10A(F)

Farminaton Dbserver

OPINION

33411 GranD River, FarMinaton, MI 48336

THURSDAY, AviiL, 11, 1998
S A—

ormer State Sen.Fack Fuxon's victory in
F a libe] Lawsuit against the Michigan Re-

publican "arty sends o strung message 1o
nclidates of all parties, especially this election
The messay

No more dirty campiigning.

Fuxon's suit stemmed o o 1990 campaign
hrochure that insinuated he koowiogly sold o
luke Mg vase to an ollector.

Victory in aAGth Distriet Court jury trind
vindieites Faxon, n Demoerat who represented
the Farmington area in the Senute.

“or his part, Faxon st stly maintnined
the item was considered o genuine Ming hased
upan the hest appraisal of art experts and,
upion reappraisal, the vise is now considered
alder and even more valunble,

ft's time for botly parties to vindieate the
CAMPUIEN Process.,

While the case - and its S1A0,000 dunnge
aswarel — may ultimately be appealed, the
Jury’s verdivt spen 1 electorate fed up
with the cynical manner o madern “attack dog™
politics,

The jury reached its verdict and agreement
on the supount of damiges o wward in only an
hour —— with nu second thuuglts on vither sul-
jeut.

Alrcady, America is gicding itself (e un alle-
gatinn-filled presidential campaign. But the
ey tends even to the local level,

The Farmimgton arca cortainly isn’Limmune
to the silliness and stugdity tuit characterizes
dirty polities

I Farmington Hills Council several ¥
ago, someune dropped a few posteards in the
mail hinting that i vate for o certain condidate
wanld he o vote for low-income housing in the

Tricksters, take note
Faxon verdict sends message

conununity,

1 the same ciumpaign, a Hidls incumbent
and his fmily veceivedd plone ealls threatening
o sexun) harassment suit i he didn’t support
the vight candidat

Yes, there are concerns about limiting free

spevch and, yes, Ametiean polities has always
been o roaggheand-tumble atluir,

Yot there sre lmits, buth legal — as the jury
verdiel points out — and enlturnl,

pponents
on inereasingly minwte and slippery issues of
“ehatracter” ruther than their stand un the is-
HeS,

At the snme time, there's been n correspond-
ing drop in public conlidence in government at
all levels

When many of Amers brightest nnd most
respeeted policy makers cither walk away from
palitics in disgust, a8 Sen. Bill Bradley of New
Jersey did, or choose nguinst even entering the
tiekd, a3 Gen. Colin Powell hus apparently
dance, it only adds to the problem,

According 1o some reports, Michigan paliti-
cinns themselves are skeptieal over whether
the Fuxon verdiet will make a dilference.

But it shoukl.

Unless the verdiet is overturned an appeal,
the state GO wil) tnke a $150,000 bluw to the
pocketbook. That, in itself, is reason for any
purty o rethink ils campuign straegy.

“I'his is ahout more thun meney, howev
ulso about more thun ene man’s reputati

It's abaut restoring {nith in the partic
their candidates nnd, ultimately, in govern.
ment itself.

er. It's

njoy o brink walk Sunday morning —
E amd by =0 doing, help others with litle
or no contral over their nervous »ys-
tem,
This weekend, Onkland County will be one
of Michigan's MS Walk sites designated to
H wainst multiple
of the: nervous sys-

8,000 wolkers in 11 citics will hoof it in sup-

portof the 15000 Michignans with MS, Nu-

s have MS.

Natienal Multiple

n Chapter asks each

walker to enlist sponsors to pledge money for
| .

Walk to help brighten lives

R Walk proceeds will help support
research into the cause and cure
of MS. The National Muitiple
Sclerosis Society, the worid's
largest private fund raiser for MS
research, has just committed $7.7
miltion to support 25 new research
projects by top scientists,

HH001247-7382, ext. 216,

Walk proceeds will help support research
into the cause and cure of MS. The National
Multiple Sclerogis Society, the world's largest
private fund raiser for MS rescarch, has just

i kilomater cor 1LIVs ud ing

ble, public relations director for the chupter.
“Unfortunately, our registrations tor the walk
are down.”

The Oakland sit: is expected to attract
1,500 walkers, many of whom live or work in
the enunty. The ficld will include a Troy man
who will walk with his son and daughter-in-
Inw in honor of his wife, wha has had MS for
25 years, It also will include 1 team of Wst
Bloomfield High Schoo) students, the Rump-
shakers, who lust year ruised $650 in pledges.

Loaps of 15 and 20 kilomewers will begin
and end ot Seaholm High School, 2436 W.
Lincotn at Cranbrook, in Birmingham. Regis-
tration starts at 8 a.m. The walk starts at 9.
The family sffair will feature rest stops, Junch
with entertainment, medical volunteers and
support vans. Reeruit friends, fumily and co
workers ts create yaur own Team MS,
furmation on registering, pledging or
volunteering, call the MS Walk Hotline:

This week in history as reported in the pages
of the Farmington Ohserver and the
Farmington Ente1prise:

- M 40 YEARS AGO — APRIL 12, 1986

i (ENTERPRISE) Ernest Blanchard, Farmington

d Township supervisor, dicd Apri 10, 1956, in 5t.
Juseph Mercy Hospital, Pontiae, ot age 76. His
death brought t 8 close a preriod of 26 years of con-
tinuous public service,

A pilot end bis passenger were in critical condition

L | when the small airplane in which they were flying
% | crashed-landed in & field west of the Bond

: Elementary Schoo) ear 13 Mile and Orchard

K Lake.

.

v

. 10 YEARS AQD — APSIL 7, 1906 (OBSERVER)
% | Todiscourage unruly young people from guth-

[ itted $7.7 million to support 25 new re-
search projects by top scientists.

Walk proceeds also will be ticketed for indi-
vidual nnd fumily support, educationnl pro-
grams, therspeutic and reereation programs,
independant living assistance and udvacacy.

The progress, severity ond symptoms of
this potentially crippling disense vary from
person to person, Symptoms range from
numbness to paralysis to blindness. The diog-
nosis usually comes between nges 20 und 40,
hut the wildly unpredictable physical and
emotional effects Jinger for a lifetime,

Since the first MS Walk eight years ago,
Michigan residents have logged 526,000 miles
and raised $4.5 million. The Birmingham
wulk stepped off in 1990 with 1,000 walkers;
since then, it has involved thoussnds of area
residents in one capacity or another. .

S0 plun t take a walk on Sundoy moerning

and in the process help brighten the lives of
family, friends, neighbors or others afMicted
with MS,

- MEemORY LANE

ering in public places, the Farmington Hills
police stepped up night potrols in murked and
unmorked cory.

Two construction workers were serivusly
injured in an industrial accident ut Nova
Woods cluster housing development in
Farmington Hilis.

1 YEAR AGO — APRIL 13, 1998 (OBSERVER)
Linda Enberg and Jennifer Levin were the
anly two candidutes to mect the filing deadline
to run for the epen seat on the Farmington
Eoard of Education. Incumbert Susan
Lightoer declined to run for s fourth term.

Helen Rebh, custodion st East Middle Schoot,
was named Support Stoff Person of the Yeor
in the Farmington Public Schools.

‘CommuniTy VOICE -

QUESTION:

What does
Earth Day
{celobrated
Aprll 22
natlonwido}
mean to you?

“‘Nothing. |
didn't even
Know 1t was

We asked this
question at the

‘Earth Day's a
groat idea,
Usuatly 1 plant o

.

4

s u good
reminder it
it's important to

* tdon’t know
much about it. 1
haven't been in

Downtown comng up?’ tree. this country think of the
Branch of the Matthow that tong.” Earth as homp
Farmmgton Adwoll, Ray Heitman to mitlions of
Community F croatues.”
Library. Hils Dayananda

Farmington Eric Potors

Hille Sauthflold
-

LETTERS

Spread the message

am very prowd of my sixth grade students
I at 8t. Fabinn School in Farmington Hills,
They have u worthwhile story Lo tell.

‘Ilin year, we have devoted a great denl of
time townrd inding ways “We Can Muke o
Difference on Planet Barth.” Their effurts are
certainly worthy of recognition.

They woukl like o npread this medasoge of
concern ahout our environment and the enre
and preservation of all erentures on Earth to
lurger nudience, We need your help and sup-
port.

On Friday, April 19, at 12:45 p.m. we will
e celebrating Earth Day at our schaol, The
public is invited to attend. We hope o have
their support ns we continue to educate others
nbout the importanee of working together tu-
ward the same gont,

Liet's suve the plunet — togethe

Cnthy Ryder, teacher,
5t. Fubian School

Great coverage

0 n behualf of the stafl of the Ann Arbor

Flawer and Garden Show, thunk you
for your superh eoverage and contin.
ued support of the show,

Mare than 27,000 people from Michigun,
the Greot Lakes states, and Conada come W
smell the roses and hyacinths view top-notch
Tandseape displays, and shop the Marketplace.

We hope this show will sustain them until

the resl show by Mother Nature arrives in the
weeks to come.

8 The third purt will bo wheel spinning con-
test. Eneh will tuke turns with the snme car
on the same gravel track. The longest spin
wins.
The fourth purt will be a folding used paper
napking contest. The one who folds the most
nnpking in o given amount of Litme wing.
& The lith part is the mud-slinging contest,
An equel amount of consistently prepared
muik will be furnished ench contestant. Appro-
printe prowective clathing will be furnished to
ench contestant who will fnce ench other. At a
stavting bill, each contestunt will begin sling-
ing mud at their opponentts), The winaer will
be jutdged by how little mud hefshe bas lefl
anil how nuany tasses hit theiv target,

Cheering and hooting by the audience will
be allowed, as will name ealling, beer throw-
ing and littering.

1f rinting breaks oat, that too will be al-
Towed. When the contest is finished, ull puints
in ench contest will he summed-up and the
winner declared, given a key to the city and o
kick in the pants.

Tosers will elean up the mess.

Kenneth Kemp, Farmington Hills

What traffic woes?

¢ Farmington corners Fast Trae rond
R system (Murch 7). Wha is this guy
Lauhoff onyway?
Some $80,000 for o system to keep traflic
lights greener o few seconds longer? Have we
Iost our minds in turning over these kind of

decisiony W people fike him?

The prople have indieated the

Mergarct Vergith, promotion

Blowing smoke!

have an iden to simplify mid-term elec-
I tions, eliminote most of Uie expense and

provide more uceuracy in choosing elected
officials, This will alse provide o means to in-
terest gore of the electorate in this process.

There should be a publicly Lelevised contest

tn pick winners. The contest will consist of the
following five parts, with one hour time limit:
& The first port will be a smoke-blowing com-
petition, The contestont who blows the most
smoke in o given time Jimit wins that round.
B The second part will e a loy rolling contest
in a poul of water. Al contestants will stund
on the same log at the same time, in the inter-
ests of conserving time, The Jast one w fall off
wins that round.

traffic jom is no big dea), This Farmington
resident swears it's no hig deal and is not will-
ing to pay sne dime t huve the traffic signal
turn green longer.

Thin citizen hates to comploin without of-
fering nlternatives.
® Put signs up asking for patience. Cost $300,
estimated.

B Ask LaubofT 1o stand there five days s week
from 4-G directing traffic, $10 per hour times
two hours limes five day per week times 62
week o year $5,200.

B Give aur policemen more money, or hire
more of them, '

Does it seem reasonnble to poy $80,000 to
help people from other connnunities drive
thraugh our city to their city,

If the Jights wre red longer, citizens would
have a greoter opportunity to get Lo shops end
the inconvenienced driver would find olterna-
tive routes thot would be almost a full minute
fuster.

My friends in Detroit love this.

Joseph A. Kronk, Furmington
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810901.2537
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Our Mission: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about community journalism
in o fundamentaily different way than our bigger competition. They consider themselves to be

independent from the storics and

they cover, ping in Lo write the unusual or

sensatinnal and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as both accurate
Journalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power *




