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At Home

Put garden in spring c

BY MARTY FIGLEY
SPECIAL WINTER

Well, it has finally arrived! Spring,
that is. With our cold winter weather
sometimes it seotand as though the air
could never get warm again. But here
we are, aching to run out into vur gar-
dens and prepare them for the coming
Jeason.

Take a stroll through yeur property
and make note of what needn to be
done. Rake up the matted tree leaves
that were left on the ground because
they will amather the grass as it wants
to graw. While you're nbout it, remove
twigs, stones and other debris that
accumulated during the winter. Right
awny your property will look neater.

While the graas is atill dormant, edge
the garden beds to define their outline.

If the grass is tall enough it can be
mowed and fertilized. A pre-emergent
product to prevent crabgrass and other
unwanted weeds can also be applicd.
However, don't use a preemergent if
there are bare arcas in the lawn that
you want to reseed. When you do reseed
keep the sceds moist until the young
grass is established.

Slowly remove the mulch from the

‘or you may sacrifice

plants as the weather
warms _ don't be too
hasty,

Shrubs that bloem on
new wood, such as poten-
tilla, enkleal hydrangea
nnd clethra, can be
pruned now, if they
weren't in the fali. Late
winter or carly apring is
bust, so prune promptly ¢

some blooms, Wait until
spring-flowering plants
such ns azalea, lilac,
viburnum, mock orange
and forsythia finish
blooming before pruning.
They bloom on old wood
and need the rest of the
year to form new growth
for the next seasaon,

General pruning directions are to
remove all the dead waod, those
branches that cross and may rub
together, and selective branchea to keep
the plants in shape. If you hove to con-
stantly prune to keop a plant in
bounds, it is probably located in the
wrang place. A good baok will help
teach proper pruning times and meth-
ods. § especially like “Pruning & Train-

ing Planta,” Dovid Joyce
and Chris Brickell (Simon
& Schuster), and "A Practi-
enl Guide: Pruning,” Peter
MchHoy (Abbeville Press).

Ax you are shaping up
the shirubs be an the look-
out {or weeds and ax soon
s you see one, remove itt IF
you do, it won't hove time
to o to need and produce
more weeds,

The shrub, flower nnd
vegetnble beds need to be
cleaned out, capeciatly il
you left some leaves in
thom during the winter. A
child’s rake or one such ns
the Adjust-o-rake with
tinos that can be made
wide or narrow will make this chore go
fast. If you didn't remove the dend
annunls (flowers and vegetablea) they
need to be taken away now, There
soems to bo two schools of thought
about cutting down all the flower stalks
of percnninis. Some people like the wil-
houcttes such as grassea and tail stus-
dy plants make in the wintertime,
while others like to eut and remove all
the perennial stems and folinge. Any-
way, it's time to trim them and coarefully

Jeaning

clear out the browned ond dead parts,
Don't disturb the new growth or roots,

When new spring growth is around
three Lo six inches tall, many perenni-
als can he divided. I like to divide my
tareagon when it is just about three
inche, because the roots get so tangled,
and yau may prefer to divide when the
plants are very short. We must always
keep in mind that a cold anap might
arrive and be prepared to protect our
plants. Most people wait until around
Memoria! Day to set out new planta so
you might want to wait a while to
divide.

Before nctuaily digging into the sail,
check to see if it is ready to be worked.
If a shovelful crumbles whon you let
the goil drop off your shovel or spade, it
is dry enough to he warked. If it
remains in a solid lump, give it some
time to dry out a little.

This is a good time to have the soil
tested to find out the pH level, Your
County Extension agent will give direc-
tions. In Oakland County call (810)
858-0902; in Wayno County, (313) 494
3011. These are tha *hotline™ numbera
that you should save. They are ataffed
by petent people who can ar
all of gard ti
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Spring Air® Mattresses

22 Models Priced From
‘39“ twin each piece s" 99°° queen set
‘69“ full each pieco 339900 king set

PREMIUM
BACK SUPPORTER I FIRM
RETAIL  OUTLET
PRICE PRICE
TWIN  §259eca. 109 ra.
FULL,  83Mea.  *149 cn.
QUEEN $799mt  *329 et
KING  $1199se1 *499 srt
PREMIUM

BACK SUPPORTER I?
FIRM or PLUSH

2 RETAIL  OUTLET
PRICE PRICE

TWIN 6330 eu. ‘149 ca,

FULL &£ eca. 189 ra.
QUEEN $1099 st *399 »et

For a greater tomorraw, Spring Air tonight  KING 81599 st *699 st

GRAND RAPIDS BEDDING CO. m
.- MATTRESS FACTORY SHOWROOMS . €
SHOWROOM SE .
en WOODWARND » ROYR) QAKX
Tot2tde $orls
ttieat 1o Hutdy s Pz cheres- et
1.800.-339-MATS 1.800.668.

“I sleep on a Back Supporter.
mattress. It's the best wa
to a healthy night’s rest.”

DAY BEDS - HEADBOARDS - BHAIS BEDSS
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BRASSBEDS « IRON'BEDS *

« BRASS BEDS ¢ IRON BEDS « DAY i )5 « HEADHBOARDS



