32 acres at Big Beaver, west of

175,

Jubitis. DONER BERNE

m Delphi Automotive Systems, the
world's largost and most diversified au-
tomotive supphier, now building ite $50
million world headquarters on Square
Lake Road cast of Crooks.

® A $25 million sports complox with a
combined ice arena and indour soccor
fucility, retail contor and housing units
for the elderly, planned for John R and
Big Beavor.

® D'arcy Masius Benton & Bowles ad-
vertising agency, now on Woodward in
Bloomficld Hills, moving to a Trroy site
with ensy nccess to Somersat.

Meantime, most of Troy's hotols are
upgrading as the cily grows as o dosti-
notion for business and retall visitors.
They include the Northfield Hiiton,
Drury Inn, Courtyard by Marriott,
Somerset Inn, DoubleTree Guest
Suites and Troy Marriott,

And just two weeks ugo s now luxury
apartment complox, The Park at Som-
eraet, was announced within walking
distance of, yes, the Semerset Collec-
tlon. The 810 units ave aimed at well-
heoled empty nesters who may well
work and shop in Troy.

Aus for getting around, two crucial
miles of Big Beaver Road have beon
widened from faur (o six lancs.

Now subdivisions aro feeding more
and moro students to Troy High
School, ko that school officials are
wolghing their overcrowding options.

And, a8 if Lo renew their pledge to
young people in the midst of all this
growth, Tray's cily council recontly
banned clgarotte vending machines
from the city.

Troy has ‘heart’ when it comes to commerce

So, it's no coincidence that South-
ficld hos recently launched a major ad- |
vertising campaign, Radlo ads lure pro-
apective homobuyers to “Come home to ¢
Southficld.” Print ada directed at busi- !
nesses couneel, "1 you're in South- .
ficld, you're in business."”

Or that Birmingham is sponding
$225,000 Lo develop a master plan. Sov-
en doys of community meotings and a
survey of more than 500 shoppors have .
been conducted, Changes are expectod
to better define and further improve
the city's downtown und immediate en-
virons.

‘T'roy is in its hoydoy, but ather com-
munities improve on their offerings
and continue to challenge.
Lucky us, '
Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, is former managing edi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspopery. You
can leave her u messoge at (313)953-
| 2047, Ext. 1997 ur write or fux  letter
to the editor of this newspaper.

_fault divorce wrong way to boost family ties

trunspartation provided out Lo the sub-
urbs where those Jobs are, That may be
one way to keep familivs together and
off the streets,

Critics of divarce are quick to point
to what they call “dysfunctionnl” fumi-
Tick as beibg at the raot of all social
evil. Thal tenn is usually applivd to
single parent homes, but truly dysfunc-
tional familics ure those where there
are signs of shuse, abandonment, use
of aleahol and drugs, non-financial
support, ete.

1’ true that the proposed series of
itls woulkl allow an out in such cosen;
hawever, they would force the vietim-
ized party 1o show proof of the offend-
ing nction. More than likely that woull
take time, he costly and, possibly,
could be dungerous.

“I'he only apparent winners would he
the legal community.

Adkling unather wrinkle to the mot-
tledl view of certain lawmakers is that if
the divoree is contested, complications
sel in. That begs the question of whom
the legal system is trying ta serve. A
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spouse desperate wa stay in a destruce
tive relationship can only hurt all in-
volvedl.

Hut this is an election year, when the
state schon] board invoked the name of
Cod in reaching its decisions, and it
wanld not be unexpected for certain
legislutors to invoke the family values
chunt,

Michuel Entl, vice president of Oak-
Jand Family Services, said: "This is an
ill-conceived lnw that doesn’t thaught.
fully tuke into cunsideration the caie of
children. What tawmakers dan't realize

Cosmetic,
{asel,

Recaunshuclive,

S According to Dalman,
there were 39,795 divorces
statewlde In 1994, affect-
ing 38,794 children. Howev-
er, Oakland Family Ser-
vices, a non-profit human
services aigantzation, sald
that the divorce rate actu-
ally declined since its poak
In the 1970s. That makes
one wonder why Dalman et
al are so worried about the
problem now.

in that it's not divoree itself that's
harmful to kids, it’s the dissuption in
parenting during the divoree that's
key.”

surl added that, if the no-fault di-
voree is eliminated, the pracess will he-
come bess about “property” and mare
about nwme calling.

™.

But then you decire you don't entirely trust
Jupior's discretion, so you attach some condi-
tiops: He can't go to a certuin kind of movie; he
can’t buy a candy bor for a certain girl you
disapprove of, Got the picture?

. 1t's 0 messy picture. Do you trust him or not?
!fnul. why give him the money in the first
place?

- Qur heroes and heroines in Lunsing twice lust
week played thot kind of game:

W [n the State Police budget, the House insert-
el part of Rep. Alan Cropsey's handgpin liberal-
ization bill. The amendment tells the State Po-
lice repr atjve an th her county gun
hoards to vote yes on all handgun permits ex-
copt where the applicant is 8 canvicted felon or
certifiahle Inoney.

B Jn the univessity und community college
hudgets, the Senate added Sen. Bill Schuette's
amendment that euts their state aid if they pay
heplth benefits to the homosexual or Jeshion
partnora of employees.

We have somo messy bills.

Firat, our lawmaokers have used hurlget bills
to Lry for non-hudget results — more liberal gun
rulus and fiscal disopprovel of unnatural
partnerships. Other, cleaner bills that wanld
achieve the samo results are stuck in commit-
tees, In effect, the Jawmakers have bypassed the
public hearing and committec procedures by
making quick-ond-dirty amendments Lo spend-
ing bills.

Sccond, they are amending acts that have
only a one-year life — the fiscal year from Qet.
‘1, 1996, to Sept. 30, 1997, In short, they have
‘accomplished no permanent change in socicty’s
laws.

‘We in the media cat up such shenanigans,
The dehates provide colorful guoles about gun
nyts and porverts, God's law and social norms.
The great unwashed public geta the impres-
‘sion that Cropsey, R-DeWitt, and Schuette, R-
Midland, aro in thero fighting for America and
the Bible.

Personally, | wouldn’t mind seeing both pro-

E Nelther amandment will make It
into law. Each must go through a
second chamber of the Legisla-
ture. Each must go threugh a con-
ferance committee when the two
chambers pase different ver-
sions of the budget acts,

posals hecome law. Many county gun beards are
a farce, controlled by police state zealots who
want to disarm everybody but their own kind.
And this sume-sex marsigge stufl s a fad that
will go away and embarrass us when we sce it in
the history hooks 20 years from now,

But conscience compels me to reveal the
truth: Nelther amendment will make it into
Jaw. Each must go through a second chamber of
the J.egisature. Each must go through a confer-
ence committee when the two chambers pass
different versions of the budget octs,

Then there's the most important hurdie of,
all. T'o take effect this year, a budget bill must
got o two-thirds vote — 26 in the Senate, 74 in
the House. Since the fiscol year begins Oct. 1,2
two-thirds vole is necessary to give the hill im-
mediste effect. No way will the pro-gun and
anti-homosexusl amendments survive.

Meanwhile, the gullible voters get misled, lb-
erals and conservatives can get all revved up,
politicions can get headlines and sound bytes,
and journaliste can eamn a living.

Tim Richard reports on the local implications
of state ond regional events.

and tond
Suigery

‘There are things that could help: 1)
high school programs abiout the seri-
ousnuss anck commitment requived in g
marriage; 2) premarital counseling that
in more thun an after thought when the
bride and groom nre busy with other
preparationsy and, if warse comes to
worse, 3. counseling on how to handle a
separntion und civorce.

After all, when the divoree is aver,
mom and dad may no langer be mar-
ried but they're still parents. As Barl
explained:

“Disruption during a divoree process
is normal, but enything the legal sys-
tem dues to prolong the period of dis-
ruplion — muking it more difficuit for
parents to cullshorate on the job of par-
erting -- is not in the best interest of
thed

Sundra Armbruster is Oakland
Caunty editor for the Eccentric Nuws-
papers.

THE STRAITH CLINIC

Over
50 years
of cantinuous

service

HAS MOVED!

Due 1o conlinuing growih and anticipation of an exciting luture,

the Straith Clinic is relocating lo o new, moden lacility in Bingham Faims

Cenfially localed, this new faciity has been designed with each

patient's comfort and convenience in mind.

Accredited Office Surgicol Sute + Free Consultation and Semnary

Come Visit Qur MNevs Offrcest

STRAITH:

Qur original location:
17100 W. Twelve Mile Road
Southfield, M1 48076
Tel: {810) 557-1622

CLINIC

Qut new location:
32000 Telegraph Road
Bingham Farms, Mi 48025
Tel: (810) 647-5800
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