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At Home

You can virtually garden by computer

By JACK GLAUDEN
STAFF WRITER

You won't be able to smell the roses,
but if you have a computer and a
modem, you can toue the Hrouklyn
HBotanie Garden, stroll through clussic
pardens in Poland or Australia ar just
about any phace vlse in the world.

You can browse through seed catus
logs, download plans for o new deck, get
software that will let you plan your own
garden, consult gardening encyclope-
dins or cheek in with the local extension
service to get the latest bulleting on
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wieden pests and expeeted weather con-
ditiony in your nrea.

Al you need is an luternet account
and 1 sizeable amount of patience.
Fliero's 1w world of information . make
that a World Wide Web of information |
avaitable vn the Internet for home gtar-
deners and professional farmers alike,
And most of it is {ree far the taking.

Just why gardening is one of the most
popular topics on the Internet is some-
thing of o mystery. When you're staring
at u computer screen ejght hours u
days, when do you find time to go grub
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in the dirt? Or vive versa? Neverthe
leas, gardening sites abound on the ‘net.

One of the best places to start is ‘The
Virtual Garden, i cumeerein) site spon-
sored by medin gant Pime-Warner ine,
You can neeess it at
http/pathfinder.com, When you con-
nect, just follow the rondsigos until you
find The Virtunl Gurden. Along the way,
you can browse through Southern Liv-
ing und a host of other publications.

At The Virtunl Garden, you can
uccess n complete gardening encyclope-
din, plant index and u projects site
where you can download plank for a
variety of hume and garden projects.
Many of the files at this site are in
Adobe Acrobat (PDF) format, so you'll
need the Acrebut Render in order to
view them. Fertunately, you can down-
load it directly [rom the site, und it's
free.

Another site with many links for gur-
deners is the GurdenWeb, nddress
htepfhvwivgardenweb.cond. From here
you can take virtual tours of the Brook-
lyn Botuaic Garden and other botanic
pardens around the world. You can
enter the GardenWeb Forums and ask
questions of ather gardeners or provide
some answers of your own. The Cyber-
Plantsman is an on-line maguzine for
gardeners. In The Garden Exchange
area, you can post requests for unusual
seeds or plants or search the dutabase
to see what is ovailable.

The Gurden Gate, nddress
http:/iwww. praivienctorg/ag/gardeny,
offers links to muny other gardening
sites plus reviews of gurdening soft-
ware and some gardening shareware
programs that you cun downlond. For
people who like browsing through sced
catalogs un 1 snowy winter night, there
ure sites for them, too.

Burpee, one of the vldest companivs
around, has a site at
http:/garden.burpec.com/. You can
check out their latest offerings, or order
1 printed copy of their catalog while on
line.

Stokes, another veteran sved compa-
ny, has a site at httpdwww.stokestropi-
cals.com/. As the address implies, it
deals with tropical plants only, (For the
experienced net surfer, this site in
Netseape 2.0 enhanced and uses
frames. It's sharp. And Stokes is appar-
ently planning some other sites.)

The Gourmet Gardener,
https/Avww.metrabbs.com/tgy/index htm
, offers an on-line catalog of gourmel
herbs and vegetables plus recipes and
tips on cooking without oil or salt.

There's more, of course. News groups,
e-mail aewsletters, bulletin bonrds. And
who knows? With companies like
Netscape and Microsoft announcing
new developments nlmost daily, before
long you may be ablu to take a virtual
tour of the botanic gardens in Prague _
and smell the roses, loo.
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