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Tahoe makes
the grade

By Anne Fracasan
Avanti NewsFeatures

My neighboer Joe just couldn't
wait 1o get behind the wheel of the
1896 Chovrelet Tahoe 1'd just
brought home. Poor guy wants one
s0 hudly he can tuste it

1 threw him the keys and he
ook it for u apin uround the blwk.

“Thris 1 8000000 nice,” he cooed.
“Perfect, just perfect.”

Joe wos right. Jts perfect for o
guy like him: He hog teen-nge
girla, liken to truvel, likes to hove
w atrong truck and loves comfort-
able luxury vehicles,

The Tohoe in Chevrolet's
newest sport utility offoring —
lurger than the Blazer, but smoller
than the Suburbun, It's o perfect
mesh of the two, actually. The
most surprising thing ahout the
Tahue is that although it leoks
like o mammath vehicle, it renlly
jsnvt, You need the running boards
on the Suburban, you don't need it
with the Tahoe, altheugh it is a
. dealer-installed option.

This SUV is much like stepping
into a Juxury car. The bench seats

. are really comfy, Up front, there's
a center armrest staroge compart-
ment complete with o coin holder,
a convenient writing surface and n
lid-mounted map net. The possen-
ger comportment has rear-seat
heat ducts, which provides sdded
Lyrerel - ’

Bual air baps,
hay thetl
aluminum whoos, romoto truak fof

, 3.1 V8,

paowat windows,
olwmul Cuiza, I..;r

& *15,995"

paint and hoavy duty trailering
equipment,

8ofety hasn't been forgotten
here, sither. Daytime running
lights, standard 4-wheel anti-lock
brakes, brake/transmisslon intor-
lock, driver's air bry, reinforced
safoty cago, front and renr crush
zonos, laminated windshiold glass,
onorgy-absarbing ateering column,
outbunrd  passengor  head
restraints, and child accurity rear
door locks are ol standard equip-

mont.

Tha Tahoo offers seating for
fivo or aix pnssengaors, Five is com-
fortable.

Instrumentation I8 caay to rend
and ensy to aperato, All awitchos
aro backlit, which makes it ob, #o
casy to find in & dark garoge. Tho
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Formerly called the K-Blazer,
the Tahoe is availuble in two- ond
four-wheet-drive and 2- and 4-door
models,

Standord engine on the Tahoe
is u brund new Vortec 6700 V8
with scquential fuel injection that
produces 266 horsepower nnd
3300 fool pounds of torque. The
new cagine produces 66 more
horsepower than last year's 6.7
liter V-8 — a welcome addition for
anyone planning to tew a bont,
unuwmubllL or trailer, Optional

tor turbo-

t cluster includes plenty

diesol V-8 that produces 180 keeps the Interior light en for & of gaugen like coulant tempern-

horaepower and is matod to o
heavy-duty 4-speed nutomatie
(ransmission.

Both engines have 100,000-
mile (or five years' worth of)
engino coolant, platinum-tipped
spark plugs (that allow no tune-
upe until 100,000 miles) and
transmission fluid that novor
needs replocement under normal
use.

Buyers have n choice of punel
rear doors or combinntion Jift.
glass toilgate. There ore ndvan-
tuges to both, depending an your
life style. Thu pane! rear doors cre-
ate u stronge “scam” in your rear-
view mirror, but that also means
yau can load cargo quite casily.
With the Jift-glass tailgate, you
climinate the seam ond you can
Joad cargo as you would in a pick-
up truck,

Seme omenitics you'll find in
Tahoo thot set it apart from other
8UVs on the market include an

try fo

rmlo smnw

vu auwmuu: vansmission, ar wvimm air bags,
AMFM castotle, anti m%ﬂlh”.
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few seconds ofter the last door is
ghut and two auxiliary 12-valt out-
lota for the car phonoe or any ether
electrunic nccedsory.

The Tahooe hos a base prico of
Just ovor $30,000 and comes

ture, oil pressure, voltmoter,
tnchometer, trip odometer and
telltale lights.

Another nice fenture is a single
two-slded key thot operates huth
the ignition and the doory.

id

d quite well. jord fea-
turus inelude overhend congole,
auxilinry transmisaion cooling sys-
Lem, 4-specd automatic transmis-
sfon, nir conditioning, dunl electric
mirrors, aluminum whecls, elec-
tronic AM/FM sterce radio with
seek-sean, sterco cassette ond dig
ital clock, power windows, elec-
trochromatic rear viow mirror
with 8-point compass, leather
wrapped steering whee) and color
keyed floor mats,

The Tohoo tested hud o six:way
pawer aenl, remote koyless entry,
high hack n.'tlining bucket scats,
slde running board steps, rear axle
locking differentinl, clectronic
ghift tronsfer case (for shift-on-
the-fly cnp-bilillna), 16-inch all

E

terrain liruv ch

the Tahoe o good
cholce for anyone who loves to
travel in comfort for a weekend
get-away or just for twoling around
town — iU's solid transpartation in
u clasky package.

1996 Chovralot’

Vehiclo class: Pull-sizo sport utili-
ty vehicle,

Enging: Vertes 5700 V.8 8FL
Whore bullt: Janesvillo, Wia,
(4 doar), and 8ilan, Moxico)

An tested: 832,835

Driver
Errors That
Cause Most
Accidents

The National Snfoty Council
says two-thirds of highway acel-
dents are couscd at least in part
by driver error. Theso errora
include:

* Folluwing oo closely

¢ Overdependence  on

brakes

* Driver innttention

o Driving Loa fast for conditions

 Innbility Lo contr ekids

o Foilure to uae mirrory, signal

for o turn, or yield

* Foilure to turn on headllghts

at durk

« Foilure to muintain brokes,

lights and windshicld wipurs

o Neglect of tires and rido con-

trol systems that nffect the
vehicle's atability and rond-
hility

our

Car Cure Council

if you'd like to see a parlicular mode! tasted or if you
have a car question, send Anne Fracassa a message
at AVANT! 1054, Avantl's America Online mallbox...
Or comment through the Internet at
AVANTI1054 @aol.com
Anne Fracassa is senfor editor of Ava

nti News Features.
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