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Students imitate

crucifixion path

At St, Fablan: Fifth-graders at Farmington Hills' St. Fabinn School, led by teach-
ers Mary VanZandt and Carol Balash, purticipated in a symbolic march called the
Stations of the Cross Thursday, April 4, imitating the puth Jesus walked before
being crucified. At right, Joe Rohde, playing Jesus, has his sweat wiped away by
classmate Lauren Audette. In the photo above, St. Fubian students — including
(from right) Kathleen Muccino, Abby Hunter, Kristen Nofer, Michael Davison,
Stephanie Ross, Brian Doot, Kristen Smith — attempt to turn the story of Jesus

into practival fessons of how to treat fellow clussmates.
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Michigan career points to
top post in school district

Editor's note: The

profile of une of the three finalists
for the position of superintendent
of the Clarenceville School Dia-
trict, which includes the suutheast
corner of Farmington Hills.

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
K1 Wiiter

Alan K. McLean is the anly one
of the three Mnalists for Clarence-
ville superintendent who has

Joll i#a C ille Board of Educati
Wednenday during his did
interview.

“MASB hod been negotinting,
and thoy had three bed years. |
sald, ‘Why don't you let me try it.
Thinga couldn’t get much
worso.' "

McLean graduated from Alma
Collego in 1970 with a degree in
English. He has camed two ad-
Yi_:'nc‘cd degr?ou from Contral

apent his entire educational ca-
reer-in Michigan.

Hla current assignment ia in
Vermontville, where he s supor-
intendent of Maple Valley
Schools. McLean arrived in 1894
in the wake of a teachors strike
that he said had destroycd morale
In the small, 18%: 1 dis-

. & master's
in 1976 and an educational ape-
cialist degree in 1996,

Hin firat job, tenching English,
como in 1970 in Whittemore-
Prescott Ares Schools In Whit-
temore, Mich,

In 1979 he was nemed adult/

i ed i director

trict,

Aler the atrike, omployees had
gone without a contract for two
years. After taking over the top
job, o contract was reached in
three weeks. McLean admits he is
not the Superman that ovent
might make him out to be.

“The bargaining units wanted
to settle and get things back to
normal, so negotiating was not all
that difficult,”” McLoan told the

i jent for

three schools. Same students sud-
i

Now that the weather has im-
proved, the Farmington In-line
Skating Club wants to get roll-
ing.

The club's Wedneaday
1 Skate for begi

denly  found th ) n o
schuol miles from their home.

“We did thik for curriculum
rensons, nat money reasons,” said
McLean. “The same instruction
was not coming out of the three
buildings. First, we get o lvable
contract, Then we split the com-
munity up by moving kids five
miles owny. It totally fragmented
the community.”

AL this point, Mclean discov-
cred how important parents are to
the educational process. One
mother said parents might take to
the move mure if the school bulld.
ings had fresh coats of paint. So
the district bought $1,000 waorth
of paint, and the parents wound
up painting murala In all the

and ansi
the same district.
1n 1989, he was namud superin.
tendent, a job he held untll he
moved to Maple Valley Scheols in
994

After getting tho contract set-
tled, McLean's adminiatrative
woes were far from over. To boost
studean nchievement, the district
\ 1 el Rt

plan that affected students in

The henling that tovk place be-
cnuse of one womnn and hor idea
about paint became the focal
point of numeraus newspaper sto-
ries. And the stories promoted
even  deeper  healing, Mclaan
waid,

McLean runs o district with a
$8.6 million budget. In 1987, he
was nomed Educator of the Year
in lonco County.

Hills seeks roundabout cure
for congested intersection

BY BILL COUTANT
SYAPF WHITER

Farmingtan Hills City Council
members heard about a posaible
solution to traflic congestlon at
the Northweatern/Orchard Lake/
14 Mile Road internection In a
roundabout way April 1.

Farmington Hilla Director of
Public Servicos Tom Binsell
mado a prescntation to council
membera at the atudy neasion and
showed o video from the Mary-
land Department of Transporta-
tlon pramoting the concept of the
roundabout.

A roundabout In a circular rond
with an island at an Intersection
of two ar mera rondn that forces
teaflic to slow down and yet keeps
flow continual inatead of having
traffic atop and go in “platoona”
at traffic lights.

“Thuy do well with high volume
intersections,” Blasoll said, “It
works becauso drivers are com-
fortable at 2 slower speed. You
can't go around it fast.”

Roundabouta ars a regular fea-
tura of traffic control in England,
Scotland and Ircland, where
thoy've been used for yoars.
Gainsvillo, Fla, was the first U.S.
city to employ a roundabout and
Anapolis, Md. and Gettysburg,
Pa., are two of the better-known
cities that use them.

In n roundabout traffic ap-
proaching the circle with the is-
1and must yield to traffic already
in tha circle. As traffic clears, cars
enter the circle, drive counter-
clockwise, and tun right to get off
onto any one of several rosds. The
{sland forces traffic to stow down,
but ususlly doesn't stop.

“The concapt has lessened accl-
dents from 35 percent in France
to 14 percent in Notway, And be-
causs several cars are niot stopped

i

W Farmington Hllis Director of Public Services
Tom Blasell made a presentation to councli
members at the study sesslon. . . A rounda-
bout Is a clrcular road with an Island at an inter-
soction of two or more roads that forces traf-
fic to slow down and yet keeps flow continual
Instead of having traffic stop and go In “'pla-

toons" at traffic lights.

to idle at a red light, there in a
wavings in fuel renulting in a sav-
ings to the environment.

But Biaseil said the ideal roun-
dabout must be correctly do-
signed. Ho nmaid the circlo ot the
Arch de Triumph in Parls, France
is n “dinoster.” Insurance compa-
nles will not caver cara that enter
that particular drive, he sald.

Officiala from the Michigan De-
partmant of Transportation, the
Southeast Council of Govern-

ed. Other chonges in populntion
and other freewayn followed, leav.
Ing the current intersection.

‘Trafiic cangeation, eapecinlly at
rush hour, and accidents have in-
creased o8 thu aren has developed.
Biancll wald if trends continue,
anather 100,000 residents in Oak-
land County and additional jobs
will unly add to the traffic.

“Concept team” mectings in
lote 1994 gave officials public
feedback o: ikt and realdent

ments, the Road C fon far
Oakland County, West Bloom-
field Township and citizans who
met over the past Lwo yeara lo
came up with solutions to traffic
problems in the arca proposed
changes. The roundabout ad-
dresses those problems,

The State of Michigan has al-
rexdy esrmarked $26 miliion for
traffic improvemeonts far the area.

Although Northwestern High-
way had been planned in 1941 to
follow Orchard Lake into Pontiac,
snd then plannsd to extand to
US.23 to Flint In the 1950s, those
plans were dolayed and ultimate-
ly scrapped. There are alresdy
plans for subdivislons in Weat
Bloomflald thst would go where
Northwestern wauld have extend.

privrities. The cost of improving
Maple Rond, 14 Mlle and othera
would be about $50 million. Fram
these concerns, MDOT came up
with the concapt of the rounda-
baut as n way to addresa the prob-
lom in n lens cxpensive woy.

Biasell said the proposal will be
made formally Inter thin month.

Asnistant City Manager David
Call ssig that any improvements
will take time,

“The state now feels that with
the participstion of citizens and
the offected communitics, when
the monecy becomes available the
project will bo done in phases,” he
sald. “The idea s to find a plan
we can all support conceptually
and get to the apecifics inter.”

intermedinte levels starts
10 p.an. April 10 behind the
Farmington Downtown Center
an Grand River and Farming-
ton ronds. Wednesday skates
run through October and are
upen to the public.

The

Farmington In-lince

In-line skating club ready to roll

Skating Club is a volunteer or-
ganization formed in 1994, The
group is made up of urea profes-
sianals who have taken up in-
line skoting an o form of ex-
ercise,

Eventual plans include form.
ing troining, safety and eti-
quette  clusses, aeighboerhood
watch progeams and participn-
tion in Heritage Duys feativals.

In the past, 36 people huve
participated in club-sponsared
skaotes, ‘T'he group expeets mem-
bership to douhle this year and

is looking for apansorships.
Group sponkorships start at

$300 and are aveilable up teo

corporate level at $6,000.

e non-profit group is also
seeking donations of cash, ma-
werinls  and  wervices,  Money
raised will help pay for xafety
muterials, club and  sponsor
bunners, communication gear to
monitor events, newsletter and
whirts,

For informntion on the clul,
call 478-8310.
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A WALK ON THE
WILO SIDE

It's a natural from
Nine Waest. A
strop sandal with
natural color
snake print and a
chunky heel
offers plenty of
clty savvy for o
night on the
prowl. 8-10, 884,

Jacobson's
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