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Tranchida
plea bargains
in murder of
O student

BY MARGARET O'BRIEN
By WRITEN

Familles touched by the tragedy and media at-
tention surrounding the death of Oakland Univer-
sity student Tina Bigger last summer were spa.
the emotionat strain of  trial when Southfield pa-
tive Kenneth Ray Tranchida, 42, pleaded gullty to
second-degree murder last week.

In a rare plea bargsin sgreement with the Oak-
Jand County Prosecutor’s office, charges were low-
ered from premeditated first-degree murder in ex-
change for the gulity plea.

Tranchida told Oakland Circuit Judge Rudy Ni-
chols Wednesday that he was ible fos the
desth of the 23-year-old Biggar.

“1 pushed her where sho hit her head,” Tranchi-
da said in court about the dsy last August when
Biggar visited the room he rented in g house in
southwestern Southfield.

Nichols will sentence Tranchida Msy 10. He
could get up Lo iife in prison but could be eligible
for parole fn 16 years, according to the plea bar-
gain agrecineni.

First-degroe murder carrics s mandatory sen-
tence of life n prison.

Prosccutors expect Tranchida will get a long

on the il of the crime
and the fact that he is pleading guilty to belng a
fousth-offense habitusl offender.
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Should Farmington Hills require young bicyclists
to wear helmets? Some officials think so, but an-

Bl|| other wondered if government wasn’t “‘getting
too involved in people’s lives."

BY BILL COUTANT
BTAY WAITER
Farmington Hills could bo one of
the first clties in Michigan to have an
ordinance requiring bicyclists age 16
and youngot to wear helmets,
Membara of tho city's Commisaion
on Children, Youth and Familica
matlo the case for the ordinance aa a

<

way to savo lives.

“1¢'s frightoning to me that whan
my children played baseball they had
1o wear a holmet, but I nover gave it a
second thought while they were riding
blcycles,” snid Commiesion Chalr.-
man Dick Daguanno.

Dnguanno cited statistics showing
the high cost of head injurien to bicy-

/

eruer

a SEVENTY.FIVE CENTS

i

Hills group peddies helimet law

clists in terms of money and lives.
About 250 children 14 and under are
killod each yoar out of 900 total bicy-
cle deaths, Head injuries account for
70.80 porcent of fatal Injuries, he
said.

“Governmenta aro naver as noble
as when they move to protect the
moat valuablo asaets — our youth,”
he sald.

Commisslon member and school
board Trusteo Cothy Webb agreed.
She enid If the city councl] enacts the
ardlnance, the schoels would be able
to do their port in preparing childron
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for the change before the school yoar .
onds, :
“We could then use the schools as |
o vehicle to get the information to !
them and the schools before school ¢
onds,” she sald.
Fred Doare, presldent of Working.
Wheelers Cycling Club of West !
Bloomflald, said the ordinance puts;
the respomibliity on parents, but
would waive any fino if a vioiator or
his parent agrees to buy and wear &
holmet. .
Thirteen states have helmet ordi-

Hoo ALY, QA

. Track pie o Farmington High geniarKcifh,S.
- Toan bar used in practice, Stidheime? cléared f-fe
- sep the Observer Sports Seiition.

Officer Chri:
Farmi 's Officer of the Year

Gulnan

Tranchida sald in earlier written to
police thet Biggar lained about her financiel

By LARRY O'CoNNoR
BTAFF WHITER
good sleuth knows the treil of-
ten leads back Lo an eccom-
plice.
Formington Public Safety Officer
Christine Guinsn is s detective and,
accordlng to her pecrs, one good cop.

Guinan has been solected tho depart- -

ment's Public Safety Offlcer of the
Yesr for 1995.

The silent partner in her crime
fighting success? A guy named
“Zeke," who supplied some encour-
agement when she noeded it the most,
Guinan seid.

“When 1 first came here back In
1987, there were a lot of poople in this
department who thought I'd never
ever meake It a3 a police officer,” aeld
Guilnen, who has worked in the detec-

_tive burcau four ycars.

“If it wasn't for ‘Zeke,’ Officer (HIl-
ton} Hyde, I wouldn't be here today,”

Guinan joined the Farmington de-

partment after short stint working in
juvenile corrections, She didn't enjoy
that, so she thought her Criminal
Justice/Psychology degree from
Grand Valley State would be better
suited for palico work.

Things weren't clicking st first,
Guinan said. She began to doubt her-
self as much as those did around her.

“{ was ready to give up myself,” she
sald, “and Zeke was Jike, ‘Chris you
can do it. § have confidence in you.
You have the ability. Go for ft.

“After that, [ was fine.”

But the criminal element has found
it rough,

Since sho’s boen a dotective, Gui-
nan Las closed more than 600 cascs.
She completes investigations in sn
sverago of two d offi.

Case closed: Detective solves most crimes

girl victim in 8 parking lot near T.J.
Mexx downtown. A naked man with a
atocking over his face attacked the
girl while she was in-line akating.

All police hod to go on was a
seription of the attackor's vehicle and
cigarette butta left at the scene. Sev-
eral weeks of tracking down leads
turned up Jittle.

“Wo were ready to give up,” Gui-
nan said. .

A break in the case came after West
Blcomficld polico arreated & man for
exposing himsell in front of & hospk:
tal, Through Guinan's work, they
were able to link him to the Farming-
ton rapo and an arrest was made.

Sho enjoys that part of detective
work: Starting out with a fow crunbs

¢ inf: 1d

days, dep
ciale sald.
Some are open and shut, but othera
requlre diligence and peraistonce.
One example is the recent aexual
assault case involving a 16-year-old

of fon and on lt
enough to make an arrest. A

“She in probably one of ths hardest
working officers we have,” Public

Boe DEATRCTIVE, 39

difficulties the moming of ber death.

He told police that that prompted bim to grab
her by the shoulders and abe fell
her hesd on 8 aafe. In his written satement, be
e lea et cspocialy i vich o igh
e plea , ¢s y s pro-

urder case, is unususj ip Oskland County.,
But Prossstor Richard Thompeon said be ’
an exception out of considerstion for the Biggar

family.

“They sald the very survival of their family de-
pendad on not heving the Jurid details repeated In
court,’’ Tk said sbout testl In the

teers at a program beginning at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-

Bring on the bagels!

he challenge: An open contest to determine
who makes the best bagels in metro De-
troit. The reward: A $5,000 chock paid di-
soctly to the winner’s charity of choloe. The initia-
wréhuloy Kaye of The Bean & Bagel Restau-
rants.

As of last Friday, however, o other bagel-maker
In metro Detroit has been willing io accept Kayo's

FARMINGTON FOCUS

ty and have some fun st the samo time."

Even if there aro no takers, the challenge will be
held Saturday, Apsi! 27, at & location to be an-
nounced, Keye's $5,000 has becn earmarked for
the Clarks School for the Deaf.

Judges will bo Detroit-arsa media personalities.
Bagels witl be judged on Ereshness, flavor, texture,
size and creativity.

day, April 25, at the Costick Activities Center, 11
Mile Road east of Middlebelt.

Diana Lewls, Farmington Hills resident and an-
chorwoman from WXYZ.TV (Channel 7), will be
the fentured speaker. Refrsshmenta will bo served
and displays from Jocal agencies will be available
for viewing. .

Anyone who volunteers in the Farmington area
is invited to attend. Representatives of local agen.
clos who wish to participate should contact Kim
Hecaly at 473-1813.

preliminary bearing that said Biggar bad been sarver's Arts & Entertaloment sectl . ‘Tho contost is open to bagol chalns, franchises, . !
working ss s prostitite for several modiths through “y [,:; 00 myhulnu:; m:: probler Lakerios and other bagel outtsts. For more infor- See Miss Farmington kA
two jocal escort sesvices. all can from the communities they mation, call the Bean & Bagel corporate office at udrie Chernauckas, the reigning Miss H
Biggar's fatber, US. Coast Guard Cmdz. Wil. serve,” sald , whoso Bean & Bagel headquar- _932-8914. , A Farmington, will be one of the guests on thel
fiam Biggar has declined to comment about the tors are oo Road io West Bloomfield and A week for volunteers hour-long John Akouri cable TV show at 8 ¢
D e ey 0 el & nie N it in Parmiogean Fibla, o fioad aod "\ you know that tho week of Aprl 212718 | Saweths T Worter ssbl INPO-TV12 (Chacinal,
men 's ] o . you know that tho pril 21-2 cab .
's famlily msy also rmake statements, “] want to give something back as thanks for all D National Voluntear Week? Wall it int }:::nmfu ‘armier cable system in the Farm-
the support 1've been given,” be sald. “The ‘Groat And Farmington Hills' C feslon on — ;
\ oo PLEA, <A Bagel Challengs’ ls & way to ralse money for chari- |- Children, Youth and Femilies will honar valun- Beo '.l”. 2AJ
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