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Outcome of OBE
defeats the needs
of all children

pring is in the air. College Dound stu-

dents’ ACT test resulta are in the mail. As

the envelopes arrive and are upened with
trepidntion, will parents nnd their children re-
jaice nt the cantenta?

The ACT ix the final exit outcome of o high
sehoo! student’s ncudemic achievement. It can
mean the difference between o competitive fours
year college or o comunity college, or perhaps
the i b a dchol ip or a second
mortgage.

Tt repreacnts how well our school system edu-
cates our children, Statistivally we know that
Farmington’s public achool students score on the
ACT marginally tlow 22') nbove the nationul
20.8 average.

1t takes the students 13 years 1o achieve that
reault.

As a frequent eritic of the district’s current ed-
ueationa] experiment "Outeonies Bused Educa-
tion,” | believe that there is a better way.

My daughter recently received her ACT test re-
sults. She scored a composite 26 on o seale of 1-36,
Her weore i at the 87th percentile of all high
schioa] students nativnally thut teok the ACT in
1995. My daughter is 10 years old.

This article is not about my duughter’s aca-
deiaic achievement, not about the thousands of
dollurs 1 have spent filling the acndemic pot-
holes in the district’s Outcomes Based Educa-
tinnal bighway. It’s about the district’s
academic mismanagement of our greatest aa-
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Walker treks the distance for leukemia

By MAsy RODRIQUE
BTAFY WalTER

dotermination.Just four

yenrs ago, ot age 41, the wife
and mother of two daughters
earned a bachelor of acience de-
gree in nursing from Mercy Col-
lego of Detroit, fulfilling one
dream.

Then she pramptly jained tho
Army Reserve, another longtimo
desire fulfilled.

The Farmingten Hills womnn
has ndded a new personn) goal to
her repertoire: Raining funds Lo
benefit the Loukemin Socivty of
America through Team In Train-
ing (TNT), a mnrathon training
program in which participanta so-
licit pledges to benefit the
Leukemia Society.

Last year, Rniney walked her
first marnthon in Hawaii, 26.2
miles in 00 dogree temperatures
and 90 porcent humidity on a
course through downtown Honelu-
lu, up Dinmond ead, und down
Waikiki Beaeh ta mnke good on
her pledges.

Her expectations differed from
renlity “1 had a certain (walk)
time in my head but | thought, no,
1 just want to finish.” She did, in
seven hours and 16 minutes, rais-
ing $3,600 for the Leukemin Soci-
ey,

This June, she will participnte
in TNTs mnrathen fund-raiser in
Anchorage, Alaska. Rainey
donned her walking shaes just
ast week to begin training in
earnest.

“The primary for me

I aura Rainey is a woman of

Just do it

anid in n phone interview from
Childron’s Hospital of Michigan,
where she works with young can-
cer patients.

Rainoy gat involved with TNT
last year through a fellow nurse
and friend, a_cancer survivor
named Janet who works with var-
iaus cancer suppart groups,

“She signod on to do the
Hawail marathon and I'd tense
her by saying, let me be your
manager and go with you,” Raincy
recalled. “She chnllenged me Lo
gut involved on my own. 1 signed
up Inte in the gume, the beginning
of August. Then § promptly lel for
two weeks with my Army Reserve
unit. | began training in Soptem-
bor and the race was Dec. 8"

She recalls one grueling cight
mile walk through Stoney Creck
Metro Park last November where
*I thought we'd dio.”

Somehow she perservered.

“The Honolulu Marathon was
the most challenging and the most
rewarding thing 1 have done in
my life,” said Rainey, who is ai-
most 46 and the grandmother of
two children,

Roincy moved to Farmington
Hills in 1989 from Califarnia with
her husband, Alun, who was
tranaferred by his employer, Deleo
Electronics, and their youngest
daughter, Liv, who is now a senior
ut North Farmington High. Her
older doughter, Michelle, is mor-
ried and lives with her family in
Arizona,

She was inapired to become o
nurse because af o myriad of med-
ical pr‘gblcfag her younger daugh- |

.‘!lllul?( LEMIEUNSTATY 'lllml
Quite a stretch: “The primary stimulus for me is my pa-

ia my patients. You can't sce the
kidn here and their familics and
not want to do something,” she

undergoing
open heart surgery at a young

tients. You can't see the kids here and their families
and not want to do something,” says Farmington
Hills' Laura Rainey.
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