8A(F}

The Obscrver/ THURSBAY, APRIL 11, 1896

Hills opens door to housing plan for handicapped

BY BILL COUTANT
ATALY WiiTER
Farmington Hills plans to join
with sume uther Qukland County
communities to provide alford-
able huusing for the handicapped.
The Ha City Council gave

“1 don't think people realize
whut & deaperate need there is,"
Joan Rolivk told council members
ut Monday's regulne meeting.

Rolick, a 28-year reaident of
Faemington Hills and advocate
for the tdevetopentally disabled

tontative apy | to
lan developed by the state ulong
with the Corporation for Suppor-
tive Housing, o national not-for-
prafit financial and technical
group to help individuals with
specinl needs  find  affrdable
housing in the community.
Farmington  Hills, Southficld,
Pontise, Royal Ouk and Water
furd have all shawn interest in the

and Ay il), soid bled
people often can’t affoed to live in
their home comtunities, near
their familics, docturs, chusches
andl friends, because they can't af
ford to Hve there.

“A lot of times, these people are
deatined to be low-income wage
T becavse their problem is
eyclival,” she suid, *“They are not
the kind of people who con rise to

program that would find inde-  thetupin husiness.”
pendent  hoasing of 300 units
throughout the state. Onklund

County is applying far 100 units.

the  Michigan

Community  Health snd

The program, co-spansared by
Depaetaent  of
the
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Michlgan State Houaing Develop-
ment Authority, and the Corpora-
tion for Supportive Hausing will
nulect theee countles for the three-
yeur demonstration program,

‘The first phase wauld ellow
$50,000 in Michigan plonning
grants to be used for a strategic
plan. The second phass would
provide  $200,000.8260,000 in
CSH loans to non-profit organiza-
tions to develop the supportive
housing.

Rick Lampi, the city's commu.
lown] m

buying something that you don't
know,” he said.

The council approved tentative
support, pending Donchuc’s re-
port, Councilwoman Masals Kur-
2eju, the lune dissenting vote, auid
whe believes in the program's
gouls, but wants more informa-
tiun before vbligating tho cliy.

“Pd like to know what I'm in
for,"” she suld.

Mayor Aldo  Vagnozzi  said
County Bxecutive L. Brouks
Patterson supported the ldes and

nity

snidk if the city slgned on for phuss
one, it was under nu legal obligs-

t to provide any money for the
secand phaose,

But City Attorney John Do-
nohue saked that the council give
him until Moenday to review the
documents so that he could bring

K | thu council adopt the
concept, “pending roview.” He
suid the eity's Community Block
Development Gront money could

be used to keep up funding for the
project because it conforms to the
grant's gonl of providing housing
the lower and middle class Indi-
viduals, other money would be
waed flrst undor the proposal,
Rolick said hendlcapped peo.
ple, purticularly the mentally ill,
must often tive in poor hovsing
because they can not keep the
type of job that pays well. That
can add to thelr problems,
Councllman Torry Sever sald
parents of dinabled Individuals
have told him they are concerned
that as they became older or die,
they will not be able to provide
snfe housing for their chilitren,

“Tho intent of the program isto .
provide affordable housing end a .
support network,” Lampi sal d,:
adding that the council's support
{s not necossary, but wiil provides &
tacking far the program.

The council plans to take fues .
mal actlon Monday. X

Rolick sald independont living, .
which is the goal of the plan, ko«
been the hest arrangement for the
mentally il). Group homes do not =
work us well, she sald,

“Four and six-pacts (group
homes) are out,” she saitl, “If you .
are concerned  about mental
health, you have to bhe concerned
about where people lve,” -
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Officers sworn iy New to the Farmington Public Safety Department are Lisa Rae |
Rockafellow and Aaron Michael Malewski. Rockafellow, ¢ 25-year-old Berkley .
resident, graduated from Farmington High School in 1989. She received a bache- -
lur of arts degree from the University of Detroit in 1993, where she played on the

varsity softball team. She graduated from the Macomb Police Academy last De- g
comber. Malowshki, 24, lives in Redford Township. He earned a degree in criminal

justice from Michigan State University in 1994 and groduated from the Wayne 1
County Regional Police Academy in the top 25 percent of his class. .
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