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Hills township,

city, EDC

owe lots

to Bob McConnell

BY BiLL COUTANT
R1F WIIER

Boing & founding father of
Farmington Hills wasn't an aspi-
ration for Bob McConnell.

The longtime public servant
retired recently an chairman of
the Farmington Hills Economic
Deovelopment Corporation, end-
ing n career in public service of
mare than three decades that he
probably would not have fore-

seen.

“He had a lot to do with what
kind of city Farmington Hills is
tuday,” sald Mayor Alde Vagnoz-
21, who has known McConnell
xinee township days. “He had a
vislon fur the city,”

McConnell, 67, came to the
United States from his native
County Antrim, Northern Ire-

‘and, in 1954 after working in
‘textile engineering.

“Six months later, { was draRt-
o, he waid,

MeConnell served In the US.
Army at the tail end of the Kore-
an War and then came ta Detrolt
to wark. He met and matricd his
wife June in 1858 and graduated
in engineering from Wayne State
University while working for
Forl Motar Ca., where he be.
camne a senior research engineer.

1 worked in eafety beit sys-
tems, romething §'ve done for 39
years,” he said, “That gol me
into o safety niche”

Had vision for Hills
McConnell left Ford after 11

years and began an independent

cumpany. Now, with his son

Bruce, McConnell still works on
weat bolt systems and other com-
punents for the auto industry for
his MCCP Sales, Inc.

But it was his political and

ic vision for I
Hills that hoa held him in good
stead in tho city he loves, And
the city's look and proaperity
have a lot to do with the plan.
ning and abllities of McConnell.

“I'm grateful to have worked
with him,” eald former City
Maneger Blll Costick. “Bab al-
ways worked to haove a city with
goud, profeasional management.”

McConnell's leadership quall.
ties wero put to the test carly as
he worked for sanitary sewer Im-
provements while president of
his assaciation. McConnell
found himself up ogoinet Town.
ship Supervinar Earl Teeples
and won the election.

McConnell wanted to chunge
from a full-time supervisor to o
monaged city government and
worked to change it. He was a
member of the city’s chatter
commission and became ftu first
mayaor.

~1 was the last township su-
pervisor,” he sald. "I wanted to
et a precedent by stepping down
an mayaor after one year.”

And untit last November's
clection of Vagnozzi, the city had
been led by a mayor, appointed
hy the city council, one year ol o
time.

Taxbase needed
McConnell served on the city

council as well as the planning
comminsion beginning in 1973,
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Office with avlew: Bob McConnell thinks about his accomplishments in Furmington Hills in hix office in the

Metrobunk: headguarters.

but found that in order to be a
desirable place to live, Farming-
ton Hills needed a strong tax
liase,

“That's why it was important
1o hive an Economic Develap-
ment  Corporation, to  attract
luniness that could balance the
residentiol tax base,” he said,
addding that business pays o lorge
share of taxes and demands less
in mervices than the residentiol
seetor.

‘The EDC, which has special
ponding authority by state law,
worked during McConnell's ten-
ure to ateact high technology
uwnd  uther desirable  husiness
while cuntributing with its share
of bond interest to such projects
a5 lnndseaping an Northwestern

Highway, the widening of Eight
Mile Road and an cngineering
study for the M-6/Grand River/
Haluted interchange.

“There was no risk Lo the tax-
payers, and this generated about
$500 million that could be uxed
by carporaticns,” he anid.

The gon! was to have at least
one-third of the tax base indus-
trial and commercial, to huve
high-tech industriea ax a main-
sty and to make sure the city
managers worked to keep that
balance.

Uning tax-free bands, the EDC
wox able to attract busi

. “We wanted to see what
they'd done for ot least the laat
five years. Overall, we probnbly
hod the cream of the crop.”

‘A great advisos’

At the same time, Farmington
Hills hud to successfully com-
pete with Novi, Southfield and
Wost Bloomfield, something ita
strong reputition as a “quality of
Jite" camemunity aided.

“I'he EDC really works behind
the scenes to help the city’s eco-
namic development,” said Rick
Lampi, Hills community devel

like Bosch Corp., which invested
£10 million in its Furmington
Hills operation,

“We could be selective.” he

opment d

As he luoks out onto M-5 and
Grand River from his office in
the Metrabank building, McCon-
nell says he feels satisfaction

aver the progress of Farmington
11l from township to city.

He's buttled over snnexation
fram Farmington and wenthered
political wors a8 well.  Now,
thonks to the EDC's contribu-
tion, he hapes he will finnlly see
the M-5 interchange completed.

Hix stewardship of Furming-
ton Hills in officially ot an end,
but us he pursues his fovorite
hahby of golf in Flarida, Ireland,
and vourses closer to home,
MecConnell’s influence won't be
forgotten,

“He has been a great advisor, o
deep thinker and » visionary,”
Costick  snitl. Il anybody de-
serves uccolades for what kind of

gty Farmingten Hills s, it's
him.”

ON THE AGENDA

Below are highlights from the
agentdar of meetings this week.
All meetings are open to the
public,

}'t]!rmlnmon Hills City Coun-
of

l
City Hall, 474-6116
Regular meeting, 7:30 p.m.

sessment district for road im-
provements for Rhonswood Av.
enue and the north 300 feet of
Drake Road in Section 33.

® Public questions and com-
menta.

& Council members comments

f 1i

B Consideration of the intro-
duction of a bicycle helmet ar-
dinance.

® Consideeation of approval of
an ogreement with the YMCA
for provision of the youth ser-
vices center.

and

City Councll
Monday, April 15

Agenda itema include:

WA cost hearing to consider
sanitury sewer [nstallation for
the north «ide of 10 Mile be

1ween Beiar Hill Drive and Ink-
ster Rond.

| Consideration of a special as-
sessment  district  for water
main improvement for Belfast
Avenue (rom 600 feet west of
Middicbelt Road 1o Westmin-
ster and Westminster from Bel-
funt 1o 206 feet aouth.

W Consideration of a special as-

i of a ial tree
planting program and area sub-
division mectings.

® Cansideration of o request
from County Commissioner Da-
vid Maffitt to adopt a resolu.
tion supporting cquitable fund.
ing for Ookland County.

B Consideration of approval of
the city's participation in the
Michigan Department of Men.
ta! Health/Michigan State
Housing Development Authori
ty/Corporatien for Supportive
Housing Demonstzation Pro
gram. .

Fi Clty Councll
City Hall, 474-6500

Regular meeling, 8 p.m.
Monduy, April 315

Agendo items include:

& Requenst for outside sales at
Fresh Approach Market, 35243
Granid River.

B Request for ground sign at
Village Commona Center.

B Request for putade permit by
South Farmington Baschall,
Inc.

® Conxideration to award bid
for 1986 paving program.

® City Munager's recommend-
ed budget for 1996.97.
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Birds the word for visiting authors:

caune  »eating is

471

sluring business hours.
Book signing will follow at 6:30
pan.

Two papular nature authors,
Don and Lillian Stokes, will pres-
ent a tatk and slide show on “The
Amnzing World of Birds” and
wign copies of their new hook at
Wild Birds Unlimited in Fann-
ington Hills on Monday, Anpril 22

The Stokes have written over
19 bouks en birds and nature with
over two million copies sold.
Their latest work i the recently
published, “Stokea Field Guide
Tu Bird a photographic Geld
guide ta all birds in North Ameri-
ca. The guide is available in east-
ern and western editions and is o
culmination of the Stokes' life
wark, taking three years to re-
scarch andd prepare.

The Stokes will discuss hird
hehavior, tips to bind identifica
tian ond the iniportance of back-
yard hird conservation. The pres-
entation will begin st 6 p.m. Be.

limited,
rescrvations are required and may
be made by calling the store at

Lock IN TODAY

AND RECEIVE |

A GUARANTEED !
RETURN OF

i
|

'1

Is Obesi

Keeping You

Qutof
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suffet from it. Their lives and the

their familics are painfully affccted by it
Whilc the causc is unknown, we do know
that severe obesity causcs emotional,

financial and health problems.

Ar Thoin Hospital, we offer help for
men and women who are 160% of their idesl

weight, or who are more then 100

er their ideal weight. What we provide is
not 3 quick-fia-dict. Ora celebrity-endorsed

cacscise ICRmen.

At 'Thomn we offer an aliernative: A

comprchensive weight reduction

that combincs bighly refined surgical

trcatment with sensitive caning o

lives of

pounds

program

ursing and
before

and afics treatment. For more information
o 1o schedule a private consultation send in

the coupon of call 1odzy.

Thorn Hospital
Hudson, Michugan *~
1-800-722-7413
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575%

APY.

Dunng s ime o cconomic uncerlainly, ity aice
1o know that Cotnenca is offering samething thets
certain o pul a smude on your foce —a guatantued
return va your monvy. In fect. now Through
Aprl 30.1996. you can:

o Lock in our speciot 575% APY.

o Recaive an inlensst-beonng +hecling
ocount. free of munthly memntenences Jees 4
untl the yesr 2000. 1
There are only two requitemuents. et $10000
or more n o new Comence Bank Time Depot
Acvount or IRA for mne months, And. (| you don't
elieady hove one. open a Comurnice Bank checking
account with @ mimmum of $500. So stop by
esny Comerics Bank branch. Your lime .l be well

spenl. Guarenteed.

For more information. cell 1-800-202-1300.
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