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basically, there was only one pos-
aibllity of staying,” explained the
Detrott native, “I would have to
be willing to tako a life-long vow
of colibacy, The Lutheran church
does not require hetsrosexuals to
take a vow of celibacy, so
thought it was a hypocrisy.”
Raberta left the church and
moved to the north side of Chica-
g0, where he lived for two years
among a population that is 70-

percent gay.

“Ifelt comfortable with who 1
am aa a gay person, but lonely
about not fulfilling the call to par-
ish minlatry,” Roberts recalled of
the exporience,

So Roherta retumned to Oakland
County, making his spiritual
home at Calvary Lutheran
Church a3 a lay member and chair
director. The Southfield church {a
one of anly three churchen in
Michigan that are “reconciled in
Christ,” or on record as a church
that's welcoming to gays, leabians
and bl-sexunls.

The Rev, C. William Pearaon,
pastor of Calvary Luthsran
Church, met Roberts 12 years ago
when he was still on the clerical
roster of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church.

“I think God renlly put us to-
gether, Our congregation was al.
ready a reconciled in Christ con-
gregation,” said Pearaon, who
makes his home in Southfield.
“When John came to worship
with us, we didn't even have a
choir, and he started one. He
came and jumped right into the
activities of the congregation.”

Timothy W. Spannaus and hia
wife, Collette Pariacau, co-chair
Calvary’s Ministry Development
‘Taek Force, which began 18
months ago as a way to reach out-
side tho congregation and into
surrounding neighborhooda, 1t
was with the support of this task
force that Roberta initiated the
church founding.

"“Basically, one of the stated
missions of Calvary Church s to
bring God's Good News to all peo-
ple,” said Spannaus, & Lathrup
Village resident who owna a con-
sulting firm in Bingham Farma.
“John pointed out to us that thia
group was missing, and thecon-
gregation haa been very positive
and very supportive.”

Opening church doars to groups
in need of worship space is not o
new concopt for Calvary’s 60-
member congregation. The
Church of Saint Sergius and
Saint Bacchus is the fifth group
to make ita home in the huilding
at Evergreen and 11% Mile Road.

Roberts said he named The
Church of Saint Sergius and
Saint Bacchus after two aaints
who have been forgotten in the re-
cent history of Christiani

Chrysoatom.
“Pooplo raiacd In thoso four

L In particular,” explai
Robarts, “are peaple who can't
put thoir falth and their gayness
together. Thin is an attempt to
provide a safo church home for
gay peopla ralsed in liturgical
backgrounds.”

*Tho Cathalle Church doea not
comment on the offaira or opera-
tions of other churchca. That'a al-
ways beon our poticy,"” sald Ned
MecGrath, director of communica-

tions for tho Roman Cathollc Ar-
chdiocese of Detroit.

“The Cutholic Church is always
willing to accept people as they
are, Church membera are expect-
ed to follow church teaching in all
arcas as outlined in the ‘Cate-
chlsm of the Catholic Church,’

education with a major In vocal
music from Concordia College in
Nebraska, and a master'a of di-
vinity degree from Christ Semi-
nary-Seminex in Chicago, Or-
dained in 1976, Roberts served
congrogations in California and
Pennsylvania before coming to
Michi hutches in Yp-

from social

to the actions of evoryday life.”
A Lutheran all his life, Robarts

soya his call to become a parish

pricst came at the tendor age of 8.

He carned a bacholor’s degreo in

to hea
silanti and Madison Heighta.
Though he maintalnna a full-
time job at a rellgious supply
store, Roherts has made a atrong
commitment to the new church.

Ho hopos to eventually cut his
hours In kecular employment
when the church bogina to grow.

Members of the new church
reprosent all agea and economic
clanaen and aro expected to como
from all ovor the metro Detroit
arca.

“Everyone who wants to wor-
ship at The Church of Saint Ser-
gium and Saint Bacchus In wel-
come, whother gay or not,” aaid
Roberta, “But they need to know
that the liturgy will be focused

through the needs of the gay com-
munlty. When I preach, I'll take
what God has to say and focus the
lessona through the eyes of the
Ray person.”

The firat liturgy of The Church
of Saint Sergius and Saint
Bacchus will begin at 6 p.m. on
Sunday, April 14, at Calvary Lu-
theran Church, 28001 Evergreen
at {1% Mile Road, Southfield. For
more information, coll (810) 647.
9865.
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Sergius, a nobleman, and
Bacchus, a peasant, were Chris-
tian lovers who lived in the late
third century, said Roberts. They
served in the military in the
Roman Empire and were put to
death, individually, becauae they
refused to worship Roman gods,

“I was 80 impressed with their
fives that [ thought it was about
time for the church to honor them
again,” sald Roberts, whoss
church sign bears an fcon of the
pair. “That’s why I chass them.”

oberts, who now reaides in

. Southfield, says his return to pas-

toral life {a motivated by a eall
from God. He adapted the new
chureh’s Hturgy from the Roman
Catholle Missal, tho Episcopnl

- Book of Common Prayer and the

Lutheran Book of Worship. Heis
also bringing Orthodox elements
to the church aetting, like iconog-
raphy and piccea of liturgy taken

f2om the Liturgy of St. John

'Church hosts

‘rummage

sale

The Episcopal Church Women of

"Christ Church Cranbrook will hold
: thelr apring rummage fashion ahow

on Tuesday, April 16,

The preview mini sale beging at 11
The luncheon starta st 12:16
follawed by the fashion show at

l'p,m. featuring fashlona from the

rum sale. For reservations, call

| rummage
" (B10) 644-5210. Cost for the tuncheon
* and fashion show is $10.

The Glst annual rummage show

- opens to the public from 9 am. to 2

m. Thursday, Aprit 26. The show
ta 250 voluntoers, Parishloners

and communlty residents take part In
" a year-round tradition of dropping off
* a variety of used [tems — from de-

signer and sporta clothing and chil-

* dren’s wear to jewslry, linens, Cl\lnml.

+ housewares, books, toys and s

equipment. Sale proceeda are distrib-
" uted to 50 human service sgoncles.
* Refreshments and parcol checking aro

avallable, Shoppers should bring their

: ownsh

ing bag.
The chareh 15 at Cranbrbok end
Lone Pine, one block west of Wood-
ward, in Bloamfisld Hills.
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NORTHVILLE S, TELEGRAPH RD. TAYLOR
39500 W. 7 Mile Rd. 545 South Telegraph Rd. 21100 Penn Street
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PRICES MAY VARY AFTER APRIL 18, 1908
I THIDLE ARY MARKET VARIATIONS.



