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ach garden that I visit always amazes me with the inge-

nuity and thought that the gardener has used in plan-

ning, planting and caring for is ar her creation. it is s0
rofreshing to see gardens that don't *follow the book” yet are
done very niccly to auit the land on which they are built.

Two very different approaches to gurdening illustrate just
what I mean.

Many different plants grow on a small suburban Jot, 50 by
100 feet, in Birmingham. The owner, Eric Hofley, begon his
garden just last year ond has accomplished much in just one
season,

He began by tearing down a porch and replacing it with o
deck at the back of his home. He then built a raised bed from
landscape timbers ond obutted it close to the new deck, leav-
ing space in between for roscs to climb on the ndjoining trellis.
The trellis adda a vertical element to the garden.

He then removed all the sparse grass in the back yard and
simply turned over the soil, brought in topsoil and compost
and added sulphur, cottonseed meal ond green sand. Thio
mixture was worked into the soil to raise the pH lcvel that

was indicated by the

sail analysis he did.
ood chip paths
edged with grape-
fruit-sized cobble-
stones  meander

oround a center
flower bed.

“Like any good
gardener, | like to
recyele things, 50
when my neighbor
had some broken
concrete I used it for
another raised bed,”
Hofley said.
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Hofley looked for
sunny places in the
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the new deckside
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ajuga, Silver mount,
geraniums  an
many rock garden
plants such as

inwarcnge (Dunce
capa), which bas ail-
ver foliage ns do sev-
cral of the other
plants, He felt that

lbe alpine plaats

ato with the broken
concrete. A young
Japancse meple and
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ter this gerden.
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grass” and harmonizes well there,

The property has a row of hem-
locks at the back, which serves as a
perfect privacy fence. Walking from
the garage to the deck, or into the
back yard, visitors are guided
through an arbor that he also con-
structed.

This gardencr aluo makes trough
gardens, ofter he saw them in
England and *fell i e with them.

“Thoy wero a little difficult at first,
but now I store all the ingredients
together so I can make them more
quickly.”

Many containers are filled with
plants, such as thyme in a strawber-
Ty pot.and sedum in another, and
goraniums with ornamental grasa,
He uses Fafard No. 62 soil for all the
outdoor containers, which he buys at
Telly’s in Troy. For regular pots ke
adds water-ubsorbing crystals that
allow the soil tw retain moisture. For
the trough gardens be combines
chicken grita with the soil (one part
of each), which he buys at Uncle
Lukes in Troy. He finds that these
:ll;llrp picces guarantee sharp

ge.
He also took advantage of a bad

pruning job that was done on a largo

hornbeam hy pruning all the

branches off and using the one-half-  garden.

t one-inch branches to form a twig.

structure in the shape of an obelisk. Eventually clematis vines
i tructurs, as they will on the row of hemlocks,

s brother, Jonathon, will release the premier

Eric and
. issue of Michigan Gardener, o magazine that focuses on
Michigan garde: i

ning, in May, Copies can be picked up free at

‘more than 200 lecations in the tri-county arca. Look for it at
e avoritgardenceler R

mds . : .
In Livonia, Jack Susami has constructed a seies of ponds on
his suburban lot, starting with & small, pre-formed pond.
“The thing grew, slowly but surely,” he sald.
Afer the family visited Ameriflora in Columbus in 1992 and
saw ponds and a waterfoll, Susami said, “Wouldn't that be
wonderful? Fm going o do that next spring,” and he began to

‘Ho then constructed a "fountain pond” cight By eight feet in
sizo and 16 inches deep, which ia joined by a waterfall to
‘another pond 22 inches decp, which spills over another water-

t connects to the large pond, 12 by 24 feet
in size and dug 26 inches docp. A filter system takes up six
inches, leaving the pond depth at 19 inchoa. This large pond
seplaced the origi )

iginal pre-formed pond. .

T Because the kids like o catch tadpoles the pond ig only
seven inches docp at tho edges with & 12-foat wide shelt”

The six-inch apace in the large pond is taken up with the

derground filter system, g series of PVC plumbing pipes
with holes dritled, wbich is connested totho ot. This
I then topped with six inches of pea gravel. The water ia recy-
cled to provide a continuous flow. ) i

At the upper end of tho fountain pond a patio of paving
bricks holds  cafe table and chairs where Susami-and his
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grecn ON mck: An alpine garden abuts the deck; the trellis is ready for climbing roses in Hofley's

wife, Mary Lou, enjoy morning coffeo. Along one cdgo
Junipers have been planted and will soon provide a'privacy
screen. He plans to add o trellis above tho bricks to provide
shade. A boneh has becn placod at the end of the series of
‘ponds so the family can enjoy the fish such as Koi, resplen-
deat in o variety of colors such g5 crange, red, black, copper

‘gold; Shubunkins, colored a mottled mixture of red, blue,
brown, binck and white; and Fantails, with shiny red bodies.
They are fed Koi food “sometimes” in the summer, The Koi
add another dimension to thia pord expericaca as they enjoy
belng petted. .

‘Susami has devised a form of treated Jumber to anchor the
pond to the ground. The ponds are all Lined with commercial
$ond liner and are cdged with feld-stone boulders, Annuals
Such os ageratum, impaticns, alyssum and moss rose add
color to the scene, which he vaya is his reereation. Situnted
steatogically throughout the landscape is @ weeping spruce,
Jepansse laco purple-leaf maple, and "my favorite, a slow-

birds and other wildlife that visit. They once saw a bluc heron.

“Tn the winter a bubbler keeps an aros from freczing, which

arantocs fresh water for the fish. Sometimes mourning
‘doves stop by for a refreshing drink.

‘Busami has planted hardy water lilies to provide shade for
the fish, which live in the water year round. When [ asked
about maintenance, he said, “The hardest job for the pond is
Cleaning the matted leaves from the botton: in the epring.”




